NIXON’S VICTORY

exploded onto the scene in the late I96OS and early I97OS. Indeed, in the
minds of many Americans, "ghetto riots, campus riots, street crime, antiVietnam marches, poor people’s marches, drugs, pornography, welfarism,
rising taxes, all had a common thread: the breakdown of family and social
discipline, of order, of concepts of duty, of respect for law, of public and
private morality." Americans still considered the war in Vietnam the "most
important" issue during the campaign. However, as Scammon and Wattenberg noted, voters were not "primarily" choosing their candidates based
their positions on the war, but they were on "the social issue.’’7
Strikingly, the institution allegedly responsible for causing much of th
deterioration of the moral fabric of American society was the Supreme
Court of the United States. Indeed, in the hands of Nixon (and third-party
candidate George Wallace), the Supreme Court became a powerful tool
for attracting votes, a device for constructing a new electoral coalition. In
Nixon and Wallace’s framing, the Earl Warren-led Court, in its drive to
oust inequality and racial discrimination from the core of the American
experience, had done more wrong than right. And while they would focus
on just a few Supreme Court issues in their campaigns for the presidency,
for other conservative critics there was much more to complain about.
Specifically, by the summer of 1968, the Court’s recent rulings had aided
Communist forces, abetted criminals intent on causing harm, threatened
to dislodge schoolchildren from the security of their neighborhoods, unleashed a wave of pornographic smut, released murderers from death
row, forced prayer out of the schools, and loosened society’s constraints
on sexual promiscuity.8 In the next few years, the Court would provide
more fuel for these fiery critics by in their eyes sanctioning the spilling of the nation’s military secrets, allowing antiwar messages like "Fuck
the Draft"--into the nation’s courthouses and classrooms, giving free rein
to those denouncing the authority of the badge, encouraging women to
devalue their traditional role in American life, beginning the process of
"guaranteeing those unwilling to work a monthly check, and unleashing a
massacre on the nation’s unborn.9 It did it all, moreover, in the name of the
Constitution, a document nearly two centuries old but interpreted by the
Court’s nine unelected wise men to keep up with the times, Io live even]
though its drafters had died long ago.
"
With decisions so easily typecast as unflinchingly liberal, it didn’t take
much to convince voters unnerved by the rebellious spirit of the sixties
that the Supreme Court was at least partially responsible for the unrest
throughout the land. And if anyone needed a push to make the connection,
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