Annotated Vietnam Chronology
6/1/16
[NB: This timeline was originally derived from the Public Broadcasting System’s
"Vietnam Online" section of The American Experience. As with most Vietnam
histories, it is a highly liberal and biased recounting of the war. An effort has been
made to insert other events, particularly related to the US policy of containment, in an
effort to put our Vietnam actions into a broader context]

1887
Creation of French Indochina: Formed with the consolidation of three Vietnamese
regions with Cambodia. Laos was added after the Franco-Siamese War in 1893. This
continued the huge French influence, begun with the spread of the Catholic faith a
century earlier, in this whole area. The capital was moved from Saigon (in
Cochinchina) to Hanoi (Tonkin) in 1902.

1917
The Russian Revolution: This is the collective term for a pair of revolutions in
Russia in 1917, which dismantled the Tsarist autocracy and led to the eventual rise of
the Soviet Union. The Russian Empire collapsed with the abdication of Emperor
Nicholas II, and the old regime was replaced by a provisional government during the
first revolution of February 1917. In the second revolution that October, the
Provisional Government was removed and replaced with a Bolshevik (Communist)
government.

1940
Japan Invades French Indochina: In September, Japan seized Haiphong and Hanoi,
cutting the rail lines to prevent China from importing arms and fuel through
Indochina. The Vichy government, under the influence of the Axis powers, agreed
that Japan could station up to 40,000 troops.

1941
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1941
Japan Invades Southern Indochina." In July, Japan stationed 140,000 troops in
southern Indochina, in preparation for their invasion of the Dutch East Indies. Japan
occupied Indochina for the remainder of WWII.
Ho Chi Minh: French educated and an avowed communist, Ho returned to Vietnam
to lead the Viet Minh independence movement. The "men in black" were a 10,000
member guerrilla force that operated with the Viet Minh. He oversaw many
successful military actions against the Vichy French and Japanese occupation of
Vietnam during World War II (supported closely but clandestinely by the United
States Office of Strategic Services), and later against the French bid to reoccupy the
country (1946-54). The record of his purges and annihilation of his enemies, both
within and without his immediate party, rivals that of Stalin.

1945
Potsdam Conference: In July 1945, the Combined Chiefs of Staff decided that
Indochina south of latitude 16° North was to be included in the Southeast Asia
Command under British Admiral Mountbatten. Japanese forces located south of that
line surrendered to him and those to the north surrendered to Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek. In September, Chinese forces entered Tonkin and a small British task force
landed at Saigon. The Chinese accepted the Vietnamese government under Ho Chi
Minh, created by resistance forces of the Viet Minh, then in power in Hanoi. The
British refused to do likewise in Saigon, and deferred to the French there from the
outset, against the ostensible support of the Viet Minh by American OSS
representatives.
VJ Day: Japan’s unconditional surrender was announced on August 14th. After the
war, France attempted to reassert itself in the region, but came into conflict with the
Viet Minh, a coalition of Communist and Vietnamese nationalists under Frencheducated dissident Ho Chi Minh. During WW II, the United States had supported the
Viet Minh in resistance against the Japanese. The group had been in control of the
countryside(but not the cities) since the French gave way in March 1945.
President Roosevelt and General Stilwell privately made it adamantly clear that the
French were not to reacquire French Indochina after the war was over. Roosevelt told
Secretary of State Cordell Hull the Indochinese were worse off under the French rule
of nearly 100 years than they were at the beginning. [Tuchman, The March of Folly],
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But Roosevelt’s stance was soon thwarted by his death and by the growing
Communist menace and our reactive policy of containment.
Ho Chi Minh Creates Provisional Government and Declares Independence of
Vietnam: After persuading Emperor Bao Dai, who had ruled during the Japanese
occupation and was considered a puppet by the Viet Minh, to abdicate in his favor, on
September 2nd Ho Chi Minh and his People’s Congress created the National Liberation
Committee of Vietnam to form a provisional government and declared independence
for the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Japan transferred all power to Ho’s
Vietminh, but bitter fighting ensued in what is now called the First Indochina War.
British Forces Land in Saigon, Return Authority to French: Before September’s
end, a force of British and Free French soldiers, along with captured Japanese troops,
restored French control to Hanoi.
First American Dies in Vietnam: Lt. Col. A. Peter Dewey, head of American OSS
mission, was killed by Vietminh troops while driving a jeep to the airport. Reports
later indicated that his death was due to a case of mistaken identity -- he had been
mistaken for a Frenchman.

1946
Containment Policy Originates: In a February memo, George Keenan, a US
diplomat stationed at our Moscow embassy first urged a policy of containment to
thwart Soviet expansionism, which grew to include in Eastern Europe, China, Korea
and Vietnam.
Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech: In a March 5th speech in Fulton, Missouri,
Winston Churchill dramatically called the world’s attention to the Soviet menace and
urged a highly armed Anglo-American "fraternal association" to resist it.
French and Vietminh Reach Accord: France recognized Vietnam as a "free state"
within the French Union. French troops replaced the Chinese in the North.
Indochina War Begins as Negotiations Between French and Viet Minh
Breakdown: The war began on December 19th and lasted until August 1,1954.
Fighting between French forces and their Viet Minh opponents in the South actually
dated from September 1945. The conflict pitted a range of forces, including the
French Union’s French Far East Expeditionary Corps, led by France and supported by
Emperor Bao D.ai’s Vietnamese National Army against the Viet Minh, led by Ho Chi
Minh and its People’s Army of Vietnam led by Vo Nguyen Giap. Most of the fighting
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took place in Tonkin in Northern Vietnam, although the conflict engulfed the entire
country and also extended into the neighboring French Indochina protectorates of
Laos and Cambodia.

1947
Viet Minh Move North of Hanoi
Valluy Fails to Defeat Vietminh: French General Jean-Etienne Valluy quickly
pushed the Viet Minh out of Hanoi. His French infantry with armored units went
through Hanoi, fighting small battles against isolated Viet Minh groups. The French
encircled the Viet Minh base in 1947, but failed to defeat the Viet Mirth forces, and
had to retreat soon after that. The campaign is now widely considered as a Viet Minh
victory over the well-equipped force of the French.
The Viet Minh continued fighting against the French until 1949, when the border of
China and Viet Nam was linked together as the result of the campaign called the
Borderland Campaign. The newly Communist People’s Republic of China gave the
Viet Minh both sheltered bases and heavy weapons with which to fight the French.
With the additional weapons, the Viet Minh were able to take control over many rural
areas of the country. Soon after that, they began to advance towards the French
occupied areas..

1948
Marshall Plan Adopted: In April, the US began a four year program of aid and
assistance to help Western Europe rebuild from WWII, called the European Recovery
Act, which ultimately expended $13 billion of aid. This became a critical component
of the US Containment Policy.

1949
Elysee Agreement Signed: On March 9th, ex-emperor Bao Dai and President
Vincent Auriol of France signed the Elysee Agreement, which promised that France
would give Vietnam greater independence. The accords stated that Vietnam could
conduct its own foreign affairs, control its finances and have an army; although it fell
short of granting complete independence.
The agreement also was intended to increase U.S. support for France’s actions in
Indochina. As part of the agreement the French pledged to assist in the building of a
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national anti-Communist army. It led to the U.S. moving from a position of neutrality
to supporting Bao Dai The French portrayed their actions in Indochina as fighting the
communism of H~ Chi Minh, but it also furthered their attempt to regain control of
their colonies after World War II.

NATO formed: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was official formed in
April, to provide collective defence and further the US policy of containment.
Mao Announces Communist Rule in China: At the opening of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference in Peking on September 21 st, Mao Zedong
announced that the new Chinese government would be "under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China." Perhaps more than anywhere else, the rise of
communism in China, was the strongest incentive to re-double our policy of
containment.

1950
Hiss Perjury Conviction: After a second trial (the first having resulted in a hung
jury) Hiss was convicted of perjury on January 21st. The statute of limitations had
already precluded a prosecution for espionage. The Hiss exposure and conviction
brought Richard Nixon into national prominence.
Chinese, Soviets Offer Weapons to Vietminh: In 1950 Ho again declared an
independent Democratic Republic of Vietnam, which was recognized by the fellow
Communist governments of China and the Soviet Union. Fighting the French lasted
until May 1954, when the Viet Minh won the decisive victory against French forces at
the grueling Battle of Dienbienphu.
Beginning of Korean War: June 25th, communist North Korea (with substantial help
from communist China) invaded the South. Within days, Truman committed U.S.
troops, calling it a "police action".
Estimated strength of the North Korean army in 1950:135,000 men
Estimated strength of the South Korean army in 1950:95,000 men
Americans killed in the Korean War: 36,000
Americans wounded in the Korean War: 105,000
South Koreans killed in the Korean War: 415,000
South Koreans wounded in the Korean War: 429,000
Estimated number of Chinese and North Koreans killed in the Korean War:
1,500,000
5

Non-American troops from other UN member states sent to aid South Korea:
about 40,000
British Commonwealth troops sent to aid South Korea: about 20,000
American troops sent to aid South Korea: 5,720,000
The war lasted until July 27, 1953.
US Pledges $15M to Aid French: The United States sent $15 million dollars in
military aid to the French for the war in Indochina. Included in the aid package were
a military mission and military advisors.

1953
France Grants Laos Full Independence: The Franco-Lao Treaty of 1953
established Laos as an independent member of the French Union. Under the Geneva
Conference following France’s withdrawal from Indochina after the First Indochina
War, Laos was granted full independence in 1954.
Viet Minh Forces Push into Laos: The Viet Minh swept into Laos beginning in
April, pushing hard against the withdrawing French..
End of Korean War: July 27, 1953.

1954
Battle of Dienbienphu Begins: A force of 40,000 heavily armed Vietminh laid
siege to the French garrison at Dienbienphu beginning on March 13th. The garrison
was located on the Laos border, parallel to Hanoi. Using Chinese artillery to shell the
airstrip, the Vietminh made it impossible for French supplies to arrive by air. It soon
became clear that the French had met their match.
The French garrison was overrun by the Viet Minh after a two-month siege and most
French forces had surrendered by May 7th.
Eisenhower Cites "Domino Theory" Regarding Southeast Asia: Responding to
the defeat of the French by the Viet Mirth at Dienbienphu, President Eisenhower first
outlined the Domino Theory: "You have a row of dominoes set up. You knock over
the first one, and what will happen to the last one is the certainty that it will go over
very quickly."
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Geneva Convention: Delegates from nine nations convened in Geneva on April
26th to start negotiations designed to lead to the end of hostilities in Indochina. The
new socialist French government and the Viet Minh entered into an agreement on July
20th which effectively gave the Communists control of North Vietnam above the 17th
parallel, supposedly until national elections were held in 1956. Their agreement was
denounced by the government of Vietnam and by the United States,. As a result,
control of the north was given to the Viet Minh under Ho Chi Minh, and the south
continued under ex-Emperor Bao Dai. A year later, Bao Dai would be deposed by his
prime minister, Ng6 E)inh Diem, creating the Republic of Vietnam. Soon an
insurgency backed by the North developed against Di~m’s government. That conflict
gradually escalated into the Vietnam War.

1955
Diem Becomes President of Republic of Vietnam: Diem defeated Bao Dai in a
questionable election and proclaimed himself President of Republic of Vietnam.
Diem was strongly supported by Senator Mansfield, who became known as Diem’s
god-father. Under Diem, Catholics were appointed to positions of power at all levels
of government and generally enjoyed advantages throughout South Vietnamese
society. The Buddhists, who constituted a majority of Vietnamese, resented the
preferential treatment given to the small Catholic minority.
Diem Urged to Negotiate with North: Supposedly, Britain, France and United
States covertly urged Diem to respect Geneva accords and conduct discussions with
the North.
Diem Rejects Conditions of Geneva Accords and Refuses to Participate in
Nationwide Elections: South Vietnamese leader Diem rejected the idea of
nationwide election as proposed in the agreement, saying that a free election was
impossible in the communist North and that his government was not bound by the
Geneva Accords.
China and Soviet Union Pledge Additional Financial Support to Hanoi

1956
US Training South Vietnamese: The French left Vietnam and the US Military
Assistance Advisor Group (MAAG) assumed responsibility, from the French, for
training South Vietnamese forces.
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1957
Communist Insurgency into South Vietnam: Communist insurgent activity in
South Vietnam escalated, with guerrillas assassinating more than 400 South
Vietnamese officials. Thirty-seven armed companies were organized along the
Mekong Delta.
Terrorist Bombings Rock Saigon: Thirteen Americans working for MAAG and
US Information Service were wounded in terrorist bombings in Saigon.

1959
Weapons Moving Along Ho Chi Minh Trail: North Vietnam formed Group 559
to begin infiltrating cadres and weapons into South Vietnam via the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. The Trail would become a strategic target for future US military attacks.
US Servicemen Killed in Guerilla Attack: Major Dale R. Buis and Master
Sargent Chester M. Ovnand became the first Americans to die in the Vietnam War
when guerillas strike at Bienhoa
Diem Orders Crackdown on Communists, Dissidents

1960
North Vietnam Imposes Universal Military Conscription
Kennedy Elected President: John F. Kennedy narrowly defeated Richard Nixon
for the presidency in one of the closest elections in American history. He appointed
Robert McNamara to be his Secretary of Defense. McNamara and his team
essentially determined our conduct of the Vietnam War.
Diem Survives Coup Attempt: of November 11th.

Vietcong Formed: Hanoi announced its formation of the National Liberation Front
for South Vietnam, which the Diem government dubbed the "Vietcong."

1961
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Douglas MacArthur’s Advice: In April, Kennedy was advised by retired Five Star
General Douglas MacArthur that "Anyone wanting to commit American ground
forces to the mainland of Asia should have his head examined." Kennedy often
repeated this quote, or so it is said by his many supporters, but his administration’s
actions took him in the opposite direction.
General Maxwell Taylor: Taylor, who had retired as Army Chief of Staff in July
1959, was recalled to active duty to become JFK’s principal military advisor
(following his heading a review of the disastrous Bay of Pigs invasion). Kennedy
then appointed him, on October 1, 1962, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, which position
he held until 1964, when he became our Ambassador to South Vietnam.
Vienna Summit: June 3-4, 1961, Kennedy and Khrushchev meeting, where (among
other things) Kennedy agreed to not intervene in Laos. Criticism of his performance
led Kennedy to dispatch 16,000 troops (characterized as advisers) to Vietnam in a
show of strength.
Battle of Kienhoa Province: 400 guerillas attacked the village in Kienhoa
Province, but were defeated by South Vietnamese troops.
Construction of the Berlin Wall: Sudden construction began early on Sunday
morning, August 13th. Kennedy was heavily criticized for allowing construction to
go forward. The wall lasted in place until November 9, 1989.
Vice President Johnson Tours Saigon: During a tour of Asian countries, Vice
President Johnson visited Diem in Saigon and assured Diem that he was crucial to US
objectives in Vietnam. Johnson called him "the Churchill of Asia."
DOD Recommends Ground Troops: In a November memo, McNamara
recommended deployment of 8,000 troops, expanding up to six divisions (or 205,000
men). While rejected, JFK did approve a policy of widening military support,
ultimately resulting in 16,500 "advisers", but who were fighting alongside the South
Vietnamese troops. There were 2,000 US troops in Vietnam at the end of 1961.

1962
US Military Employs Agent Orange: US Air Force began using Agent Orange -a defoliant that came in metal orange containers -- to expose roads and trails used by
Vietcong forces.
Diem Palace Bombed in Coup Attempt
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Mansfield Begins to Voice Doubts on Vietnam Policy: Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield, an early supporter of U.S. efforts there, began to have doubts. After
a visit to Saigon, his December 18th report to JFK suggested that Diem had wasted the
two billion dollars that America had spent.

1963
Battle of Ap Bac: This was a major battle, commencing on January 2nd in a
province west of Saigon. It was also the first where Vietcong units, outnumbered
more than 5 to 1, chose to stand and fight and withstood attacks from South
Vietnamese Army (ARVN) and its US advisors.
Lodge Appointed Ambassador: Henry Cabot Lodge was appointed our
Ambassador, replacing career FSO, Fredrick Nolting, on August 1 st.
President Kennedy Assassinated in Dallas: Kennedy’s death meant that the
problem of how to proceed in Vietnam fell squarely into the lap of his vice president,
Lyndon Johnson, but with all of JFK’s appointees still in place at DOD. There were
16,000 US troops in Vietnam when Kennedy was assassinated.
Buddhists Protest Against Diem: Tensions between Buddhists and the Diem
government were further strained as Diem, a Catholic, removed Buddhists from
several key government positions and replaced them with Catholics. Buddhist monks
protested Diem’s intolerance for other religions and the measures he took to silence
them. In a show of protest, Buddhist monks started setting themselves on fire in public
places.
Diem Overthrown, Murdered: With tacit approval of the United States, as
confirmed in Cable 243, operatives within the South Vietnamese military overthrew
Diem. He and his brother Nhu were shot and killed in the aftermath.

1964
General Nguyen Khanh Seizes Power in Saigon: In a bloodless coup, General
Nguyen Khanh seized power in Saigon on January 30th. South Vietnam junta leader,
Major General Duong Van Minh (who was instrumental in Diem’s assassination), was
placed under house arrest, but allowed to remain as a figurehead chief-of-state. Thus
begins a period of unsteady junta leadership, with various commanders jockeying for
position and power.
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Taylor Appointed Ambassador: General Maxwell Taylor became our Ambassador,
replacing Henry Cabot Lodge on July 1 st. Taylor essentially directs the conduct of our
war, in coordination with the South Vietnamese.
Gulf of Tonkin Incident: On August 2, three North Vietnamese PT boats allegedly
fired torpedoes at the USS Maddox, a destroyer located in the international waters of
the Tonkin Gulf, some thirty miles off the coast of North Vietnam. The attack came
after six months of covert US and South Vietnamese naval operations. A second, even
more highly disputed attack, was alleged to have taken place on August 4.
Debate on Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution was
approved by the Congress on August 7th and authorized President Johnson to "take all
necessary measures to repel any armed attack against forces of the United States and
to prevent further aggression." The resolution passed unanimously in the House, and
by a margin of 82-2 in the Senate. The Resolution became the basis for Johnson to
wage all-out war against North Vietnam without ever securing a formal Declaration of
War from Congress.
Vietcong Attack Bienhoa Air Base: Bien Hoa, the capital city of Bien Hoa
Province, was located about 20 miles north of Saigon on the Dong Nai River. Early in
the war, the United States constructed a large airfield and military headquarters just
outside Bien Hoa, and on November l, 1964, the Vietcong attacked the installation,
destroying five aircraft and killing four American soldiers.It was becoming more and
more clear that if the United States was going to conduct an air war over North and
South Vietnam, with aircraft and personnel stationed in the south, regular ground
troops would be required to defend those installations. Escalation of the conflict
became one indirect consequence of the 1964 attack on Bien Hoa.
LBJ Defeats Goldwater: Lyndon Johnson was elected in a landslide over
Republican Barry Goldwater of Arizona. During the campaign, Johnson’s position on
Vietnam appeared to lean toward de-escalation of US involvement, and sharply
contrasted the more militant views held by Goldwater.

1965
Operation "Rolling Thunder" Deployed: Sustained American bombing raids of
North Vietnam, dubbed Operation Rolling Thunder, began in February. The nearly
continuous air raids would go on for three years.

Marines Arrive at Danang: The 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade, supposedly the
first American combat troops, arrived in Vietnam to defend the US airfield at Danang.
Scattered Vietcong gunfire was reported, but no Marines were injured.
Heavy Fighting at Ia Drang Valley: The first conventional battle of the Vietnam
war took place as American forces clashed with North Vietnamese units in the Ia
Drang Valley. The US 1 st Air Cavalry Division employed its newly enhanced
technique of aerial reconnaissance to finally defeat the NVA, although heavy
casualties were reported on both sides.
Lodge Again Appointed Ambassador: Henry Cabot Lodge again became our
ambassador on July 31 st, when he replaced Maxwell Taylor.
Vietnam "Teach-In" Broadcast to Nation’s Universities: The practice of
protesting US policy in Vietnam by holding "teach-ins" at colleges and universities
became widespread. The first "teach-in" -- featuring seminars, rallies, and speeches -took place at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor in March. In May, a nationally
broadcast "teach-in" reached students and faculty at over 100 campuses.
Draft Concerns Begin: The Selective Service Act of 1948 required all malles to
register at age 18 and those between the ages of 19 to 26 to be eligible to be drafted
into the armed services. Beginning in 1965 and lasting until the lottery was instituted
at the end of 1969, draft-eligible males (essentially those born between1940 and 1950)
began to make life-effecting decisions based on its potential effect on their draft
eligibility. College was an automatic deferment, but not if you took a semester off or
got a failing grade (thereby not making "satisfactory progress" toward a degree).
Marriage was also an initial deferment, but later you had to have a child. [More TK]
US Troop Levels Reach 184,000 by Year-End

1966
B-52s Bomb North Vietnam: In an effort to disrupt movement along the Mugia
Pass -- the main route used by the NVA to send personnel and supplies through Laos
and into South Vietnam -- American B-52s bombed North Vietnam for the first time.

South Vietnam Government Troops Take Hue and Danang
LBJ Meets With South Vietnamese Leaders: President Johnson met with South
Vietnamese Premier Nguyen Cao Ky and his military advisors in Honolulu. Johnson
promised to continue to help South Vietnam fend off aggression from the North, but
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added that the US will be monitoring South Vietnam’s efforts to expand democracy
and improve economic conditions for its citizens.
Veterans Stage Anti-War Rally: Veterans from World Wars I and II, along with
veterans from the Korean war staged a protest rally in New York City. Discharge and
separation papers were burned in protest of US involvement in Vietnam.
CORE Cites "Burden On Minorities and Poor" in Vietnam: The Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE) issued a report claiming that the US military draft placed "a
heavy discriminatory burden on minority groups and the poor." The group also called
for a withdrawal of all US troops from Vietnam.
US Troop Levels Reach 389,000 by Year-end.

1967
Operation Cedar Falls Begins: In a major ground war effort dubbed Operation
Cedar Falls, about 16,000 US and 14,000 South Vietnamese troops set out to destroy
Vietcong operations and supply sites near Saigon. A massive system of tunnels was
discovered in an area called the Iron Triangle, an apparent headquarters for Vietcong
personnel.
Nguyan Van Thieu Elected President: On September 3rd, Thieu, a younger member
of the military junta, was formally elected President of South Vietnam., solidifying
the influence he had held since Nguyen Khanh had left in 1965.
McNamara Authorizes Pentagon Papers Study: SecDef Robert McNamara
authorized a study of US - Vietnam Relations on June 17th. Three people in his office
are in charge: Paul Warnke, Morris Halperin and Les Gelb.
Bunker Appointed Ambassador: Ellsworth Bunker replaced Lodge on April 5th and
served through the end of hostilities, until May 11, 1973.
Martin Luther King Speaks Out Against War: Calling the US "the greatest
purveyor of violence in the world," Martin Luther King publicly spokes out against
US policy in Vietnam. King later encouraged draft evasion and suggests a merger
between antiwar and civil rights groups.
Dow Recruiters Driven From Wisconsin Campus: University of Wisconsin
students demanded that corporate recruiters for Dow Chemical -- producers of napalm
-- not be allowed on campus.
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McNamara Calls Bombing Ineffective: Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara,
appearing before a Senate subcommittee, testified that US bombing raids against
North Vietnam had not achieved their objectives. McNamara admitted that movement
of supplies to South Vietnam had not been reduced, and neither the economy nor the
morale of the North Vietnamese had been broken.
Major Anti-War Demonstration in DC: On October 31 st, 100,000 anti-war
protesters gathered at the Lincoln Memorial, with 30,000 of them marching to the
Pentagon that evening.
McNamara Announces Resignation: Upset at not receiving any response to his
recommendations to Johnson that they cease the bombing of North Vietnam and turn
the fighting over to the South Vietnamese, McNamara announced his resignation on
November 29th. It would not take effect until his replacement, Clark Clifford, was
sworn in on February 29th of the following year.
US Troop Levels Reach 486,000 by Year-End

1968
January
Sihanouk Allows Pursuit of Vietcong into Cambodia
North Vietnamese Launch Tet Offensive: In a show of military might that
caught the US military off guard, North Vietnamese and Vietcong forces swept down
upon several key cities and provinces in South Vietnam, including its capital, Saigon.
Within days, American forces turned back the onslaught and recaptured most areas.
From a military point of view, Tet was a huge defeat for the Communists, but turned
out to be a political and psychological victory. The US military’s assessment of the
war was called into question and the "end of tunnel" seemed far off.
February
Battle for Hue: The Battle for Hue waged for 26 days as US and South Vietnamese
forces tried to recapture the site seized by the Communists during the Tet Offensive.
Previously, a religious retreat in the middle of a war zone, Hue was nearly leveled in a
battle that left nearly all of its population homeless. Following the US and ARVN
victory, mass graves containing the bodies of thousands of people who had been
executed during the Communist occupation were discovered.
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Westmoreland Requests 206,000 More Troops:
date accuracy]

[TK check Pentagon Papers for

My Lai Massacre: On March 16, the angry and frustrated men of Charlie
Company, 1 lth Brigade, American Division entered the village of My Lai. "This is
what you’ve been waiting for -- search and destroy -- and you’ve got it," said their
superior officers. A short time later the killing began. When news of the atrocities
surfaced, it sent shockwaves through the US political establishment, the military’s
chain of command, and an already divided American public.
Clark Clifford Becomes SecDef: Robert McNamara’s resignation became effective
with the swearing in of his replacement, Clark Clifford, on February 29th.
March
LBJ Announces He Won’t Run: With his popularity plummeting and dismayed
by Senator Eugene McCarthy’s strong showing in the New Hampshire primary, on
Sunday evening, March 31 st, President Lyndon Johnson stunned the nation with the
announcement that he would not be a candidate for re-election.
April
MLK Slain in Memphis: Martin Luther King was assassinated in Memphis on April
4th, setting off deadly riots in at least nineteen American cities, including Washington,
D.C., Chicago, Baltimore, Kansas City, Detroit, New York City, Pittsburgh,
Cincinnati, Trenton, Wilmington, and Louisville.
May
Paris Peace Talks Begin: Following a lengthy period of debate and discussion,
North Vietnamese and American negotiators agreed on a location and start date of
peace talks. Talks were slated to begin in Paris on May 10 with Averell Harriman
representing the United States, and former Foreign Minister Xuan Thuy heading the
North Vietnamese delegation.
June
Robert Kennedy Assassinated: JFK assassinated in Los Angeles on June 6th.
August
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Upheaval at Democratic Convention in Chicago: As the frazzled Democratic
party prepared to hold its nominating convention in Chicago, city officials geared up
for a deluge of demonstrations. Mayor Richard Daley ordered police to crackdown on
antiwar protests. As the nation watched on television, the area around the convention
erupted in violence.
October
Johnson Announces Bombing Halt: On October 31 st, just days before the election,
Johnson announced a bombing halt in light of developments in the Paris Peace Talks
and invited all parties to come to Paris to continue the negotiations. Thieu declined,
perhaps thwarting Johnson of an end-of-term victory. Nixon felt the announcement
was a gimmick to help with Humphrey’s election; his critics accuse him of improperly
discouraging Thieu to attend.
November
Nixon Elected President: Running on a platform of law and order and promising
to end the war, Richard Nixon narrowly beat Hubert Humphrey for the presidency.
Nixon took 43.4 percent of the popular vote, compared to 42.7 percent for Humphrey.
Third-party candidate George Wallace took the remainder, which most believe would
have gone for Nixon.

1969
Johnson Presidency Ends with 537,000 US Troops in Vietnam: When Nixon was
inaugurated on January 20th, there were 537,000 US troops in Vietnam.

Nixon Begins Secret Bombing of Cambodia: In an effort to destroy Communist
supply routes and base camps in Cambodia, President Nixon approved "Operation
Breakfast." The covert bombing of Cambodia, conducted without the knowledge of
Congress or the American public, continued for fourteen months.
Policy of "Vietnamization" Announced: Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird
described a policy of "Vietnamization" when discussing a diminishing role for the US
military in Vietnam. The stated objective of the policy was to shift the burden of
defeating the Communists onto the South Vietnamese Army and away from the
United States. What really brought about the end of the war, however, was Nixon’s
initiatives with Peking and Moscow (Vietnam’s major supporters) to get them to
encourage North Vietnam’s negotiations.

News of My Lai Massacre Reaches US: Through the reporting of journalist
Seymour Hersh, Americans read for the first time oft he atrocities committed by Lt.
William Calley and his troops in the village of My Lai. At the time the reports were
made public, the Army had already charged Calley with the crime of murder.
Nixon’s Silent Majority Speech: On November 3rd, Nixon addressed the nation and
called on its silent majority for support in ending the war.
Massive Antiwar Demonstration in DC: On November 15th, the Moratorium March
on Washington was held in Washington, DC, attracting some 500,000 anti-war
demonstrators. Buses were parked end-to-end around the WH compound and soldiers
were stationed at the Treasury.

Institution of Draft Lottery: On December 1st, the Selective Service instituted its
first draft lottery, which tended to assure some 90% of eligible males that they would
not be called into service.
480,000 US Troops in Vietnam at Year-End.

1970
Sihanouk Ousted in Cambodia: Prince Sihanouk’s attempt to maintain Cambodia’s
neutrality while war waged in neighboring Vietnam forced him to strike opportunistic
alliances with China, and then the United States. Such vacillating weakened his
government, leading to a coup orchestrated by his defense minister, Lon Nol.

Kent State Incident: On May 4th, National Guardsmen open fire on a crowd of
student antiwar protesters at Ohio’s Kent State University, resulting in the death of
four students and the wounding of eight others. President Nixon publicly deplores the
actions of the Guardsmen, but cautions: "...when dissent turns to violence it invites
tragedy." Several of the protesters had been hurling rocks and empty tear gas canisters
at the Guardsmen.
Nixon Visits the Lincoln Memorial: On May 9th, in the midst of another anti-war
demonstration, Nixon makes a 4am visit to protestors gathered at the Lincoln
Memorial.
Kissinger and Le Duc Begin Secret Talks: on February 21st, Kissinger begins secret
talks with Le Duc Tho, at a villa outside Paris.
335,000 US Troops in Vietnam at Year-End.
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1971
Lt. Calley Convicted of Murder: His court marshal concluded with guilty verdict on
March 29th.
Pentagon Papers Published: A legacy of deception, concerning US policy in
Vietnam, on the part of the military and the executive branch is revealed as the New
York Times published excerpts from the Pentagon Papers, beginning on June 13th.
The Nixon administration, eager to stop leaks of what they consider sensitive
information, appeals to the Supreme Court to halt the publication. The Court decides
in favor the Times and allows continued publication.
Nixon Announces Plans to Visit China: In a move that surprised the world and
troubled the North Vietnamese, on July 15th, President Nixon announced his intention
to visit The People’s Republic of China. Nixon’s gesture toward China was seen by the
North Vietnamese as an effort to create discord between themselves and their Chinese
allies.
Thieu Re-elected in South Vietnam
157,000 US Troops in Vietnam at Year-End

1972
Nixon Cuts Troop Levels by 70K: Responding to charges by Democratic
presidential candidates that he is not moving fast enough to end US involvement in
Vietnam, President Nixon ordered troop strength reduced by seventy thousand.
Secret Peace Talks Revealed:
B-52s Bomb Hanoi and Haiphong: In an attempt to force North Vietnam to make
concessions in the ongoing peace talks, the Nixon administration ordered heavy
bombing of supply dumps and petroleum storage sites in and around Hanoi and
Haiphong. The administration made it clear to the North Vietnamese that no section of
Vietnam was off-limits to bombing raids.
Break-In at Watergate Hotel; On June 17th, five burglars were caught red-handed in
the offices of the Democratic National Committee in the Watergate office building in
Washington, DC.
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Kissinger Says "Peace Is At Hand": Henry Kissinger and Le Duc Tho reached
agreement in principle on several key measures leading to a cease-fire in Vietnam.
Kissinger’s announced on October 26th that "peace is at hand." The announcement was
dimmed somewhat by South Vietnamese President Thieu’s opposition to the
agreement.
Nixon Wins Reelection: Nixon was re-elected by the second greatest landslides in
American history, winning 61% of the popular vote against George McGovern, and
sweeping the Electoral College, winning every state except Massachusetts and the
District of Columbia.
27,400 US Troops in Vietnam at Year-End

1973
Paris Peace Accords: A cease-fire agreement that, in the words of Richard Nixon,
"brings peace with honor in Vietnam and Southeast Asia," was signed in Paris by
Henry Kissinger and Le Duc Tho on January 27th and to go into effect the next day.
End of Draft Announced: That same day, January 27th, the Selective Service
announced the end of the Vietnam War draft.
Return of POWs: On February 12th the first of 54 missions, each returning 40
POWs, was undertaken. A total of 591 prisoners were returned by April 4th.
Last American Combat Troops Leave Vietnam: On March 29th, the last American
combat troops left Vietnam. At year-end, and from then on, there are less than 200
US troops in Vietnam.
Hearings on Secret Bombings Begin: The war having ended, the recriminations
began: The Senate Armed Services Committee opened hearing on July 16th on the US
bombing of Cambodia. Allegations were made that the Nixon administration allowed
bombing raids to be carried out during what was supposed to be a time when
Cambodia’s neutrality was officially recognized. As a result of the hearings, Congress
ordered that all bombing in Cambodia cease effective at midnight, August 14.
Kissinger and Le Duc Tho Win Peace Prize: In a deliberate slap at President
Nixon, the Nobel Peace Prize, awarded by the five member Norwegian Nobel
Committee (as distinguished from the remainder, which are awarded by Swedish
officials) was offered to Henry Kissinger of the United States and Le Duc Tho of
North Vietnam - prompting two dissenting members to resign.. Kissinger accepted
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the award, while Tho declines, saying that a true peace does not yet exist in Vietnam.
Due to its political nature the Peace Prize, for most of its history, has been the subject
of controversy.
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