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Fact Sheets: Treasury Building
HISTORY OF THE TREASURY BUI"LDI’NG
In the first years of the
American republic’s
existence, the government
was located in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. The new
capital city of Washignton,
DC, was authorized in the
Constitution and built on
the banks of the Potomac
River. In 1800, the government moved to Washington, DC and the
Department of the Treasury moved into a porticoed Gregorian-style
building designed by an English architect, George Hadfield.
This structure was partially destroyed by fire in 1801, and was
burned by the British in 1814, but was rebuilt by White House
architect James Hoban. This building was identical to three others
located on lots adjacent to the White House, each housing one of the
four original departments of the U.S. Government: the State
Department, the War Department, the Navy Department, and the
Treasury Department. The Treasury Building, to the southeast of the
White House, was burned by arsonists on March 31, 1833, with only
the fireproof wing left standing.
Apparently for the three
years after the 1833 fire
that destroyed the second
Treasury Building, the
Department was without a
home of its own. On ,Ju~,
1836, Congress authorized
the construction of a
"fireproof building of such
dimensions as may be required for the present and future
accommodations" of the Treasury Department.
This legislation authorized the East and Center Wings. They were
partially occupied in August 1839 and were completed in 1842. They
were designed by Robert ~ills, who was also the architect of the
Washington Monument and the Patent Office Building. The most
architecturally impressive feature of the Mills design is the east front
colonnade running the length of the building.
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Each of the 30 columns is 36 feet tall and was carved out of a single
block of granite. The material for the original Wing was Acquia Creek
freestone, which was largely replaced with granite in 1908. The
interior design of the east and center wings is classically austere, in
keeping with the Greek Revival style. Perhaps the building when
completed in 1842 was an imposing structure for the time, but it fell
shod of providing accommodations for the future. Having cost less
than $700,000, the building, which is now only a part of the east
wing, contained 150 rooms.
It was found necessary in a few years to enlarge the building, and on
March 3, 1855, Congress granted authority to extend the building,
by appropriating $100,000. Construction of what is now the South
Wing was begun in July 1855 and completed and occupied in
September 1861. The west wing from 1855 was completed and
occupied in 1864. The preliminary design of the wings was provided
by Thomas Ustick Walter, architect of the dome of the U.S. Capitol,
but construction began under the supervision of Ammi B. Young
and from 1862 until 1867 by Isaiah Rogers. They each refined the
plans, designed the interior details. While the exterior of the building
was executed along the lines of the original Mills wings, the interiors
of the later wings reflect changes in both building technology and
aesthetic tasts. Iron columns and beams reinforced the building’s
brick vaults, and the architectural detailing became much more
ornate, following mid-nineteenth century fashion.
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The Depadment continued
to grow, and construction
began on the North Wing,
the final addition to the
Treasury Building in 1867.
the Government building
housing the Department of
State was removed from
the north area of the site in
1866-67 to make room for the North Wing. The architect of the North
Wing was Alfred B. Mullett, who subsequently designed the State
Department, the War Department and the Navy Building (now the
Old Executive Office Building) located on the West side of the White
House.
Similar in construction and decor to the south and west wings, the
north wing is unique as the site of the Cash Room -- a two-story
marble hall in which the daily financial business of the U.S.
Government was transacted. The room was opened in 1869 as the
site of President Ulysses S. Grant’s Inaugural Ball. This wing was
completed in 1869. The Attic story, now the Treasury Building’s fifth
floor, was added in 1910.
The stone used in the South Wing, the West Wing and the North
Wing, was quarried on Dix Island, near Rockland, Maine, and
transported in sailing vessels. The facades are adorned by
monolithic columns of the Ionic order, each 36 feet tall and weighing
30 tons. Each column cost $5,000.
There are 34 of these pillars on the east side of the building facing
Fifteenth Street, 30 of them forming a colonnade 341 feet long. This
colonnade has for many years provided viewing space for inaugural
arades and other state functions. There are 18 columns on the west
side and ten each on the noth and south sides.
Thus, after more than a
third of a century, the
Treasury Building became
the magnificent structure
originally intended. One of
the results of its expansion,
though, was the violation of
the original plan for tiqe city
-- to leave unobstructed the
view from the White House to the Capitol.
The building as it is today is estimated to have cost approximately $8
million. Because early planning had the entire official city facing the
canal which at one time ran through downtown Washington where
the mall is now located, the south entrances of the Treasury Building,
along with the south entrance of the White House, is the historical
front entrance of the building.
The Treasury Building is the oldest departmental building in
Washington, and the third oldest Federally occupied building in
Washington, preceded only by the Capitol and the White House. The
Main Treasury Building covers five stories and a raised basement
and sits on 5 acres of ground. The building measures 466 feet north
to south by 260 feet east to west.
A Statue of Alexander Hamiltor~, the 1 st Secretary of the Treasur’.7. is
located on the south patio of the building, while a statue
Gal~atin, the 4th Secretary of the Treasurz, is located on the north
patio. Gallatin served the longest as Secretary, from 1801 until 1814.
The grounds of the building -- rose gardens at the north and south
ends and grass, magnolia trees and other plantings gracing the west
side -- add much to the beauty of the building.
The Treasury Building is used primarily for executive offices, the
Secretar, of the Treasury and _Deputy Secretary occupying suites on
the third floor. Despite its size, the Building can accommodate only
about 10 percent of all Treasury personnel located in Washington.
In the basement, there are 15 vaults ranging in size from 10 feet by
16 feet to 50 feet by 90 feet. Stored within these vaults at one time
were curreny, coins, bonds and securities. Also, most of the Nation’s
gold and silver bullion was also stored in the vaults. They were
securely protected by combination and time locks and by an
electrical protection system which alerted the captain of the guard,
the United States Sec~-et S{?!vic9., and local police headquarters to
any attempt to tamper with the locks or otherwise violate the security
of the system. Partially because of these vaults, the building was
protected by the Treasury Guard Force, supervised by the United
States Secret Service. The Treasury Building is now protected by the
United States Secret Service Uniform Protection Division. The
basement also houses a pistol range used by the United States
Secret Service and other enforcement personnel to maintain
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marksmanship. The rest of the basement area is used for
maintenance equipment and personnel and store rooms.
Among the many interesting architectural features of the building are
the unique stairways that appear to be suspended in midair. Actually,
the steps are cut-worked granite and/or marble blocks cantilevered
from structural alls, pdmarilly supported by the arch action of the
steps.
The Treasury Building has been the scene of many intriguing historic
events:
¯ For 55 days following the assassination of President Lincoln,
President Andrew Johnson used of the offices (now the
Andrew Johnson Suite) on the third floor. This allowed Mrs.
Lincoln an opportunity to move from the White House. This
room has changed little in appearance since President
Johnson’s administration.
¯ The large Cash Room in the North Wing of the building was
used on March_4, 1869, for the inaugural ball for President
Grant’s first inauguration. The Cash Room, the walls, window
frames, and doors which are sold marble, is still a
magnificent area, two stories high, with an atmosphere of
dignity and tradition. When President Grant held his
inaugural ball, gas jets along with North Columns spelled
out "PEACE" in 9-ft. high letters of flame.
¯ During the Civil war, the Treasury Building was the point of
last defense of the seat of government. The basement was
converted into a fortress. Federal troops were billeted in the
South Wing.
¯ When General Jubal A. Early’s Confederate forces attacked
Fort Stevens on the outskirts of town, a traned force of
Treasury officials and employees left their desks and
marched to the Fort to aid the Union Army.
¯ During World War II, the vaults in the Treasury Building
were provisioned and kept in 24-hour readiness to provide
ventilated bomb-proof subterranean quaders for President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in the event of air attack. These vaults
were formerly used to store opium and precious metals.
¯ One of the elevators dates from 1898. Once, after an
important press conference, the elevator stalled between
floors. The Secretary was rudely disturbed by the screams of
the caged reporters. The Dow Jones man, who had taken the
stairs, beat the AP man filing his story by 30 minutes that
day.
¯ Legend has it that the cornerstone of the Treasury Building
contains a golden lock of hair of President Jackson’s baby
granddaughter, Mary Donelson, who was born at the White
House.
¯ In 1875, Mary, the then impoverished widow of Texas
Congressman John A. Wilcox, walked from the railroad
station to the White House to see President Grant. He
appointed her to a position in the Treasury auditor’s office,
which she kept until her death in 1905.
¯ The first telephone was installed in the Treasury Building in
1677, as a private line from the White House.
¯ On August 9, 1973, several murals were uncovered on the
ceiling of a southweast office that was formerly occupied by
the Secre~arv o[ the Treasur’:L (the Salmon P. Chase Suite).
These murals date from 1861 and resemble the mural art in
the Capitol and may have been painted throughout offices in
the South Wing.
The Main Treasury Building has had a great impact on the design of
other government buildings. At the time of its completion, it was one
of the largest office buildings in the world. It is unquestionably a
monument of continuing architectural and historic significance. The
Treasury Building was dedicated as a National Historic Landmark
on October 18., 1972.
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The State, War, and Navy
Building, as it was
originally known, housed
the three Executive Branch
Departments most
intimately associated with
formulating and conducting
the nation’s foreign policy
in the last quarter of the
The War Department’s north wing
dressed up for the 4th of July,ca.
nineteenth century and the
1890.
first quarter of the
(Library of Congress)
twentieth century -- the
period when the United States emerged as an international
power. The building has housed some of the nation’s most
significant diplomats and politicians and has been the scene
of many historic events.
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The history of the EEOB
began long before its
foundations were laid. The
first executive offices were
constructed on sites
flanking the White House
between 1799 and 1820. A
series of fires (including the
burning by the British in
1814) and overcrowding
conditions led to the
construction of the existing
Treasury Building, and in
1866, the construction of
the North Wing of the
Treasury Building
Bronze stair balusters for the State necessitated the demolition
Department, south wing.
of the State Department to
(Walter Smalling, Jr.)
the northeast of the White
House. The State Department then moved to the D.C.
Orphan Asylum while the War and Navy Departments
continued to make do with their cramped quarters to the
west of the White House.

In December of 1869, Congress ........
appointed a commission to select a
site and prepare plans and cost
estimates for a new State
Department Building. The
commission was also to consider
possible arrangements for the War
and Navy Departments. To the
Construction of the south
horror of some who expected a
wing, June 24, 1873.
(National Archives Records
Greek Revival twin of the Treasury
Administration)
Building to be erected on the other
side of the White House, the elaborate Second Empire
design of Alfred Mullett was selected, and construction of a
building to house all three departments began in June of
1871.
Construction took 17 years as
the building slowly rose wing by
wing. When the EEOB was
finished in 1888, it was the
largest office building in
Washington, with 4 1/2" granite
walls, 16’ ceilings, and nearly 2
miles of black and white marble
Detail of mantelpiece from the tile corridors. Almost all of the
former office of the Secretary of interior detail is of cast iron or
State.
plaster; the use of wood was
(White House Photo)
minimilized to insure fire
safety. Monumental curwng
staircases of granite with over 4,000 individually cast
bronze balusters are capped by four skylight domes and
two stained glass rotundas.
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Completed in 1875, the
State Department’s
south wing was the first
to be occupied, with its
elegant four-story
library, Diplomatic
Reception Room, and
Secretary’s office
decorated with carved
wood, Oriental rugs,
and stenciled wall
patterns
The Navy Department
moved into the east
wing in 1879, where
elaborate wall and
ceiling stenciling and
marqetry floors
The Executive Office of the President
Library was originally the State
decorated the office of
Department’s
Library. this room was
the Secretary. The
constructed entirely of cast iron in 1875.
Indian Treaty Room,
(Walter Smalling, Jr.)
originally the Navy’s
library and reception room, cost more per square foot than
any other room in the building because of its rich marble
wall panels, 800-pound bronze sconces, and gold leaf
ornamentation. This room has been the scene of many
Presidential news conferences and continues to be used for
conferences and receptions attended by the President.

The Indian Treaty Room. This two-story
room has seen the signing of internationl
treaties, press conferences, and
presidential ceremonies. The bronze
lamps in each corner represent War &
Peace, Arts & Sciences, Liberty, and
Industry.
(White House)

The remaining north,
west, and center wings
were constructed for
the War Department
and took an additional
10 years to build.
Notable interiors
include an ornate
cast-iron library, the
Secretary’s suite, and
the stained glass
skylight over the west
wing’s double staircase.

Historical View of the EEOB
The 1800’s -- The 1900’s
Tour Information & Photo Credits
Historical View I Chronology of Construction I Historical Facts
Eisenhower Executive Office Building

3 of 4

01/16/2003 1:50 PM

Historical Overview of the Eisnerhower Executive Office Building

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/eeobtour/historicalview-1800.html

President I Vice President I First Lady I Mrs. Cheney I News & Policies I
History &Tours I Kids I Your Government I Appointments I Contact I Text
only
Accessibility I Search I Privacy Policy I Help

4 of 4

01/16/2003 1:50 PM

Wilsbn Classical High School home

http://www.lbusd.kl2.ca.us/wilson/our_school/our_history,html

¯ Contact us ¯ Last updated: 9/23/02

Bruin history
Woodrow Wilson High School is the second oldest high school in the
Long Beach Unified School District, having first opened its doors to
students in September 1926. Wilson is one of six comprehensive high
schools within a district that serves nearly 95,000 students. Wilson High
School is located on the east side of Long Beach on ground that was
once part of an expansive wetlands. A thriving business community and
residential areas have now overtaken the wetlands. Wilson serves 3550
students that come from families of diversified incomes and education
levels. The population of the City of Long Beach is made up of: 48.6%
Caucasian, 24% Latino, 13.6% African-American, 13% Asian/Pacific
Islander, and 0.7% other. The changing population of Long Beach is
reflected in the diversity of the schools that service the city’s youth. One
of the largest Cambodian populations in the United States borders Wilson
on the northwest, while a significant Hispanic population is found
immediately to the west. The fact that over 40% of Wilson students qualify
for Aid to Families with Dependent Children, while 15% of Wilson students
come from affluent family backgrounds speaks to the socio-economic
diversity found in its student population. The community is supportive of
the school and its mission to provide all students with a quality education.
The mascot name, "Bruins," was given to the school because of its close
proximity to university campuses. The first Wilson students chose the
UCLA "Bruin" as the school mascot and the cardinal and gold of USC as
the school colors. It was a common practice for nearly thirty years that
Wilson would play its cross-town rival, Poly High School, in football on the
same Saturday and at the same time as USC faced UCLA in the Los
Angeles Coliseum. Traditions abound at Wilson High School and the 75th
anniversary of its first graduation class will be celebrated with much
fanfare during the month of April 2002.
Wilson was a three-year high school for most of its history and it is only
during the past decade that the school was altered to accommodate
grades 9 through 12. The influx of many new students to Long Beach,
particularly at the conclusion of the Viet Nam War, has dramatically
changed the size and ethnic di-versity of Wilson. With a predominately
Caucasian student population through the 1970’s, Wilson now welcomes
an enrollment that is 35.5% Hispanic, 16.5% African-American, 17.6%
Asian and 26.9% Caucasian. Pacific Islanders and Native Americans
comprise the remainder of the student population, which totals nearly
3550. Wilson is a district-wide magnet school, which explains why a
significant number of students attend from outside its immediate
neighborhood boundaries.
Wilson has just completed a three-year renovation project that restored
nearly every portion of its original buildings. A three story, state of the art
science and technology building was completed in 1990, and
complemented the addition of a modern library/media center that first
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opened in the early 1980’s. Wilson received a 2.75 million dollar Magnet
Assistance Grant two years ago and a Digital Grant of over one million
dollars this year to enrich instruction, technology and curriculum for all
Wilson students. Students, staff, parents and the greater Wilson
Community are proud of the attractive, college like appearance of the
school that is in its fourth year of implementing a classical high school
program for all students. The standards of personal and intellectual
student success have been raised dramatically. For example, all students
must wear a school uniform and take four years of math, science, English
and foreign language. All students must maintain good citizenship and a
2.0 grade point average. Students, parents, staff, and test scores all
validate the positive response to Wilson programs. Additionally, a
Distinguished Scholars Program is open to all students who demonstrate
high performance or high test scores. The Distinguished Scholars
Program challenges the most gifted and motivated students to complete
as many of the twenty- three advanced placement courses offered as
possible during grades 10 - 12. Advanced Placement courses are offered
in English Lit., English Language, U.S. History, Calculus, Biology, French
Language, Spanish Language and Literature, Psychology, U.S. Govt.,
Economics, Chemistry, Art History and Computer Programming. Wilson is
proud of a strong English Language Learner Department, which leads and
supports the success of nearly 350 students. Included are five classes of
Khmer, a feature unique to Wilson among the high schools in Long
Beach.
Wilson High School is equally proud of a rich co-curricular program that
includes nearly 75 clubs, outstanding drama productions, modern dance
productions, jazz band, orchestra, marching band, spirit groups, Naval
R.O.T.C., and art shows. Twenty-three competitive sport programs for
girls and boys, in-cluding separate divisions for frosh/soph, junior varsity
and varsity round out the co-curricular program. All school performances
are open to the greater Wilson community and are well attended. Parents
support the mission of Wilson High School through direct participation on
the School Site Council, Design Committee, African-American Parent
Support Group, ELL Parent Support Group, the Booster Club and P.T.A.

Please send comments and suggestions. Thanks!
~ITtZEN~H|P ~ CRIT|CAL T~I~K[NG ¯ COM~UN|CAT|ON * CAREER AWARENE$~

Wilson Classical High School
4400 E. 10th Street ¯ Long Beach, CA 90804
(562) 433-0481 ¯ FAX (562) 433 2731
You are visitor number ~ as of 11/15/01 @ 2:30 PM. Counter courtesy of
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History of Long Beach

¯ back I TO__C I next

Just 50 years after Columbus discovered America, Cabrillo and his crew of explorers anchored
off the present site of Long Beach. Vast clouds of smoke were rolling high in the sky from
burning grass and brush ashore where the native Indians were conducting one of their periodic
rabbit drives. Cabrillo named the area "Bahia de los Fumos" -- the Bay of Smokes.
The first modern identity for Long Beach began with the sprawling rancho awarded Manuel Nieto in 1784. Time and
descendants divided the old Spanish Land Grant until the bulk of what is now Long Beach was contained in two
ranchos, Los Cerritos and Los Alamitos.
In 1880, William Erwin Willmore, an Englishman and Long Beach’s first real estate developer, subdivided a portion of
Los Cerritos. With the advent of two parties of settlers in 1882, the township of Willmore City was launched. By 1884,
with only a dozen houses in the settlement, Willmore City had failed, and the founder departed for Arizona. However,
people still straggled in, and in 1888 with 59 buildings and a new school, the newly named City of Long Beach was
first incorporated. Nine years later, dissatisfaction with prohibition and high taxes led to an abortive and short-lived
disincorporation. Before the year 1897 was out, the citizens voted to reincorporate, and Long Beach has continued to
grow ever since. From a population of 1,500 and an area of three square miles in 1897, the City has grown to an
estimated population of 440,000 citizens living in a 50-square-mile area.

1784

The area that is now Long Beach was first settled as part of a massive Spanish land grant to soldier
Manuel Nieto, encompassing the historic 28,000-acre Ranch Los Alamitos and its sister rancho, 27,000
acre Rancho Los Cerritos.

1866

Rancho Los Cerritos was sold to Lewellyn Bixby and then managed by his brother Jotham. The Bixby
family soon become prominent ranchers and developers of Long Beach and remain even to this day.

1882

First planned as Willmore City by developer William Willmore, a new town began forming along the
coast.

1885

Competition between the new Santa Fe Railroad and older southern Pacific Railroad attracted hordes
of visitors to Long Beach and created a real estate boom.

1888

Original residents of the foiled Willmore City renamed their town Long Beach, after its long, wide
beaches, and the city became incorporated.

1902

The introduction of the Pacific Electric trolley caused the city to grow both as a resort and commercial
center.

1902-1910 Long Beach was the fastest growing city in the United States.
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1911

The Port of Long Beach was established.

1921

Oil was discovered on Signal Hill and Long Beach flourished with a million- dollar-per-month building
boom downtown.

1933

Long Beach was struck by a major earthquake. Downtown Long Beach was rebuilt in Art Deco style.

1936

More oil was discovered and the port expanded and improved its facilities.

1941

The U.S. Naval base was constructed in the harbor area.

1947

The first and only flight of Howard Hughes’ Spruce Goose, the world’s largest airplane, took off over
Long Beach Harbor.
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1949

California State University Long Beach was founded.

1967

The city of Long Beach purchased Cunard’s former luxury cruise liner, the Queen Mary, to be docked
in Long Beach Harbor as a major tourism attraction and hotel.

1974

The State Coastal Commission turned over control of downtown redevelopment to the city.

1976

The city embarked on a multi-billion dollar redevelopment program to continue through the year 2000.

1978

The Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center opened, adjacent to the Long Beach arena.

1982

Shoreline Village, the Downtown Shoreline Marina and Shoreline Park opened.

1983

The Spruce Goose was moved from its hidden hangar to be exhibited in the world’s largest geodesic
dome adjacent to the Queen Mary.

1984

Long Beach was the site for four Olympic events during the Los Angeles Olympics-- yachting,
volleyball, fencing and archery.

1988

Long Beach celebrated its Centennial.

1989

The Greater Los Angeles World Trade Center in Long Beach opened.

1990

The Long Beach to Los Angeles Metro Blue Line, the first link in the Los Angeles Metro Rail project,
started service.
Construction began on an expansion to the Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center to triple
the size of its exhibit facilities.

1992

The Spruce goose is moved to McMinnville, Oregon to become the centerpiece for the Air Venture
Museum, its dome is "converted" to use as movie studio by Warner Bros.
Pine Square, Southern California’s second-largest movie theater complex with 16 screens, shops and
restaurants opened December 18.

1994

Completion of the Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center expansion, tripling the existing
exhibit space to 334,000 square feet.

1995

Groundbreaking is held on the $100 million, 120,000-square-foot Aquarium of the Pacific, the largest
such project ever in Southern California and the centerpiece of a $650 million renovation of the Long
Beach waterfront.

1996

The historic Queen Mary celebrates the 60th anniversary of its 1936 maiden voyage from
Southampton, England, to New York City.

For additional information on Long Beach history, contact the Long Beach Area Convention & Visitors Bureau, the
private, non-profit marketing organization promoting conventions and tourism into the Long Beach area.
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A new chapter in the 53 year history of The Balboa Bay Club
was written on October 1, 2001 with the ribbon cutting
ceremony and unveiling of our elegant new clubhouse. The
opening of the new clubhouse marks the completion of the
first phase of a
28-month $55 million
project scheduled for
completion spring 2003.
Located on the
California Riviera in the
heart of Southern
California’s Newport
Beach and situated on
one of the largest
bay-front properties in the country, The Balboa Bay Club
Resort & Spa is a world of special privileges. Here your
welcome will be personal and your experience memorable.
Since 1948, The BBC has been host to members ranging from
presidents, royalty and celebrities to young executives,
families and corporations and we look forward to welcoming
you to our BBC family soon. It is our pleasure to serve you.
The Club is only minutes away from world class shopping
centers, Fashion Island & South Coast Plaza, Orange County
International Airport, miles of waterfront dining with
Disneyland and other entertainment attractions easily
accessible.

Home :: Apartments :: Group Sales :: Hotel
Membership :: Recreation :: S_p_a_ :: Contact
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THIRTY-SEVENTH PRESIDENT 1969-1974
ECONCILIATION was the first goal of conservative philosophy to the Supreme
set by President Richard M. Nixon. Court. One of the most dramatic events of
The Nation was painfully divided, his first term occurred in 1969, when American astronauts made the first moon landing.
with turbulence in the cities and war overSome of his most acclaimed achieveseas. During his Presidency, Nixon sucments
came in his quest for world stability.
ceeded in ending American fighting in Viet
During
visits in 1972 to Peking and MosNam and improving relations with the
cow,
he
reduced tensions with China and
U.S.S.R. and China. But the Watergate
the
U.S.S.R.
His summit meetings with
scandal brought fresh divisions to the counRussian
leader
Leonid I. Brezhnev protry and led ultimately to his resignation.
duced
a
treaty
to
limit strategic nuclear
His election in 1968 climaxed a career
weapons.
In
January
1973, he announced
unusual both for his early success and for
an
accord
with
North
Viet Nam to end
his comeback after being defeated for PresAmerican
involvement
in Indochina. In
ident in 1960 and for Governor of Califor1974,
his
Secretary
of
State,
Henry Kisnia in 1962. ’
singer,
negotiated
disengagement
agreeBorn in California in 1913, Nixon had a
brilliant record at Whittier College and ments between Israel and its opponents,
Duke University Law School before be- Egypt and Syria.
In 1972, Nixon defeated Democrat
ginning the practice of law. In 1940, he marG~orge
McGovern by one of the widest
ried Patricia Ryan; they have two daughters, Patricia and Julie. During World War margins on record.
Within a few months, his administration
II, Nixon served as a Navy lieutenant comwas
embattled over the so-called "Watermander in the Pacific.
gate"
scandal, stemming from a break-in at
On leaving the service, he was elected to
the
offices
of the Democratic National ComCongress from his California district. In
mittee
during
the 1972 campaign. The
1950, he won a Senate seat. Two years later,
break-in
was
traced
to officials of the ComGeneral Eisenhower selected Nixon, age
mittee
to
Re-elect
the
President. A number
39, to be his running mate.
of
administration
officials
resigned; some
As Vice President, Nixon performed sig
were
later
convicted
of
offenses
connected
nificant duties in the Eisenhower Adminiswith
efforts
to
cover
up
the
affair.
Nixon
tration. He was nominated for President by
denied
any
personal
involvement,
but
the
acclamation in .1960, but lost by a narrow
courts
forced
him
to
yield
tape
recordings
margin to John F. Kennedy. He continued
to campaign for other Republicans. In 1968, which indicated that he had, in fact, tried to
he again won his party’s nomination, and divert the investigation.
As a result of unrelated scandals in Marywent on to defeat Vice President Hubert
land,
Vice President Spiro T. Agnew reH. Humphrey and third-party candidate
signed
in 1973. Nixon nominated, and ConGeorge C. Wallace.
gress
approved,
House Minority Leader
In his first term, he proposed reforms in
Gerald R. Ford as Vice President.
such areas as welfare, tax laws, and the
Faced with what seemed almost certain
structure of the Government. His accomimpeachment,
Nixon announced on August
plishments while in office included revenue
8,
1974,
that
he
would resign the next day
sharing, the end of the draft, new anti-crime
to
begin
"that
process
of healing which is
laws, and a broad environmental program.
As he had promised, he appointed Justices so desperately needed in America."

R

Watergate scandal forced Richard M. Nixon to resign the Presidency1.
79

THIRTY-EIGHTH PRESIDENT 1974-1977

HEN Gerald R. Ford took the oath ually, Ford selected a cabinet of his own.
Ford established his policies during his
of office on August 9, 1974~ he declared, "I assume the Presidency first year in office, despite opposition from
under extraordinary circumstances .... This a heavily Democratic Congress. His first
is an hour of history that troubles our minds goal was to curb inflation. Then, when recession became the Nation’smost serious
and hurts our hearts."
It was indeed an unprecedented time. He domestic problem, he shifted to measures
had been the first Vice President chosen aimed at stimulating the economy. But, still
under the terms of the Twenty-fifth Amend- fearing inflation, Ford vetoed a number of
ment and, in the aftermath of the Watergate non-military appropriations bills that would
scandal, was succeeding the first President have further increased the already heavy
budgetary deficit. During his first fourteen
ever to resign.
Ford was confronted with almost insuper- months as President he vetoed 39 meaable tasks. There were the challenges of sures. His vetoes were usually ~sustained.
mastering inflation, reviving a depressed Ford continued as he had in his Congreseconomy, solving chronic energy shortages,sional days to view himself as "a moderate
in domestic affairs, a conservative in fiscal
and trying to ensure world peace.
The President acted to curb the trend affairs, and a dyed-in-the-wool internationtoward Government intervention andalist in foreign affairs." A major goal was to
spending as a means of solving the problemshelp business operate more freely by reducof American society and the economy. In ing taxes upon it and easing the controls exthe long run, he believed, this shift wouldercised by regulatory agencies. "We...
declared our independence 200 years ago,
bring a better life for all Americans.
Ford’s reputation for integrity and open- and we are not about to lose it now to paper
ness had made him popular during his shufflers and computers," he said.
twenty-five years in Congress. From 1965 In foreign affairs Ford acted vigorously
to 1973, he was House Minority Leader. to maintain U. S. power and prestige after
Born in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1913, he grew the collapse of Cambodia and South Viet
up in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He starred Nam. Preventing a new’war in the Middle
on the University of Michigan football team,East remained a major objective; by prothen went to Yale, where he served as as- viding aid to both Israel and Egypt, the Ford
sistant coach while earning his law degree.Administration helped persuade the two
During World War II he attained the rank of countries to accept an interim truce agreelieutenant commander in the Navy. After ment. Detente with the Soviet Union conthe war he returned to Grand Rapids, where tinued. President Ford and Soviet leader
he began the practice of law, and entered Leonid I. Brezhnev set new limitations upRepublican politics. A few weeks before on nuclear weapons.
his electionto Congress in 1948, he married President Ford won the Republican nomElizabeth Bloomer. They have four chil-ination for the Presidency in 1976, but lost
dren: Michael, John, Steven, and Susan. the election to his Democratic opponent,
As President, Ford tried to calm earlier former Governor Jimmy Carter of Georgia.
controversies by granting former President On Inauguration Day, President Carter
Nixon a full pardon. His nominee for Vicebegan his speech: "For myself and for our
President, former Governor Nelson Rocke- Nation, I want to thank my predecessor for
feller of New York, was the second person all he has done to heal our land." A grateful
to fill that office by appointment. Grad- people concurred.

W

Gerald R. Fordset out to restore confidence in the Presidency.
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HLS: Hastings Hall

http://www.law.harvard.edu/about/hastings.shtml

Virtual Tour

Previou~ I Next

Hastings Hall

Originally built as a dormitory, Hastings Hall was a gift to Harvard University by Walter
Hastings, whose ancestral home was nearby. The building provides living quarters for 96
students in 60 suites. The lower level houses the Publications Center, where most
administrative publications are produced, as well as nine scholarly journals edited by Law
School students. (The illustration depicts the Massachusetts Avenue side of Hastings Hall.)
With Hastings Hall at your back, you are facing Griswold Hall, #5, the next stop on your tour.
Enter Griswold through the door facing Hastings Hall.

Harvard Law School, 1563 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138
Phone: 617-495-3100; Contact Harvard Law School.
Copyright © 2003 The President and Fellows of Haniard College,
Last modified: Fri, Oct 12, 2001, 15:10:32 EDT.
URI:/about/hastings.shtml
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Harvard Law School - Dorm Layouts

~ HAR~vARD LAW SCHOOL

Dormitory Room Descriptions
Hastings Hall l North Hall I Wyeth Hall l Gropius Complex
(Click on an image to see the "big picture")

Hastings Hall
96 Students in Suites (36 doubles - 24 singles)
Bathrooms shared by 3 - 9 students

Exterior view of Hastings Hall Interior view of Hastinqs Hall study area Interior view of
Hastings Hall I Interior view of Hastings Hall 2
Building
Closest to library and
classrooms
5 townhouse entries
consisting of 5 floors each
Laundry facilities, kitchen,
pay phone in basement
Private mailboxes on 1st
floor of each entrance
No elevators

Suites
Bedrooms
Working brick fireplaces Double bedroom suites (shown) approx.
8’x 12’; single bedroom suites approx.
11’x 12’
Walk-in closets
Private phone line (phone not included)
Furnished with
Walk-in closets
bookcase, couch, chairs
Basic cable included
Furnished with bed (twin), desk, chairs,
bureau, mirror

Note: All room sizes and areas provided are approximate.
Return to top / Return to Dorm Information Page

North Hall
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142 students in single rooms and 1 2-person suite
Private bathrooms with shower stall

Exterior view of North Hall
Building
Single rooms
Individual climate controls
1.5 blocks from HLS
Kitchens on floors 3 and 5 Color TV with basic cable
108 sq ft standard rooms (shown) ~= 192 sq ft with bath
Large student lounge
10 oversized rooms -= 245 sq ft with bath
2 elevators
5 medium rooms -= 176 sq ft with bath
Vending machines
19 small rooms -= 144 sq ft with bath
Payphone in lobby
Laundry facilities
Furnished with full size bed (twin in small rooms), desk, chairs, end
table, large closets, bureau, carpet
Private phone line (phone not included)
Note: All room sizes and areas provided are approximate.
Return to top / Return to Dorm Information Page

Wyeth Hall
87 students in single rooms
2-3 students share a suite bathroom (suites may be co-ed)

Exterior view of Wyeth Hall
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Interior view of Wyeth Hall
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Building
100 yds north of library
Co-ed and single sex floors
Laundry facilities, storage, and common
area in basement
TV lounge, payphone, and mailboxes
Kitchen on every floor
One small elevator

Single rooms
24 small rooms up to 130 sq ft
29 medium rooms up to 180 sq ft
34 large rooms (shown)in excess of 180 sq ft
Furnished with bed (twin), desk, chair, bookcase,
bureau, mirror, carpet
Most rooms have 2 closets
Private phone line (phone not included)
Cable ready

Note: All room sizes and areas are approximate.
Return to top / Return to Dorm Informat on Page

Gropius Complex
5 buildings: Ames, Dane, Holmes, Story, Shaw
364 students in single rooms
Bathroom shared by up to 27 students
Interior view of Gropius Complex

Exterior view of Shaw and Story

Building
Standard dorm accomodations
Long central corridor accessing up to 27 single
rooms
At least one kitchen per building
6 co-ed floors (students may have to travel
farther to bathrooms)
Laundry facilities in Dane and Shaw
Vending machines and payphones in first floor
common areas
Mail boxes in first floor entry ways

Single rooms
Type 1 (261) -- 9’x 12’ (shown)
Type 2 (79) --- 9’x 13’
Type 3 (11) --- 7’x 19’
Type 4 (4) .... 12’x 13’
Type 5 (4) .... 12’x 16’
Type 6 (5) .... 12’x 17’
Furnished with bed (twin), desk, chairs, end
tables, shelving, carpet
Large closets with extra shelving
Private phone line (phone not included)
Cable ready

Note: All room sizes and areas provided are approximate.
Return to top / Return to Dorm Information Page

Information compiled by HLS Housing.
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magazine

The Paper Chase (1973)
directed by James Bridges
starring
÷
÷
÷
÷

Timothy Bottoms
Lindsay Wagner
John Houseman
Graham Beckel

photographed by Gordon Willis
written by James Bridges, from the novel by John Jay Osborn, Jr.

In the course of filmmaking history, a lot of movies have been made
about going to college. Most of them hold precious little resemblance
to any college I’ve ever been to; the students spend most of their time
getting drunk and laid, and no noticeable time actually going to school.
The Paper Chase, on the other hand, reminds me a great deal of my
school: Students spend most of their waking hours quietly obsessing
over their chosen fields of study, and sometimes engage in a little sex
or a little drink.., when they have the time. Of course, some students
have chosen sex and drink as their particular fields, and there are
plenty of other movies about them, but The Paper Chase is somewhat
refreshing as a college movie because it’s about guys who are, well,
geeks. They’re not geeks in the typical movie land sense (I counted
zero pocket protectors and one pair of horn-rimmed glasses), but
make no mistake, they are geeks - and they’ll be very successful
geeks if they can survive the long haul, which in this case is Harvard
Law School.
I’ve never been to law school, and I don’t plan to ever go, so the
specifics of how well The Paper Chase relates to the real experience of
Harvard Law will be lost on me (I’m told it’s quite accurate). But really
good movies don’t rely much on specifics, and The Paper Chase doesn’t
- it deals with issues and ideas that will be familiar to almost anyone
who’s ever gone to school. What sticks out in one’s mind most vividly
after watching the film is the relationship between two major
characters: James Hart (Timothy Bottoms), a first-year law student,
and his most difficult teacher, Professor Kingsfield (John Houseman).
Writer-director James Bridges does an awfully good job with this
relationship, so good that one might be inclined to forget some of the
problems that crop up in other subplots, such as the awkwardness of
the romance between Hart and Kingsfield’s daughter Susan (Lindsay
Wagner). It’s pretty clear that Bridges had nowhere near as much
interest in this portion of Hart’s life as he did in the classroom portion
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of it, but what’s interesting is that the film probably came off much
better because of Bridges’ lack of interest in the more conventional
part of the story. One almost wishes the love-interest subplot could be
snipped entirely, but then it would negate the meaning of the film’s
title: Hart comes to the realization that all he’s been chasing is a piece
of paper (his diploma), and that there are more important things in
life. Even so, the focus on classroom "action" and the specifics of legal
jargon are what set The Paper Chase apart from other films of its ilk.
So we’re stuck with a slightly schizophrenic film here; one part of it
isn’t carrying its full weight, and the film works anyway, because the
other part is so strong. Bottoms, an actor who delivered some
excellent performances in the early 70’s before promptly disappearing
off the face of the earth, pulls more than his weight here; he’s the
protagonist, the one saddled with the task of carrying the film.
Bottoms’ great talent is that he almost never looks like he’s acting. As
written, Hart is already a charming, intelligent, personable fellow, but
Bottoms makes him real. I love the scene in which he first meets his
study partner (Ford, a rather pompous fellow, though not nearly as
pompous as some of the people they’ll meet): Bottoms just sits back,
observes Ford, waits for his moment, and delivers the zinger in
pitch-perfect deadpan.
Even that, however, is not as good as the scenes between Hart and
Kingsfield. As the professor, Houseman received a great deal of praise
for his performance in the role (a Best Supporting Actor Oscar, no
less), but a close look at The Paper Chase may be quite revealing of
how much Houseman does not do. Bridges and cinematographer
Gordon Willis do such a magnificent job of creating the Kingsfield
mystique that Houseman barely even has to try: Kingsfield is
developed in the way the students talk about him, always in hushed
tones, and in the way Willis shoots Houseman consistently from low
angles - he towers over every classroom scene. This is, of course, not
meant to take away from Houseman’s work; he doesn’t show a whole
lot of range here, but leaves little question that he was the right actor
for the right part. Who else could have mastered the downplay
Kingsfield needed in his employ to be truly effective? He cannot
singularly recognize anyone in his class - to show recognition is to
show weakness - but those who are on his level will know when he
does. It’s marvelous work, and I don’t feel bad about saying that
Houseman probably did deserve that Oscar, even though it wound up
typecasting him.
The Paper Chase is not a terribly complicated film. It concerns itself
with small, understated relationships, and it’s not looking to make any
grand statements. It is, ultimately, simply an intelligent film about
intelligent people, punctuated occasionally by scenes of humor and
scenes of pathos, and carried through by its unwavering commitment
to the creation of its world. I will never go to law school, but The Paper
Chase makes me feel that I have already been there.

review by ~ (December 8, 2001)
Find out more about The Paper Chase on its IMDb page
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History of Irvine

Archeological research establishes prehistoric
man in the Irvine area at least 12,000 years
ago, possibly even 18,000 years ago.
Scattered evidence of early campsites and
rock shelters can be seen in the undeveloped
parts of the city.
Gabrielino Indians moved into the Irvine area
2,000 years ago, establishing dozens of
villages. One village was located near the
present San 3oaquin marsh and another near
the San Joaquin golf course.

Gabrielino Indians were the
original inhabitants of what is
now Orange County.
Photograph courtesy of
The Irvine Historical Society

The Gabrielinos were of the Shosonean
language group. They enjoyed an abundant
food supply of shellfish, waterfowl and land
animals. They lived in round, woven huts and
were excellent basket weavers and makers of
seashell and stone jewelry.

Gaspar de Portola, a Spanish explorer,
entered the San Joaquin Valley in 1769,
abruptly ending the tranquil life of the
Gabrielinos. With the Spanish came forts,
missions and herds of cattle. The King of
Spain began to parcel out lands for missions
and for a few large, private land grants. In
1831, after gaining independence from Spain,
the Mexican government secularized the
missions, assumed control of land holdings
and began distributing ranchos to Mexican
citizens who applied for grants.

The original Spanish and Mexican Ranchos
of Los Angeles County.
Photograph courtesy of
The Irvine Historical Society

Three large Spanish/Mexican grants made up
the land that later became the Irvine Ranch:
Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana, Rancho San
Joaquin and Rancho Lomas de Santiago. The
oldest, Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana, an
early Spanish grant to the Yorba family, was
confirmed by the Mexican government.
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In 1837, San Juan Capistrano mission lands
were granted to Don Jose Sepulveda, later
becoming Rancho San Joaquin. Rancho
Lomas de Santiago was granted to Teodosio
Yorba in 1846. In that year, the Mexican army
was defeated in the final battle of the
Mexican-American War. The Treaty of
Guadalupe was signed and California was
annexed to the United States.
The Congressional Act of 1851 forced
landholders to reapply to the Board of Land
Commissioners to get valid title to their
ranchos. Original grantees, however, had
produced large families who were deeding,
selling and trading portions of the large
ranchos to family members and outsiders.
Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana fell prey to
tangled titles. In 1868, outside investor Abel
Stearns was successful in his suit to dissolve
the rancho and divide the property among the
claimants, four of whom were prosperous
sheep ranchers: Benjamin and Thomas Flint,
Llewellyn Bixby and James Irvine.

James Irvine I
James Irvine I bought half interest
in three major Southern California ranchos
as a silent partner of
Flint, Bixby & Co.,
a sheep-raising venture.
Photograph courtesy of
The Irvine Historical Society

Meanwhile, Jose Sepulveda, owner of Rancho
San 3oaquin, was heavily in debt. In 1864,
the year of the Great Drought, Sepulveda sold
his 50,000 acres to Irvine, Flint and Bixby for
$18,000. In 1866, Irvine, Flint and Bixby
acquired the 47,000-acre Rancho Lomas de
Santiago for $7,000. Much of the rancho was
not suitable for cultivation, but did border the
Santa Ana River on the north, thereby
securing valuable water rights.
The Irvine, Flint and Bixby ranches were
devoted to sheep grazing, although in the
1870’s tenant farming was permitted. In
1878, James Irvine acquired his partners’
interests for $150,000. His 110,000 acres
stretched 23 miles from the Pacific Ocean to
the Santa Ana River.
James Irvine died in 1886. In 1893, his son,
James Irvine, Jr., came into full possession of
the ranch which he incorporated into The
Irvine Company one year later. James, Jr.
began shifting ranch operations to field crops,
olive and citrus orchards.
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During World War I, agriculture had
intensified, and by 1918, some 60,000 acres
of lima beans were grown on the Irvine
Ranch. During World War II, two Marine
Corps air facilities were built on land sold to
the government by The Irvine Company.
James Irvine, Jr. died in 1947 at the age of
80. Presidency of the company fell to his son
Myford, who began opening small sections of
the ranch to urban development. Myford died
in 1959.
In 1959, the University of California asked
The Irvine Company for 1,000 acres for a new
campus. The Irvine Company agreed, and the
State accepted the land and purchased an
additional 500 acres. The University’s
consulting architect, William Pereira, and
Irvine Company planners drew up master
plans for a city of 50,000 people surrounding
the university. The area would include
industrial zones, residential and recreational
areas, commercial centers and greenbelts.
The Irvine Industrial Complex West (now
known as The Irvine Business Complex)
opened and the villages of Turtle Rock,
University Park, Culverdale, the Ranch and
Walnut were completed by 1970.

Fly past parade at the El Toro airbase Circa
1943
Photograph courtesy of
The Flying Leatherneck Aviation Museum

On December 28, 1971, the residents of these
communities voted to incorporate a
substantially larger city than that envisioned
by the original Pereira plan in order to control
the future of the area and protect its tax
base.
By January 1999, the City of Irvine had a
population of 134,000 and a total area of 43
square miles. Future plans, however, call for a
population of over 200,000 on 46.7 square
miles by the year 2020.
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Thirty years ago, the City of Irvine was still in
its infancy. Today, Irvine has grown into what
many describe as a "total destination," a
community boasting state-of-the-art
transportation programs and systems, an
enterprising business environment, stellar
educational institutions and a team-like
lifestyle.
Irvine’s noteworthy, present-day status didn’t
evolve from happenstance. It’s the outcome
of mastermind planners, and those engaged
to institute the plan. Each day, the Irvine City
leaders and staff work diligently to ensure a
quality environment for the City’s future.
Using the City’s Strategic Business Plan and
the General Plan, the Irvine City Council
makes decisions, based on fiscal limitations,
that will:
¯ Maintain and enhance Irvine’s physical
environment that will prevent
community deterioration
¯ Secure a safe community by assuring
the right balance between public safety
services and prevention strategies
¯ Encourage economic prosperity by
attracting and retaining businesses and
sales tax
¯ Promote effective government by
assuring that the City organization is
flexible, market-based and customer
focused in its service delivery
For more than 30 years, residents and
businesses have been choosing the City of
Irvine because of its dedication to maintaining
its reputation as one of the safest,
master-planned, business-friendly
communities in the country. This dedication
makes Irvine the strong community it is
today, and what it will be for generations to
come.

~.
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Community Heritage
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA CHRONOLOGY
As of May, 2000
Compiled by Christine ,Savage Palmer, City Historian
Exploration
Founding and
and Be.qinnin,qs ~o~f
of the Mission Mission Santa
Period
Barbar__r~a
1786-1796

Economic
Secularization and
Growth and
Structural Decline
Expansion of the 1834-1845
Mission
~
1797-1833

Be.qinnin.qs of
the American
Period
1845-1855

Modern
Restoration
Efforts~
1925-1953

Expansion and
Interest in
Restoration,
1856-1924

Stewardship and
Modernization,
1953-present

Exploration and Beginnings of the Mission Period,
1542-1785
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo sailed up
1542
the Santa Barbara Channel, and
made first contact with the Chumash
inhabitants of the area in October.
He died the following year and was
buried on San Miguel Island in
January.
1602

1769

1772

1776

1780

1782
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Sebastian Vizc~ino entered Santa
Barbara Channel on a Spanish
voyage of exploration on December
4, giving the body of water its current
name because that was the Roman
Catholic Feast Day of Saint Barbara.
Gaspflr de Portol~ and Franciscan
Padre Junipero Serra founded the
Presidio and Mission at San Diego,
initiating the Hispanic colonization of
Alta California. By August, the
Portol~ Expedition had reached
Santa Barbara but did not found a
settlement.
Commandante Pedro Fages and
Father Serra set out on an
exploratory expedition that reached
the present-day site of Santa
Barbara on September 6.
Captain Juan Bautista de Anza
passed through the area of Santa
Barbara, leading a group of colonists
to San Francisco Bay.
Teodoro de Croiz, Commandant
General of the Interior Provinces,
authorized the establishment of a
mission and presidio in the Santa
Barbara Channel area.
Santa Barbara Royal Presidio was
founded on April 21 by Governor
Filipe de Neve and Padre Serra.
Lieutenant Jose Francisco Ortega
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1784

1784

1784

1785

1785

was placed in command. Serving
under him were seven officers, 36
soldiers, and nine Christian Indian
attendants. The formal founding of
Mission Santa Barbara was delayed.
1784 The command of the Santa
Barbara Presidio passed from
Comandante Ortega to Don Felipe
de Goycoechea on January 25. His
company consisted of 57 men,
including three sergeants, two
corporals and fifty privates; fifteen of
these men were stationed at San
Buenaventura Mission. The palisade
around the presidio was completed
by this time, and the water supply
came from Mission Creek which
flowed to the front gate. The military
staff were partially self-supporting
with wheat from about thirty acres
sown by the soldiers to the west of
the presidio.
The first adobe housing construction
began at the Santa Barbara Presidio
on June 14 and included three
storehouses, a guardhouse,
barracks and three residences.
Death of Father Junipero Serra.
Comandante Ortega was relieved
and transferred to Monterey. The
complement of the military force at
the Santa Barbara Presidio included
50-54 privates, two corporals,
two-to-three sergeants, a second
lieutenant (ensign), and a lieutenant.
(Geiger 1965, Bancroft 1966)
As of August 9, Goycoechea
employed 20-30 Chumash in the
ongoing construction of the Presidio,
including the fabrication of roofing
tiles for three warehouses, and the
cultivation of crops (Whitehead
1996:129).
1785 Sixty roof beams hewn from
timber cut at Monterey were shipped
to the Santa Barbara Presidio on the
frigate Favorita (Whitehead
1996:129).

Founding and Early Growth of Mission Santa Barbara,
1786-1796
1786 Presidio horses were pastured to the north of the
Chumash village of Mescaltitan, located on an island in
Goleta slough (no longer extant), and were guarded by
nine privates and one corporal (Whitehead 1996:130).
1786 Goycoechea collected a supply of 20,000 adobe bricks in
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May for construction at the Santa Barbara Presidio. They
were used to erect walls for the soldiers’ barracks and
sergeant’s quarters. By September, the guardhouse,
sergeant’s quarters and five soldiers’ residences were
covered with tile (Whitehead 1996:131 ).
The first marriage was performed at the Presidio for
Joseph Calisto and Juana Vitala Feliz on December 3
(Whitehead 1996:133).
Father Fermin de LasuCn founded Mission Santa
Barbara on December 4, and officially recognized on
December 14. No construction immediately occurred at
the Mission site due to heavy, continuous rains. Mission
fathers lived at the nearby presidio during this period.
Temporary buildings of palisade were constructed,
including a chapel, living quarters for missionaries,
kitchen, and storerooms. Agricultural implements at the
Mission included eight crowbars, 15 pickaxes, six
ploughshares, 12 plough points, five machetes, 12
sickles, 12 large heavy knives, eight ploughs, and one
wooden cart. (Engelhardt 1923:54; Geiger 1965)
Construction at the Mission began early in the year. The
earliest buildings were believed to form a single wing of
the west side of the Mission quadrangle. All structures
were built of poles and roofed with grass (a technique
known as jacal), with the exception of the four rooms of
unidentified function. Esperanza Maria was the first
Chumash baptized, in the Mission’s temporary log
chapel. The Mission’s first neophyte marriages and
burials also occurred. Franciscan missionaries reported
the production of 156 fanegas (equivalent to 265 bushels)
of wheat, barley, corn, beans, peas, and horsebeans.
Regarding livestock, missionaries reported 24 cows,
three bulls, 19 tame oxen, 34 calves, 27 sheep, 87 goats,
nine pack and saddle mules, 20 horses, 11 mares, and
one stallion. The chapel at Santa Barbara Presidio was
completed. The Mission received its first shipment of
cloth. (Geiger 1965, Bancroft 1966)
The first marriage of a presidio soldier took place at the
new Mission Santa Barbara on June 12. Hilario Gimenez,
a member of the guard, took Indian neophyte Juana
Maria as his wife (Whitehead 1996:133).
As of November 3, the presidio staffing was one
lieutenant, three sergeants, two corporals and fifty
privates. They utilized 124 horses and 109 mules for
transportation. The church, houses of the officers,
chaplain’s quarters and five soldiers’ quarters were
completed and in use at the presidio (Whitehead
1996:134). Two sides of the quadrangle had been
completed, a third side had been started, and a fourth
side had been laid out (Whitehead 1996:135).
Mission La Purisima Concepcion was founded near
present day Lompoc by Father Lasuen on December 8
(Writers’ Project 1941:187).
During the first six months nothing was built at Mission
Santa Barbara this year except for a corral due to food
shortages in the first half of the year. During the next six
months, the first tiles at the Mission were made. The four
rooms begun the previous year were roofed with tile, as
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was the monjerio, and the house for the single men,
which became a granary. A new house (33 x 14 feet) was
built of poles and roofed with tile, as was a room of adobe
to serve as a kitchen. The church was extended with
walls of half adobe and roofed with tiles. (Engelhardt
1923:58; O’Keefe 1895:10)
1788 The quadrangle walls at the presidio were completed to
form the enclosure and the roofs of the structures inside
were finished with tiles (Whitehead 1996:137).
1789 A second church (82 ½ x 16 ½ feet) was erected, this
time of all adobe, and roofed with tile. The former
thatch-and-poles chapel was removed. Also constructed
was a larger granary (85 x 19 feet), and nearby a new
monjerio (33 x 19 feet), two rooms of 14 x 12 feet, one to
serve as a henhouse, the other a jail, all built of adobes
and tile. A room for the storage of horse and mule gear
(25 x 14 feet) was constructed of poles, and roofed in tile.
Additionally, a formal cemetery was laid out at the
Mission. Note: Engelhardt mistakenly referred to the
second church as being 108 x 17 feet. (Engelhardt
1923:61 ; Geiger 1963:6-7; Geiger 1965:41; O’Keefe
1895:10-11)
1790 Several buildings were constructed this year, all of
adobes and tiles, as all buildings were after this year.
They consisted of two apartments for the padres (27 ½ x
16 ½ feet). Each apartment had a parlor (16 ½ feet long)
and a bedroom. A long building (165 x 16 ½ feet) was
constructed containing eight rooms: the refectory,
kitchen, toilet, tool room, wood room, jail, flour room, and
a room for the women. The building was roofed in tile,
and each room provided with a door and window. In
addition, a new granary was built (33 x 19 feet), and a
place where the pozole (meat and vegetable stew) was
made. Note: in Egenhoff (1952:154)the flour room is
translated to mean a mill, and O’Keefe describes it as a
meal room. Neither Engelhardt nor O’Keefe mention the
construction of the pozolera. (Engelhardt 1923:60;
O’Keefe 1895:11)
1790 Sixty-one officers and soldiers were serving at the
presidio along with six other men. They were
accompanied by their wives and children for a total of 230
people living at the site (Whitehead 1996:140).
1791 A carpenter was brought to Mission Santa Barbara to
teach his trade to neophytes. (Engelhardt 1923). Four
new adobe buildings were constructed this year. They
included a soldier’s barracks (27 ½ x 16 ½ feet), a
storeroom for carpenter’s tools, and two rooms for farm
equipment and tools. Note: O’Keefe describes the room
as a carpenter’s shop. (Engelhardt 1923:62; O’Keefe
1895:11)
Two
large corrals were built of stone. One (247 ½ x 206
1792
feet) was for cattle, the other (206 x 137 ½ feet) for
sheep. Note: Engelhardt translated 75 varas as 208 ft.
(Engelhardt 1923:62; O’Keefe 1895:11)
1793 A third church (124 x 25 feet) of adobe was begun, and
an adjoining sacristy (25 x 14 feet). Both buildings were
tiled and plastered. A brick and tile portico was added in
front of the church. (Father Paterna, the Mission’s
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founding Franciscan, died early in the year.) Note:
Engelhardt describes the sacristy as 26 feet (Engelhardt
1923:62; O’Keefe 1895:11 ).
British Naval Captain George Vancouver visited Santa
Barbara November 10-18 as part of his exploration of the
Pacific. He described an oil slick on the surface of the
sea off the coast of Santa Barbara. He found the small
town to be more civilized than any other of the Spanish
coastal settlements he had visited. He remarked that
most of the ceramic tableware used by those living at the
presidio was made in England. (Wilbur 1954; Whitehead
1996:142; Writers’ Project, 1941:188). His book
describing his travels, Voyage of Discovery, was first
published in 1798. (Geiger 1965)
The third church was completed at Mission Santa
Barbara and remained in use until an earthquake in 1812.
Constructed this year were a granary (71 ½ x 19 feet)
with whitewashed walls, a weaving room (49 ½ x 19 feet)
with a patio (27 ½ x 49 ½ feet), and a sheep corral (170
½ square feet) with an eight-foot-high wall. An adobe wall
(124 x 44 feet) was constructed around the cemetery.
The top of this wall was covered with tiles. Note:
Engelhardt translated 7 varas as only 17 feet, and applied
this figure to the width of the granary and weaving room.
He described the corral as 172 feet square with a 9 feet
wall. (Engelhardt 1923:62-63; Geiger 1963:6-7, 1965:33;
O’Keefe 1895:12)
Franciscans at Mission Santa Barbara requested
assistance from the San Luis Obispo and Purisima
Missions due to drought (Geiger 1965). The roof on 2 ½
sides of the tile-paved quadrangle were renovated. Roof
beams of pine replaced the old beams of sycamore and
poplar. A new addition (69 x 8 feet) was added to the
missionaries’ quarters, and contained two bedrooms and
two studies. Note: Engelhardt described the width of the
quarters as 9 feet. (Engelhardt 1923:63; O’Keefe
1895:12)
¯ 1796 The one thousandth baptism of Chumash Indians
occurred at Mission Santa Barbara. Weaving rooms were
established. Typhoid and pneumonia were reported at the
missions. (Geiger 1965, Walker and Johnson 1992)
Workers continued to replace roof beams with new ones
of pine on the remainder of the quadrangle. A front
corridor (124 x 8 feet) facing in the direction of the
presidio was built of brick pillars supporting a tile roof to
protect the wing’s adobe walls from southeastern storms.
A patio corridor (49 ½ x 8 feet) was established along the
weaving rooms with an adobe room (16 ½ x 8 feet) at
either end. This completed the first quadrangle.
(Engelhardt 1923:63-54; Geiger 1963:88-89, 126-129,
1965:42; O’Keefe 1895:12-13)

Economic Growth and Expansion ofthe Mission Complex,
1797-1833
1797

5 of 29

1797 A second quadrangle, north of the first, was
initiated with an entrance from the old Mission.
Constructed were three granaries (69 feet long
each), and an additional room (16 ½ feet long)that
gave entry to two of the granaries. A smithy (25 x

01/16/2003 1:39 PM

Community heritage-Chronology

1797

1797
1798

1799

1800

6 of 29

http://www.ci, santa-barbara.ca.us/d...y_development¢heritage/history.html

16 ½ feet), chicken house (25 x 16 ½ feet), and a
room for calves (27 ½ x 16 ½ feet) were also built.
Note: Engelhardt describes the entrance to the
granary as 29 feet (Engelhardt 1923:66; Geiger
1965:42; O’Keefe 1895:13).
1797 In April, presidio troops were being given
daily drill in the handling of arms and was acting in
a state of alert against an expected English
invasion. France had declared war against Britain,
Holland and Spain early in 1793, and had invaded
Spain in 1794. In July 1795, Spain signed a peace
treaty with France, and in August 1796, Spain
allied itself with France against Britain. Spain’s
coonies were aware of the possibility of invasion by
the English all during these years (Whitehead
1996:148).
1797 The presidio chapel was dedicated on
December 12 (Whitehead 1996:149).
Nineteen houses for the neophytes were
constructed southwest of the Mission quadrangle
as the beginning of the Indian village. Each
apartment was 11 x 18 feet and contained a door
and moveable window. They were whitewashed
inside and out. A 5775 feet circumference, 8 feet
high wall capped with tiles was built to enclose a
kitchen garden, vineyard, and orchard. Note:
Engelhardt describes each room as 12 ft. wide,
and the wall as 8 ½ ft. high, and the circumference
of the wall as 3300 ft. (equivalent to 1200 varas, as
was reported by O’Keefe). The total population of
Hispanics in the Santa Barbara area was 370.
(Geiger 1965, Bancroft 1966; Engelhardt
1923:66-67; O’Keefe 1895:13)
1799 Another granary (124 x 18 ft.) was built. A
110 ft. square reservoir was planned. Note:
Engelhardt mistakenly attributes some construction
work of 1800 to 1799 (neophyte houses and
corridor). At the Mission were 864 neophytes, 433
women and 431 men. The number of baptisms
recorded at the Mission were 1,756, deaths 736,
and 397 marriages. (Engelhardt 1923:67; O’Keefe
1895:14)
A minor earthquake occurred resulting in little
damage to the Mission. Thirty-one new neophyte
houses were constructed in the village, all with
doors and windows, mortared on the outside and
whitewashed on the interior. Houses were built to
form a street. Corridors of brick and mortar were
constructed along three walls of the Mission
quadrangle. Note: O’Keefe mistakenly reports the
number of neophyte houses as 32. Father Estevan
Tapis wrote a letter to Father Lasuen countering
the charge from Captain Goycoechea that Mission
Indians received insufficient food. The document
contains important information on neophyte diet
and Mission agriculture, and discusses conflicts
with the Presidio regarding neophyte labor. A
corporal was brought to the Mission to teach
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neophytes the trade of tanning. By this time, 60
neophytes were engaged in weaving. The Mission
suffers only minimal damage during an earthquake.
(Bancroft 1966, Engelhardt 1923:68, Geiger 1965;
O’Keefe 1895:14)
1801 A diphtheria epidemic was reported in the
missions. Thirty-one new neophyte houses were
constructed in the village. An adobe house (58 x
16-½ ft.)was built, and divided into a bedroom,
reception room, kitchen, and chicken house.
O’Keefe described this house as for the use of the
head gardener and his family, although his source
for this is not given. (Egenhoff 1952:20;Walker and
Johnson 1992)
1802 Thirty-one additional neophyte houses were
built. The village was enclosed on three sides with
an adobe wall 8 feet high. high. A building (55 x 16
½ ft.) was built containing five tanks for tanning
hides. Adjacent to the tannery was a majordomo’s
house (49 ½ x 16 ~/2 ft.) with a bedroom, reception
room, and kitchen. A corridor was built along both
the tannery and majordomo’s house. In addition,
five rooms (110 x 16 ½ ft.) were constructed for
various purposes. (Engelhardt 1923:84-86; Geiger
1963:14, 1965:42; O’Keefe 1895:14)
1803 The two thousandth baptism occurred. The
largest number of neophytes, 1,792, was recorded
at the Mission during this year. The Mission’s
sheep herds were at their largest extent with
11,221 head. Forty-eight more neophyte houses
were constructed (161 total in the village). In
addition, a chapel (60 ½ x 25 ft.) dedicated to San
Miguel was built at Cienguitas (or La Cienguita), a
rancheria 2 leagues (approximately 6 miles) from
the Mission. (Engelhardt 1923:86; O’Keefe
1895:15; Geiger 1965:42)
The three thousandth baptism occurred. Reported
at the Mission were 1,896 neophytes. Franciscans
established San Marcos Rancho beyond the
mountains as an expansion of the Mission’s
ranching activities. Mission Santa In~s was
founded in part to take pressure off Santa
Barbara’s neophyte and livestock populations.
Thirty-seven additional houses in the neophyte
village were built. A large partially covered patio
was constructed for various neophyte uses. Note:
both O’Keefe and Engelhardt translated patio as a
mud wall around a yard. (Engelhardt 1923:86;
O°Keefe 1895:16; Geiger 1965)
Mission Santa Ines was founded by Father
Estevan Tapis on September 17 near present day
Santa Ynez.
Thirty-six more houses were constructed (234 total
in the village), in addition to two large rooms for
granaries and one for wood. Father Estevan Tapis
wrote a letter to Governor Arillaga. The letter
contained information on neophyte punishments
and Franciscan ideas of freedom and duties.
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(Geiger 1965; Engelhardt 1923:87-88; O’Keefe
1895:17)
A large stone reservoir was built 110 ft. square,
and 7 ft. Deep under the direction of Father Ripoll.
The "Indian Dam" was built across Mission Creek.
These water collection devices were also
constructed to serve the residents of the Santa
Barbara Presidio. An earthquake occurred on
March 24, causing extensive damage to the
Presidio Chapel, but little damage at the Mission. A
measles epidemic was reported at the missions.
The presidial complement of soldiers increased to
66 men. (Engelhardt 1923:88; Geiger 1965:16,
Walker and Johnson 1992, Bancroft 1970; O’Keefe
1895:18
Eighteen additional houses were built in the
neophyte village as the last additions (252 total).
Four houses for soldiers were constructed, facing
the church. A dam of rough stone and mortar was
built across Mission (Pedregosa) Creek. The date
of construction of the Rattlesnake Canyon Dam is
unknown, but likely to be in 1807 or 1808. Also
apparently constructed this year, but curiously not
specified in the annual report, was the grist mill,
upper reservoir, and long segments of aqueduct.
(Engelhardt 1923:88; Geiger 1965:52-53; O’Keefe
1895:18)
Hogs were introduced to the Mission. (Geiger
1965) The fountain and laundry were built in front
of the Mission (for the benefit of humanity) and a
house for pottery making. The annual report also
notes unfinished work. (Engelhardt 1923:90;
Geiger 1963:14-15, 1965:53; O’Keefe 1895:18)
The Mission’s cattle herds were at their largest
extent with 5,200 head. (Geiger 1965) The priests’
dwelling (facing towards the ocean) was enlarged
with a wall of lime and stone and a flat roof meant
to be walked upon. Engelhardt attributes the
beginnings of this construction to 1808, and notes
that it was not completed until 1811. (Engelhardt
1923:90; O’Keefe 1895:18)
Mexico revolted against Spain for its independence
beginning on September 16. (Geiger 1965) The
Santa Barbara Mission priests only note that work
started in the previous year was continued.
(Engelhardt 1923:90; O’Keefe 1895:18)
Ships from Mexico no longer brought goods to
California, resulting in unpaid soldiers’ wages. The
Santa Barbara Presidio required the Mission to
supply food and clothing. (Geiger 1965) The
enlargement of the priests’ quarters was finished,
including a corridor of stone arches. Work began
on the completion of the church’s facade.
(Engelhardt 1923:90; Geiger 1963:8-9, 88-91;
O’Keefe 1895:18). An earthquake occurred on
December 8 (Writers’ Project 1941:188).
A major earthquake struck on December 21,
causing severe damage to the Santa Barbara
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Mission buildings, including the third church and its
not-yet-completed fa(;ade and the Presidio
compound. The priests recommended that the
church be entirely replaced. A temporary church
and a temporary chapel was built at their
respective locations the following year (Geiger
1965:43; Engelhardt 1923:90-91; O’Keefe
1895:19). The same earthquake also destroyed
Mission La Purisima (Writers’ Project 1941:188).
1813

1814

1815

1815
1816

1817

9 of 29

Father Ram6n OIb(}s responded to a questionnaire
sent to Mission Santa Barbara by a government
official. This questionnaire, sent the previous year,
solicited information on the natives of California
and the progress of the missions. Missionary
answers to questions on native education, Spanish
speaking abilities, feelings toward the Spanish,
virtues and vices, religion, social status, marriages,
curing techniques, food sources, burial customs,
and general conditions within the mission have
great potential for describing the native condition
and ideology. At the end of this year, the Mission
counted 2,300 horses, the highest number of these
herds. (Geiger and Meighan 1976, Geiger 1965).
The priests reported only that all was the same as
in previous years. O’Keefe states that the ruins of
the old Church were taken down in this and the
next year. In contrast, Engelhardt reports that the
priests were baptizing in a temporary palisade
chapel in the beginning of the year, and in the
Church during the end of the year. He assumes
that repairs were made to the old Church, and
further asserts that the Fourth Church was built
literally around the walls of the Third. Geiger
confirms this assertion and further notes that
portions of the Third Church were discovered
during the restoration of 1952. (Engelhardt
1923:101; Geiger 1963:12-13; 1965:43; O’Keefe
1895:19)
Extensive repairs were made to the Mission Santa
Barbara neophyte village, caused by earthquake
and heavy rains. (Geiger 1965:44)
Additional repairs to structures continued. O’Keefe
and Geiger note that construction of the new
sandstone church (the fourth and present church)
began in this year. This structure was built around
the third adobe church. Father Ripoll, generally
credited with the design of the fourth Church, was
assigned to the Mission in this year. (Geiger
1965:43-44; O’Keefe 1895:19)
Jose De La Guerra was appointed Comandante of
Santa Barbara Presidio.
The report prepared by the priests of Mission
Santa Barbara for this year was the same as the
last -- repairs to the Mission structures caused by
the December, 1812 earthquake continued.
Construction resumed this year. Twenty harnesses
were added, along with tools for carpentry. A wing
of adobe was built, containing a granary, room for
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calves, and room for tools and field implements.
The roof of the front wing facing the presidio was
remodeled from a flat to a gable roof. (Engelhardt
1923:102; Geiger 1965:44; O’Keefe 1895:19)
1818

Hippolyte Bouchard invaded Alta California. Some
of Mission Santa Barbara’s neophytes and goods
were moved inland to Mission Santa In~s, causing
disruption. Father Ripoll armed the neophytes with
bows and arrows and knives. Thirty neophyte
horsemen were armed with lances. No harm was
caused at the Mission due to a truce between
Bouchard and Captain Jos~ de la Guerra. Santa
Barbar~’s first Yankee settler, Joseph Chapman,
was captured from Bouchard, where he had been
impressed into service. He later became known for
the construction of a fulling mill at Santa In~s,
among other accomplishments. (Geiger 1965,
Engelhardt 1923). The priests report only that
everything was as the year before, and repair and
construction work continued. O’Keefe notes that
construction work on the fourth church building was
ongoing. (O’Keefe 1895:19)

1819
1820

The report was the same as the previous year’s.
The fourth church was completed and dedicated on
September 10 in the presence of the Mexican
Governor of Alta California, __ Sola. The priests
described the new church facade as dressed stone
and mortar, with walls of sold sandstone 5 ½ ft.
thick, with stone buttresses. A massive two-story
bell tower was also constructed. They also
described the church interior with its plastered
ceilings, paintings, and painted marble columns
and altars. A statue of Saint Barbara was placed in
the niche of the facade, and statues of Faith, Hope,
and Charity were placed at the apex of the
triangular facade. The floor of the church was
described as burnished bitumen. O’Keefe
describes the new church dimensions as 60 varas
(165 ft.) long by 14 varas (38 ½ ft.) wide, with a
height of 10 varas (27 ½ ft.) (Engelhardt
1923:111-113; Geiger 1963:6-13 1965:43; O’Keefe
1895:19-20)
The Treaty of CSrdova, announcing Mexico’s
independence from Spain, was signed. The
College of San Fernando took an oath of allegiance
to the new government. At Santa Barbara, the
Spanish flag was lowered. The Franciscans
reported a harvest at Mission Santa Barbara of
12,820 bushels of crops, including wheat, barley,
corn, and vegetables. No new buildings were
added to the Mission compound as it was
considered to be complete (Geiger 1965:49)

1821

1822-1823 A measles epidemic was reported at the missions.
(Walker and Johnson 1992)
1823
Mexico adopted a republican form of government.
(Geiger 1965)
1824
Both Alta and Baja California constituted a territory
under Mexican government rule. The Chumash
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neophytes revolted against the priests and soldiers
in February. Initially set off by the ill treatment of a
Mission La Purisima neophyte, and fostered by
neophyte unhappiness with the mission system
and military presence, the revolt quickly spread to
other missions. Neophytes at Mission Santa
Barbara armed themselves. During a skirmish with
the Presidio guards, neophytes wounded several
soldiers. Five neophytes died in the fray.
Neophytes broke into the Mission’s storeroom and
carried away money and clothes. The vast majority
of neophytes then abandoned the Mission, heading
up Mission Canyon. Soldiers killed more neophytes
in days following and sacked the neophyte village.
A truce eventually stopped the revolt and soldiers
were sent out to capture neophyte fugitives. Most
neophytes returned to the Mission by June. Father
Ripoll defended the Indians’ actions, indirectly
blaming the military. In Mission registers were
listed 923 neophytes, 430 females and 532 males,
a decrease of 43 neophytes from the previous
year. (Geiger 1965, Engelhardt 1923, Bancroft
1970)
1825
1825 Father Ripoll left Mission Santa Barbara
rather than take an oath of allegiance to the new
government. (Geiger 1965)
In December the first Ayuntamiento was ordered
1826
by Governor Echeandia which changed the Santa
Barbara Presidio from military to civil government
(Writers’ Project 1941:188).
1827
Auguste Bernard Duhaut-Cilly visited California,
including Santa Barbara (Geiger 1965). Note:
Duhaut-Cilly’s writings on California are much
cited. They are quoted in detail in Engelhardt’s
(1923), Egenhoff’s (1952), and Webb’s (1952)
publications.
1827-1828 Additional outbreaks of measles epidemics were
reported. (Walker and Johnson 1992)
1828

1829

American settler Daniel Hill constructed an adobe
house with the first wooden floor in Santa Barbara.
Now known as the Carrillo Adobe, the residence
was named for one of California’s most
distinguished families (Writers’ Project 1941:189).
1829 The first Mexican school was established in
Santa Barbara (Writers’ Project 1941:189).

1829-1830 Alfred Robinson twice visited Santa Barbara. His
later writings on this visit include information on
neophyte life and the state of the Mission
(Robinson 1891). He continued to visit the area
and later married a daughter of the de la Guerra
family. (Geiger 1965)
1831
Construction of a second tower was begun at
Mission Santa Barbara (Geiger 1965:49).
1832
1833
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An unidentified epidemic, possibly influenza, swept
through the missions. (Walker and Johnson 1992)
Completion of the second tower of Mission Church
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at Santa Barbara. The Mexican National Congress
passed the Law of Secularization declaring the
mission no longer Church property. (Geiger 1965)
Secularization and Structural Decline, 1834-1845
1834 Governor Jose Figueroa presented a decree of
secularization to the Alta California territorial assembly.
Terms of secularization were that ten missions were to
become pueblos immediately; lands, livestock, tools, and
seeds were to be divided amongst Indians and
majordomos; inventories of mission holdings and financial
books were to be turned over to the government. Church
goods and libraries were considered property of the
Church. "Emancipated" neophytes were still not allowed
to leave former mission properties without permission.
(Geiger 1965, Engelhardt 1923)
1835 Richard Henry Dana, a member of the crew of the brig
Pilgrim, visited Santa Barbara for the first time on January
14. He subsequently became a prosperous Boston
maritime attorney and wrote Two Years Before the Mast
which described, among other things, the pueblo and
inhabitants of Santa Barbara in great detail (Writers’
Project 1941:189).
1837 In a letter to the San Fernando College, Father Dur~n
complained of the conditions ex-neophytes were forced
to endure and what he perceived as a general state of
anarchy. (Geiger 1965).
1839 William Hartnell was appointed Inspector of the Missions.
He arrived at Santa Barbara in July and found financial
accounts and the Mission in poor shape. Mission cattle
numbered 1,770, sheep 2,250. In residence at the
Mission were 246 neophytes. (Geiger 1965, Engelhardt
1923).
1840 The number of non-native inhabitants in the Santa
Barbara area increased to 900. (Bancroft 1970).
1841 The death of the 3,997th Chumash neophyte was noted
in the Mission registers. Eugene Duflot de Mofras visited
Mission Santa Barbara (Geiger 1965). Note: Engelhardt
(1923) summarizes many of de Mofras’ observations of
Santa Barbara.
1842 The Bishop of the Dioceses of both Californias, Francisco
Garcia Diego y Moreno, selected Santa Barbara as his
headquarters on January 11. Captain George Simpson of
the Hudson Bay Company visited Santa Barbara on
January 24 (Geiger 1965), and leaves writings detailing
the state of the Mission grounds and church (Simpson
1847).
1844 A smallpox epidemic spread from Monterey to La
Purisima. (Walker and Johnson 1992).
1845 1845 Governor Pio Pico published a decree for the sale
and leasing of mission buildings and lands, excepting the
church, priests’ residence, and school. Nicholas Den and
his father-in-law Daniel Hill were leased Mission Santa
Barbara including the lands of San Marcos Ranch and
agricultural tools. Ex-neophytes were assigned small
pieces of land and the rest were given their liberty.
(Geiger 1965) Mission La Purisima was sold to American

12 of 29

01/16/2003 1:39 PM

Community heritage-Chronology

http://www.ci.santa-barbara.ca.us/d...y_development/heritage/history.html

Beginnings of the American Period, 1845-1855
1846 Governor Pico sold Mission Santa Barbara excepting the
church and priests’ apartments to Richard S. Den for
$7,500. Bishop Garcia Diego and Father Dur~n died at
Mission Santa Barbara.
1846 War was declared between the United States and
Mexico. On August 4-5, Commodore Robert Stockton,
commander of American forces in California, anchored at
Santa Barbara and captured the town leaving a small
garrison in charge. The Stockson garrison was captured
by Mexican forces on October 1-2. On December 27,
Major John C. Fremont lead American reinforcements
over Gaviota pass to Santa Barbara and recaptured the
town. The American flag was first raised in Santa Barbara
in December. (Geiger 1965, Engelhardt 1923, Bancroft
1970; Writers’ Project 1941:189).
1847 Company F of the New York volunteers, also known as
Stevenson’s Regiment, was stationed opposite the de la
Guerra house in Santa Barbara. (Geiger 1965) On July 4,
one hundred eighty men of the Regiment left Santa
Barbara for Los Angeles (Writers’ Project 1941:189).
1847 The American brig Elizabeth wrecked near Santa
Barbara. Her salvaged cannon became an object of local
intrigue and created the name for Canon Perdido Street
(Writers’ Project 1941:189).
1848 The Treaty of Guadalupe was signed, making California
American territory. (Geiger 1965).
1848 On January 24, James Marshall discovered gold in the
stream at Sutter’s Mill on the South Fork of the American
River in the foothills of Central California. By May 12,
word of the find had spread and residents of the small
town of San Francisco began to desert their homes to
stake claims for gold. During his annual message to
Congress on December 5, President James Polk
announced that gold had been discovered in California
touching off the Gold Rush of 1849.
1849 The first American school was established in Santa
Barbara (Writers’ Project 1941:189).
1850 1850 As a result of the 1849 Gold Rush, California’s
American population swelled enabling it to bypass
territorial status and became the 31 st state of the Union
on September 9. On April 9, Santa Barbara had begun its
legal existence as an American City. A post office was
established and the First Common Council convened.
Council President was Luis T. Burton and Francisco De
La Guerra served as Mayor (Writers’ Project 1941:189).
1850 A new Bishop of the Diocese of Monterey was appointed
to govern Mission Santa Barbara. (Geiger 1965).
1851 The City of Santa Barbara was surveyed and its streets
laid out by Captain Salisbury Haley (Writers’ Project
1941:189).
1853 In July, Santa Barbara resident George Nidever rescued
a Chumash woman who had been abandoned and living
alone for years on San Nicholas Island (Writers’ Project
1941:190).
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1853 Mission Santa Barbara became an apostolic college.
Rome divided California ecclesiastically, creating an
Archdiocese at San Francisco. (Geiger 1965).
1854 The College of Our Lady of Sorrows (new location of the
apostolic college) was established in Santa Barbara at
State and Figueroa Streets. A new adobe church was
dedicated the following year. (Geiger 1965).
1855 The first newspaper in Santa Barbara was established as
a weekly called the Gazette published by B.W. Keep and
R. Hubbard beginning on May 24. On July 5, the first
shipment of quicksilver (also known as mercury which
was necessary for amalgamation in the gold extraction
process) arrived from mines in northern Santa Barbara
County. (Writers’ Project 1941:190).
1855 Bishop Tadeo Amat established residence at Mission
Santa Barbara. The Franciscan apostolic college
returned to the Mission, and Bishop Amat took over the
buildings in town established by the college. Mission
lands and buildings were considerably deteriorated.
Franciscan fathers renovated and expanded the front
wing of the quadrangle to accommodate a second story.
Half of the front wing was raised and converted into living
quarters. This was the first recorded renovation or
addition to the Mission’s buildings since secularization in
1833. (Geiger 1965:164).
Expansion and Interest in Restoration, 1856-1924
1856

A lighthouse was erected on July 3 as an aid to
ships passing through the Santa Barbara Channel.
The light was built about two miles north of the city
at the present site of Shoreline Park. (Writers’
Project 1941:190).
Santa Barbara Mission Registers show the 1,427th
1857
Christian wedding of Chumash Indians recorded at
the Mission. (Geiger 1965)
1858
On September 14, the 4,771st baptism of
Chumash Indians was recorded in the Santa
Barbara Mission registers. (Geiger 1965)
1860
Population in Santa Barbara was 2,351 (Writers’
Project 1941:190).
The first overland stagecoach from San Francisco
1861
to Santa Barbara arrived on April 1 (Writers’ Project
1941:190).
1861
The Santa Barbara Mission was again used for
public services. William H. Brewer, a member of a
Yale University Scientific Expedition visits Santa
Barbara (Farquhar 1930). He remarks upon the
deterioration of the Mission buildings and lands.
(Geiger 1965)
1862
City Council authorized leveling State Street for
vehicular traffic (Williams, 1977:32).
1863-1864 Santa Barbara County suffers from a drought
which resulted in the closure of many area cattle
ranches (Writers’ Project 1941:190).
1864
Spanish was selected as the official language of
Santa Barbara for all public records (Writers’
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1865

1868

1868

1869

1869
1870
1870

1870

1870

1871
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Project 1941:190).
President Abraham Lincoln signed over certain
Mission lands and property to Mission Santa
Barbara. (Geiger 1965, Engelhardt 1923)
The Apostolic College began a school for boys for
both day students and boarders, known as the
Colegio Franciscano. More renovations were made
to the Mission. (Geiger 1965)
1868 The Santa Barbara Post newspaper was
started by E.B. Boust in May (Writers’ Project
1941:190).
Trinity Episcopal Church was founded in Santa
Barbara as the city’s first Protestant church May
(Writers’ Project 1941:190).
Santa Barbara’s first wharf was erected at the foot
of Chapala Street (Writers’ Project 1941:190).
The population of Santa Barbara reached 2,970
(Writers’ Project 1941:190).
The remaining portion of the Mission’s front wing
has second story added, to be used for
classrooms, dormitories, and private rooms (Geiger
1965:189).
Overland Telegraph strung wires down State Street
from poles (Tompkins, 1898:89). First message
received from San Francisco on September 26
(Writers’ Project 1941:190).
English replaced Spanish as the official language
of all public documents in Santa Barbara (Writers’
Project 1941:190).
Trees now known as the Cota sycamores were
planted near the cemetery wall along Los Olivos
Street (Geiger 1965:211 ).

1871

The Santa Barbara Press (formerly known as the
Post) began production as a daily newspaper on
July 1 (Writers’ Project 1941:190).

1872

Pipes were laid to conduct water into the Mission’s
front interior quadrangle where a new fountain was
construction. An interior pulpit within the Church,
built in 1820, was taken down. Original altars were
dismantled and replaced. The Communion railing
and steps were replaced in the Church, and
redwood wainscoting was erected along the bottom
6 ft. of the Church walls, covering the original
frescos. A wooden floor was laid over the original
tile floor of the Church. The 4,645th burial of an
Indian was noted in Mission registers. An interior
fountain for the second quadrangle was added.
(Geiger 1965:200-201 ).

1872

Stearns Wharf was constructed at the foot of State
Street and the first volunteer fire fighting company
began to function (Writers’ Project 1941:190).

1872

New York journalist Charles Nordhoff visited Santa
Barbara and wrote a best selling book promoting
the community’s charms. His publication resulted in
many more new settlers in the town and
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1872

1872

1872

President Ulysses S. Grant confirmed to the City of
Santa Barbara four leagues of pueblo land on May
31, enlarging the City by ___ square miles
(Writers’ Project 1941:190).

1872

The cornerstone for a new Santa Barbara County
Courthouse was laid on October 7 in the space
occupied by the present day Sunken Garden at the
modern County Courthouse (Writers’ Project
1941:190).
Father Jose Maria Romo has the interior of the
Mission church repaired and renovated (Geiger
1965:187).
City Council allocated funding to grade State Street
on a regular basis to keep it clean and to aid in
controlling the build-up of mud (Burschinger,
1977:47).
The first tourist hotel in Santa Barbara, called the
Arlington, was completed on July 10 (Writers’
Project 1941:190).

1875

1875

1875
1875

1876
1876
1876

1877

1880
1881
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surrounding area (Writers’ Project 1941:190).
Jose Lobero opened the Lobero Theater as the
first community playhouse in California (Writers’
Project 1941:190).
Santa Barbara’s street lamps were lit with gas for
the first time on February 21 (Writers’ Project
1941:190).
Ventura County was created out of Santa Barbara
County by the State Assembly on February 22
(Writers’ Project 1941:190).

1872

1873
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Santa Barbara County Bank was organized in July
(Writers’ Project 1941:190).
City formalized street numbers of businesses and
residences along State Street (Burschinger,
1977:48).
The Moreton Bay Fig tree in the Mission cemetery
is reputedly planted.
The first Santa Barbara County Jail was built
(Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
A single track of rails was placed along the west
side of State Street from Sola Street to Stearns
Wharf for horse or mule-drawn street cars (Craig,
1977:101-102).
The Colegio Franciscano was closed due to
increasing debt and decreasing number of
students. (Geiger 1965)
Santa Barbara’s population was 3,460 (Writers’
Project 1941:191).

1882

Repairs were made to the Mission’s roof. Both
rafters and tiles were replaced. (Geiger 1965:201).
Santa Barbara City Council established the first
free library and reading room on February 16
(Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).

1884

The Santa Barbara Independent was first issued as
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1885

1886

1886

1887

Santa Barbara Electric company founded in 1886
by Charles Fernald and Walter H. Nixon, lit State
Street with electric arc lamps for the first time on
March 19 (Tompkins, 1898:91 ; Writers’ Project
1941:191).

1887

The worn twelve-foot-wide wooden sidewalks
along State Street were rebuilt (Craig, 1977:106).
A large vegetable garden was laid out west of the
cemetery. The ground was modified and laid into
tiers. An orchard was added later to the west of the
cemetery at an unspecified time (Geiger
1965:211).
The California land speculation boom reached its
peak in Santa Barbara (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
The first Southern Pacific train arrived in Santa
Barbara on a branch line from Saugus. Over 5,000
visitors came for the Transportation Pageant and
Jubilee held in Santa Barbara to celebrate the
train’s arrival Barbara (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).

1887
1887

1888

1890
1890
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a daily newspaper (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
The Apostolic College gave up its independent
existence. The Mission joined an American
province as a monastery. The modern growth of
the Mission’s Archive Library began. (Geiger 1965)
Sometime prior to this year, a two-story
wood-frame water tower was built directly behind
the Mission church. The tower was removed in
1924 (Geiger 1963:78, 174). Plate 4 shows the
general deterioration of the church and front wing.
Plaster has fallen off and revealed the remnants of
the 1811 stone parapet.
Natural gas a crude oil were first extracted from the
Santa Barbara Channel along the coast at
Summerland (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
Sunset Telegraph Company installed lines on poles
which also carried the pre-existing telegraph lines
(Craig, 1977:107).
Walter N. Hawley paved State Street from Sola
Street to the beach for the convenience of guests
at his Arlington Hotel (Tompkins, 1989:91).

1887

1887
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Front shingle roof of monastery replaced with tiles.
A tile roof had been absent since 1858. The brick
pillars of the front colonnade were raised. The
Church roof was entirely replaced (Geiger
1965:209). The original roof of the 1820 sacristy
was lowered (Geiger 1963:80). The wall enclosing
the cemetery is raised and completed (Geiger
1963:84). The interior colonnade (facing the
garden) of the front south wing, originally
constructed in 1800, were heightened but
otherwise left intact (Geiger 1963:130).
Population in the City of Santa Barbara reached
5,864 (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
City’s first sewer system was installed requiring
trenching for placement of sewer pipes (Tompkins,
1898:91).
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1891

In April Benjamin Harrison was the first U.S.
President to visit Santa Barbara. To honor him, city
residents conducted a parade dressed in Spanish
style clothing.

1891

Land north of the present Alameda Padre Serra,
part of the present Mission Historical Park, was
fenced in (presumably with an adobe wall). Olive
trees were planted in this area (Geiger 1965:211).

1892

A large crucifix was placed in the cemetery (Geiger
1965:211).
Water lines are first illustrated along State Street
on Sanborn Insurance Map of Santa Barbara.
The original roofless adobe charnel house
(construction date unknown) was converted to 21
stone burial vaults for Franciscan friars (Geiger
1965:211 ). A doorway is cut into the south wall of
the original sacristy, which was then converted into
a choir. The original door on the west wall of the
sacristy was converted into a window and the
stone steps leading into the former doorway were
demolished (Geiger 1963:110-112).
The Santa Barbara News was launched as a daily
newspaper (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
Consolidated Electric Company installed trolley
wires to replace mule-drawn cars. Electric trolleys
were in use until 1929 when they were replaced by
buses (Craig, 1977:102-103).
The Cold Springs Tunnel began to supply water to
Santa Barbara (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
The west wing of the original Mission quadrangle is
given an additional story-and-a-half. Portions of the
original adobe walls were retained (Geiger
1965:209).
By this date, the original tile floor of the interior
corridor (facing the garden) of the front south wing
was replaced by cement (Geiger 1963:128). The
general pattern of walkways in the cemetery (and
remains today) was in place (Geiger 1963:172).

1892
1893

1895
1896

1897
1897

1898

1899
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The first Santa Barbara Fiesta was held at Our
Lady of Carmelo Church in Montecito on July 16.

1899-1901 The adjacent structure of St. Anthony’s Seminary
was constructed. (Geiger 1965)
1900
1900
1901

1901
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Santa Barbara’s population reached 6,587 (Writers’
Project 1941:191 ).
Santa Barbara Police Department is created with
one chief and two officers. (S.B. News Press 2000)
The Southern Pacific Railroad completed its track
link from Santa Barbara to Los Angeles and San
Francisco on March 31 (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
A door on the west side of the church was widened
into a door with a window (Geiger 1963:148). Palm
trees were planted to line the front arcade (Geiger
1965:211 ).
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1902

Lands behind the Mission were sold to the City of
Santa Barbara, which erected a large reservoir
(Geiger 1963)

1902

The Potter Hotel opened on January 19 with a gala
which attracted many wealthy visitors to Santa
Barbara (Writers’ Project 1941 : 191 ).

1902

A frenzy of oil drilling at the end of piers on
Summerland’s beaches hits a peak with 412 wells.
It is the first offshore drilling that the nation - and
possibly the world has ever seen. (SB News Press
1999).
The Mission began to function as a theological
seminary. (Geiger 1965)
The Southern Pacific Railroad built a Mission
Revival style passenger depot for $20,000 (Writers’
Project 1941:191).
The City of Santa Barbara completed construction
of a new $50,000 electric power plant which served
both residential and commercial users (Writers’
Project 1941:191).
A new L-shaped addition is built to adjoin the
western end of the front wing of the Mission. The
organ loft inside the Church was entirely
renovated. The original 1820 floor was removed. A
new organ (still in place and shown in Plate 5) was
added to the Mission. A green-painted
wood-framed barn, smithy, and carpenter shop
were built west of the orchard (Geiger 1965:209,
211).
April 18th, earthquake measuring 8.3 rocks San
Francisco.
A vineyard was planted in front of the Mission.
They grew there until 1910, when they were
replaced by green lawns. Lands bordered by
Garden, Los Olivos, and Laguna Stress were
enclosed by an adobe wall (Geiger 1965:211).
This is the approximate date of the planting of
palms around the interior Mission fountain
constructed in 1872 (Geiger 1965:209).
The Anna S.C. Blake Normal School began to
function in Santa Barbara (Writers’ Project
1941:191).
The Santa Barbara State Normal School of Manual
Arts and Home Economics (later Santa Barbara
State College and now the University of California,
Santa Barbara) was founded on a co-educational
basis (Writers’ Project 1941:191 ).
The Santa Barbara Civic League was formed and
planner Charles Mulford Robinson was engaged to
prepare a City Plan.
A door was cut into the Mission church wall to
serve as a means of communication between the
sacristy and sanctuary. It was later sealed in 1927
(Geiger 1963:148).
Santa Barbara’s population reached 11,659

1901
1905

1905

1905

1906
1906

1908

1908

1909

1909

1909

1910
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(Writers’ Project 1941:192).
1910

The American Film Manufacturing Company
established itself in Santa Barbara to produce
motion pictures under the Flying A trademark
(Writers’ Project 1941:192).

1910

1911

The Women’s Club of Santa Barbara donates an El
Camino Real bell, placed near the entrance of the
priests’ living quarters at the Mission (Geiger
1965:211).
For $150,000, the City of Santa Barbara purchased
control of the privately held water system which
delivered water from the Santa Ynez Mountain
watershed into the homes and businesses of
residents (Writers’ Project 1941:192).

1911

The 125th anniversary of the Mission founding was
celebrated. (Geiger 1965)

1911-1912 Much interior renovation of the Church occurred,
especially in the sanctuary, which was extended
forward, had its floor raised and replaced with new
concrete. A new altar replaced the one of 1872.
The wood flooring of 1872 was pulled up and
replaced with tiles and red cement to resemble the
original. Similarly, the redwood wainscoting of 1872
was removed and the original frescoes repainted.
Other alterations to doors, woodwork, and altars
were also made. The whole Church interior
received a fresh coat of paint. Outside of the
Church, the interior Mission cloister garden was
extensively redone (Geiger 1965:209-210).
1913

1913

1913

1914

1915

1914

1916
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A large cross is placed on the front lawn of the
Mission. Alameda Padre Serra is constructed for
trolley cars (Geiger 1965:212), destroying part of
the pottery building.
Construction began on Gibraltar Dam to provide a
reservoir of water for City use. (Writers’ Project
1941:192).
Ortega family descendant Thomas More Storke
acquired the Santa Barbara News and merged it
with the Santa Barbara Independent. He published
the new newspaper under the name Santa Barbara
Daily News (Writers’ Project 1941:192).
The Santa Barbara Police Department acquires its
first automobile - a Ford touring car. Until the
1930s, the fleet consists of only one automobile at
a time. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
The Panama-California Exposition was held in San
Diego to celebrate the opening of the Panama
Canal. The Exposition had a long-term effect on
Spanish Colonial style architectural designs in
California.
An independent western province of monasteries
was established. Santa Barbara became its
headquarters. Additional stone burial vaults were
added (Geiger 1965:211 )
The first auto theft arrest takes place at Mission
and De la Vina streets. Two youths steal a 1916
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1917

1918

Buick in Reno and slap California plates on the
front, but forget to remove the Nevada ones from
the back. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
The Santa Barbara Central Library and downtown
Post Office were completed in November in the
Spanish Colonial Revival style.
Construction was completed on Sheffield Reservoir
as a water storage facility for the City of Santa
Barbara water system (Writers’ Project 1941:192).

1919

On May 28 the first "Santa Barbara Summer
Fiesta" poster was published.

1919

A design competition for architects was conducted
for a new County Courthouse.
Santa Barbara Police get their first shooting range,
in the form of a hillside in Sycamore Canyon.
(Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
Santa Barbara’s population was counted at 19,441
(Writers’ Project 1941:192).
The Santa Barbara Community Arts Association
was formed in January composed of artists,
musicians, writers and friends of the arts (Writers’
Project 1941:192). They were established with a
$50 loan.
Gibralter Dam construction was completed
(Writers’ Project 1941:192).
The Potter Hotel burned on April 13. The site is
now the location of Ambassador Park on West
Mason Street. Before the Potter was constructed, it
was the site of Burton Mound, an archaeological
deposit of prehistoric Chumash artifacts. After the
hotel was lost in the fire, the site was made
available to archaeologists for investigation and
documentation. Many artifacts were taken to the
Smithsonian Institution, but some remain in the
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History (Writers’
Project 1941:192).
The Community Arts Association organized a
Plans and Planting division to concentrate on the
beautification of Santa Barbara (Writers’ Project
1941:192). The effort made Santa Barbara one of
the first cities in the nation to utilize historic
preservation in the planning process. In February,
a City Council bond issue passed to establish the
"City of Spain." Designers Bernhard and Irene
Hoffmann first become involved in the architectural
designs of the City.

1920

192O
1920

1920
1921

1922
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1922

Utilizing land from a private donation by Caroline
Hazard, the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural
History constructed its first building (Writers’
Project 1941 : 192).
1922-1924 The north wing and the service wing along Mission
Canyon were added to St. Anthony’s Seminary.
(Geiger 1965)
1923
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Daisy Horton becomes the first woman hired by the
Santa Barbara Police Department. (Santa Barbara

01/16/2003 1:39 PM

Community heritage-Chronology

1923

1923
1924

1924
1924

News Press 2000)
Burton Mound yielded an abundant variety of
Chumash artifacts from archaeological excavations
at the site of the Potter Hotel (Writers’ Project
1941:192).
The City Planning Commission was established.
Santa Barbara Police Department moves into the
basement of the present City Hall. (Santa Barbara
News Press 2000)
The Olmsted-Cheney Plan was presented to City
Council for park and roadway planning.
The Plans and Planting Committee of the
Community Arts Association created the De la
Guerra Studios to demonstrate the possibilities of
creating distinctive Spanish Colonial architecture
for Santa Barbara (Writers’ Project 1941:192).

1924

The Community Arts Association opened the New
Lobero Theater at its present location. (Writers’
Project 1941:192).

1924

A citizen’s group buys up land along the beach on
Cabrillo Boulevard to save it from development.
The property eventually becomes Chase Palm
Park. (SB News Press 1999).
Santa Barbara conducted the first Old Spanish
Days Fiesta which has been held annually since
then. (Writers’ Project 1941:192).

1924
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Modern Restoration Efforts, 1925-1953
1925
1925

1925

1926

1924

1927
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Santa Barbara’s first radio station, KDB, began
broadcasting. (Writers’ Project 1941:192).
A 6.8 magnitude earthquake struck on June 29 at
6:23 a.m., severely damaging many structures in the
City of Santa Barbara, including the Mission
buildings as well as St. Anthony’s Seminary. Twelve
lives were lost, Sheffield Reservoir was shattered
and damage costs ranged between $10-20 million.
At the Mission, most destruction was done to the
church facade and towers, as well the upper story of
the front wing of the monastery. Many renovations
were made during the next few years. (Writers’
Project 1941:192; Geiger 1965)
The City Architectural Board of Review was first
organized to review architectural plans for
post-earthquake construction designs.
Post-earthquake reconstruction efforts continued
throughout Santa Barbara (Writers’ Project
1941:192).
The Blaksley Botanic Garden was established by
Mrs. Anna Blaksley Bliss working through the
Museum of Natural History. Today it serves Santa
Barbara’s horticultural interests as the Botanic
Garden (Writers’ Project 1941:192).
The Santa Barbara Police and Fire Commission is
established. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000) 1927
A substantial new source of petroleum was
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1927
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discovered in the Santa Barbara Channel at the
EIIwood Oil Field which produced 86,000 barrels the
first year (Writers’ Project 1941:192).
A substantial new source of petroleum was
discovered in the Santa Barbara Channel at the
EIIwood Oil Field which produced 86,000 barrels the
first year (Writers’ Project 1941:192).

1927

The damaged front wing of the Mission was repaired
and again occupied (Geiger 1965:216). A new
sacristy is constructed behind the church, and the
door made for the sacristy in 1893 was converted to
a window, although the stairs were left behind. Two
new round windows were drilled into the an 1820
sacristy wall. A new baptistry was placed in the east
tower, and a font built to imitate the design of the
exterior fountain bowls was placed there (Geiger
1963). The nearby building known as Junipero Serra
Hall was built as the social center of the parish, and
was later used as a school. (Geiger 1965)

1928

The first rules and regulations for the Santa Barbara
Police Department are established, and the first
written examination for police officers is given for
hiring eligibility. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
A new Santa Barbara County Courthouse was
completed and dedicated on August 14 (Writers’
Project 1941:193).

1929

1929

Hundreds of offshore oil wells are now in production
on piers along the South Coast, mostly at Ellwood.
(SB News Press 1999).
1929
The County enacts a zoning ordinance for
Montecito, the first for an unincorporated community
in the state. (SB News Press 1999).
1930
1930 Santa Barbara’s population was 33,613
(Writers’ Project 1941:193).
1930
The Santa Barbara Breakwater was completed and
,presented to the City on June 30 creating the
community’s first safe harbor for commercial and
private boats, but the project halts the natural flow of
sand to beaches in Montecito, and lawsuits ensue.
(Writers’ Project 1941:193 and SB News Press
1999).
1930
The Faulkner Memorial Art Gallery opened on
October 15 as a wing of the Santa Barbara Public
Library (Writers’ Project 1941:193).
1931
The first bank robbery of modern times occurs when
an armed bandit holds up the County National Bank
at State and Carrillo streets and gets away with
$48.00. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
1932
The Santa Barbara News and the Santa Barbara
Press combined to form the Santa Barbara
News-Press with Thomas M. Storke as
editor-publisher. It was now the sole daily and
Sunday newspaper in the City (Writers’ Project
1941:193).
1933-1934 Additional stone burial vaults were added to the
Mission complex (Geiger 1965:211 ).
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1936
1936

1936
1936

1937

1937

1937

1937

1937

1939

1940
1940
1947
1947
1947
1948
1949
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Santa Barbara Police don the blue uniform for the
first time. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
Santa Barbara becomes the first agency nationally
in which all of its officers could perform first aid.
(Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
The 150th anniversary, the sesquicentennial, of the
Mission’s founding was celebrated.
A new airport opened in Goleta which serves today
as the Santa Barbara Airport (Writers’ Project
1941:193).
The City of Santa Barbara completed its
reconstruction of Sheffield Reservoir with an
increased capacity (Writers’ Project 1941:193).
The first radio transmitter is installed in police
vehicles, but it is necessary to drive to the top of the
hill to be heard. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
A new Federal Building was completed in Santa
Barbara at the site of the Presidio (Writers’ Project
1941:193).
The nation’s first condor sanctuary is created in the
Sierra Madre Mountains of Northern Santa Barbara
County. (SB News Press 1999).
Radio Station KTMS sent its first broadcast from
Santa Barbara on October 31 (Writers’ Project
1941:193).
The Post Office building in Santa Barbara was
purchased by the County to be adapted into the
Santa Barbara Museum of Art (Writers’ Project
1941:193).
Santa Barbara Police women begin wearing
uniforms. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
Santa Barbara’s population reached 34,438.
(Writers’ Project 1941:193).
Police officers begin dealing with a vagrancy
problem in town. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
A swimming pool is constructed behind the Mission
facilities. (Geiger 1953:68).
A new City Architectural Board of Review was
founded.
The south wing of St. Anthony’s seminary was
added. (Geiger 1965)
The physical condition of the Mission church was
described as perilous, due to continuing neglect and
deterioration. (Geiger 1965)

1950

This is the last year that cattle were grazed at the
Mission. (Geiger 1963:44).
1950-1953 The Mission towers and facade were completely torn
down and then restored (Geiger 1965).
Stewardship and Modernization, 1953-present
1953
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Bradbury Dam is completed on Santa Ynez River,
ensuring a Iongterm water supply for the South Coast
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from Lake Cachuma. (SB News Press 1999).
1954
The Santa Barbara Historical Society occupied five
rooms in the front wing of the Mission until they
moved out in 1964. (Geiger 1965)
Green wood-framed buildings constructed in 1905
1956
were torn down (Geiger 1965:211 ).
1956-1958 1956- 1958 An extensive building program for
expansion of the Mission facilities was started. Two
new quadrangles were constructed. The grounds that
once held Mission buildings from the early 1800s
were built over. A museum was housed in the lower
story of the front wing. (Geiger 1965)
1957
Residents of Santa Barbara vote for a bond for
$817,000 to build a new police station on Figueroa
Street. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
The Architectural Board of Review published a
1958
statement advocating traditional Mediterranean
architectural styles for Santa Barbara.
1958

1959
1960

1960

1961

1961

1963
1964
1966

1969

1969

1970
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Standard Oil of California erects the first offshore oil
platform in Santa Barbara Channel, two miles off
Summerland. (SB News Press 1999).
A new mausoleum is constructed in the area directly
north of the Mission Cemetery (Snethcamp 1990).
Police department moves from the basement of City
Hall to the headquarters on Figueroa Street where it
remains today. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
An advisory Landmarks Committee was created for
review of the El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District in
downtown Santa Barbara.
Cemetery walks covered with asphalt (Geiger
1965:211 ). Skylights constructed in the front wings
during the 1950-1953 restoration are removed
(Geiger 1963:108).
Architectural historian David Gebhard (1927 - 1996)
joined the faculty at UCSB and became active in City
architectural and planning review issues.
Pearl Chase (1888-1979) organized the Santa
Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation.
The Santa Barbara Police Reserve Corps is created.
(Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
The Santa Barbara City Council petitions Congress to
make all federal waters of the channel an oil-free
sanctuary. (SB News Press 1999).
The current archive-library wing was constructed on
the west wing, replacing the earlier 1905 wing.
(Franciscan Friars 1993:22).
The January 28 blowout of a well at Unocal’s Platform
A in the Santa Barbara Channel causes an oil spill of
major dimensions, fouling local beaches for months.
The spill helps start the environmental movement.
(SB News Press 1999).
April 22nd, The Nation’s first Earth Day is held in
Santa Barbara. Demonstrators occupy Stearns
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Wharf, protesting its use by oil companies. (SB News
Press 1999)
Santa Barbara police assist in the Isla Vista Riots.
(Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
The California Environmental Quality Act becomes
law. (SB News Press 1999)
Plans for 1,535 homes at El Capitan Ranch on the
Gaviota Coast are defeated in a countywide
referendum. (SB News Press 1999).
The Santa Barbara Charter is amended to limit
buildings to four stories. (SB News Press 1999)
A program is developed to produce videotapes for
police training purposes. (Santa Barbara News Press
2000)
California voters approve a ballot initiative setting up
the state Coastal Commission. (SB News Press
1999)
Because of a limited water supply, the Goleta Water
Board imposes a moratorium on new hookups,
slowing the pace of development. (SB News Press
1999).
Santa Barbara downsizes its residential properties,
preventing the construction of 23,000 additional
homes that might have been allowed under the
previous zoning. (SB News Press 1999).
United States celebrates its Bicentennial.
In an advisory election, Santa Barbara voters
overwhelmingly endorse a population cap of 85,000.
(SB News Press 1999).
The County rezones 36,000 acres of farmland in the
Santa Ynez Valley to ensure that housing tracts will
not be built there. (SB News Press 1999).
A new Historic Structures Ordinance was adopted by
City Council and the Historic Landmarks Committee
was reorganized.
To combat a rise in DUIs, the Santa Barbara Drinking
Driver Team is created. (Santa Barbara News Press
2000)
At odds with the city over their contract, the police
union strikes for 21 days, the longest police strike in
California history. (Santa Barbara News Press)
Alone in California, Santa Barbara County voters
reject the State Water Project pipeline that would
connect them with the California Aqueduct. (SB News
Press 1999).
Santa Barbara voters amend the City Charter to state
that the city must "live within local resources." (SB
News Press 1999).
County voters approve an advisory ballot measure in
favor of stronger regulations for coastal oil
development. (SB News Press 1999).
Bowing to years of public protest, two of the world’s
biggest utilities - Pacific Gas & Electric and Southern
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California Gas - withdraw plans for a liquefied natural
gas terminal at Point Conception. (SB News Press
1999).
Newly appointed Police Chief Richard Breza begins to
implement his community-oriented policing
philosophy, which results in several crime prevention
programs. (Santa Barbara News Press 2000)
The DARE program is established. (Santa Barbara
News Press 2000)
After a court battle, Exxon accedes to county
demands for air quality controls at offshore oil
platforms. (SB News Press 1999)
County Board of Supervisors restricts onshore oil
development on the South Coast to two locations:
Gaviota and Las Flores Canyon. (SB News Press
1999).
The county and state reject Arco’s plans for three new
oil platforms off Coal Oil Point, and an on shore gas
processing plant. (SB News Press 1999).
Santa Barbara voters approve Measure E, limiting
commercial growth in the city. (SB News Press 1999).
The County Board of Supervisors places a ceiling on
growth in Goleta, allowing 200 new homes and
80,000 square feet of commercial development per
year. (SB News Press 1999).
As a direct result of the county’s victory against
Exxon, Congress amends the federal Clean Air Act,
delegating the regulatory authority for offshore oil
platforms to local jurisdictions. (SB News Press
1999).
The Citizen’s Police Academy is created. (Santa
Barbara News Press 2000)
At the end of a six year drought, county voters
approve the State Water Project pipeline from the
California Aqueduct to Lake Cachuma. The cost will
be more than $600 million. (SB News Press 1999).
Santa Barbara inaugurates the first desalination plant
in the county, but it quickly shuts down because the
water is not needed. (SB News Press 1999).
Unocal faces criminal charges for allegedly covering
up a giant oil spill from leaking underground pipelines
at the mouth of the Santa Maria River. The 40-year
spill at Guadalupe Beach is one of the largest
onshore spills in the United States. (SB News Press
1999).
The County Board of Supervisors exempts the
proposed 500,000 square-foot "big box" shopping
center at Storke an Hollister roads from the growth
limits in Goleta. (SB News Press 1999).
The City Charter was amended to reconstitute the
advisory Historic Landmarks Committee as a
Commission.
The state Coastal Commission bans Chevron oil
tankers in the Santa Barbara Channel. (SB News
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Press 1999).
The Mobil Clearview proposal for a 175-foot-high
drilling rig next to Devereax Slough is blocked by
UCSB. (SB News Press 1999).
The County Board of Supervisors lifts the ceiling on
growth in Goleta, increasing the potential for
commercial development to 120,000 square feet per
year; exempting housing projects with affordable units
from the annual residential cap; and allowing the
rollover of credits for unbuilt homes. (SB News Press
1999)
Santa Barbara County voters approve Measure A,
prohibiting oil development on the shores of the South
Coast without a vote of the people, except in already
established industrial zones at Gaviota and Las
Flores Canyon. (SB News Press 1999)
The State Water pipeline is completed. In Goleta, the
water moratorium is lifted, removing a major barrier
for new development. (SB News Press 1999)
City was comprised of 18.6 square miles including
five miles of ocean frontage. The population was
90,200 with a median age of 34. Median income was
$33,667 per year with a 5.5 percent unemployment
rate. Registered Democrats were 28,999 and
registered Republicans were 16,821 (SB News-Press,
October 12, 1997).
Vail & Vickers Co. removes 7,000 cattle from Santa
Rosa Island in Channel Islands National Park as part
of a settlement with environmentalists. (SB News
Press 1999)
South Coast beaches are closed for most of the
summer because of high bacterial levels in the surf.
Local creeks are found to be polluting the ocean. (SB
News Press 1999)
The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County and
Citizens for the Carpinteria bluffs purchase 52 acres
on the scenic bluffs. (SB News Press 1999)
Santa Barbara’s population is 91,900 and there are
80,000 people in unincorporated Goleta. (SB News
Press 1999)
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