Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 27, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR

JAMES ST. CLAIR
J. FRED BUZHARDT

FROM:

Robert-Andrews ,~~~

SUBJECT:

Paper "The Credibility of John Dean"

The attached paper, "The Credibility of John Dean"
analyzes Dean’s testimony before the Senate Select Committee
on June 25, 26, 27, 28, and 29, 1973.
The analysis is directed to some forty aspects of
Watergate and its related events. Each segment of Dean’s
te stimony is given a short hand title for ready reference.
His testimony is quoted or summarized in the left-hand columns
-- the right-hand columns quote or surn_marize hearing exhibits,
the tes.timony of other Committee witnesses, or in some
instances, other Dean testimony. All are accompanied by
citations to the hearing record.
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THE CREDIBILITY OF JOHN DEAN

The "Long--Short" Honeymoon--

"

In Dean’s prepared statement he
claims that he and his wife had gone Lo
Florida "Lo spend several weeks on a
honeymoon, bUt ~-~s abruptly called
back to Washington on Sunday,
October 15. " (Emphasis added. )
Hearings at 965. In later testimony he said he "had hoped to
spend ten days to two weeks in
Florida, " hearings at 1590, but then
shifted again to say it was his intention to stay "several weeks. "
Hearings at 1593. [The contemplated length of his stay is rel~va~t
because he was seeking to justify his
misappropriation of $4,500 from
CRP funds. Hearings at 1375, 1590,

1593.]

Dean requested round-trip
tickets from Washington, D. C.
to Miami leaving October 14
and returning October 18,
four days later. Exhibit No. 72.
Hearings at 1593. Following his
early return on October 15, 1972,
Dean again requested round-trip
tickets to Miami leaving D. C.
on October Z0 with a planned
return of October 23, four d~ays
later. Exhibit No. 73. Hearings
at 1595. Dean declared that the
purpose of taking the money
originally was for honeymoon
expenses, but then admitted he
used it for ~ersonal expenditures.
Hearings at 1375, 1392, 1393, and
1590.

Accusations Against Congressman Brown-Dean’s prepared statement attempts to
link Congressman Gary Brown with the
cover-up activities by twice asserting
that the Congressman’s letter to,the
Attorney General of September ~,
1972, Exhibit No. 34-20, which
questioned the propriety of Secretary Stans appearance before the
Patman Committee "was, in fact,
drafted by Mr. Parkinson (CRI~
attorney) for Congressman Brown. "
(Emphasis added. ) Hearings at
959, 960.

Congressman Brown vehemently
denied that he was engaged in
any cover-up, and further denied
that Parkinson had prepared the
letter. Brown noted that he had
dictated the letter himself and
that it contained his own "work
product. " Exhibit No. 69. When
confronted by the Congressman’s
denial, Dean replied’ by dropping the
"in fact" reference a’nd said,
this is in the area of hearsay, of
course, that I had heard that the
letter by Mr. Parkinson was,
Mr. Parkinson assisted Mr. Brown
in preparing the letter for the
Attorney General.’ Hearings at 1598.
Dean also observed, "I think that

~-:: .....
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in my testimony, I have explained that often, what was
happetiing at the White House
was one motive. The person
on the other end wasn’t always
aware of that motive and I don’t
mean to impute to other people,
the fact that one person had one
desire, the same motive to the
other person, who was doing a
normal, what they thought was
a helpful thing to the White House
in a general election year and not
understanding the implications
of all the facts and circumstances.
Hearings at 1597, 1598.
Dean’s Accounts of the LaCosta Meeting-Dean testified that at the February ii,
1973, LaCosta meeting’~hrlichman
raised the bottom line question: Would
the seven Watergate defendants remain silent through the Senate hearings?
I say this was the bottom line question
bedause the entire strategy was based
on continued silence." FIearings at 985.

Richard Moore denied that it
was discussed. He notes that
Dean did not say that it was
discussed, but that, to Dean,
it was "the bottom line question..
He was talking about his own
impression, his subjective
evaluation. " Hearings at 1986.

Dean claimed that at the conclusion of

Moore denied that such a conversation took place. Hearings
at 1942. He added’~;~;:=~:-" if it did
[occur], at my age and at this stage
of the game, whatever record, I
would have made further inquiries
~’~ " Hearings at 1986. Moore
explained that Dean may have confused this discussion with one
occurring much later, on the
13 or 14 of March. Hearings at
1986. Later he repeated, "We did
not have the discussion he
described." Hearings at 1958.

the February ii meeting Dean w~rned
Moore not to "get involved in carrying
such a message (plea to raise funds)
to Mitchell. " Dean indiqated that
the funds were "for the seven Watergate defendants.’ Hearings at 968.
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Still later he said that if he was
expected to ask Mitchell to raise
money for some convicted burglars,
"then fl~e trip wouldno~ ha~e been
made and I might have got educated
a lot sooner and maybe the President would have learned some things
before March 21. " Hearings at
2027. Moore further noted that
if he had approached Mitchell about
raising funds knowing what the
purpose was, he "would not have
been so eager to urge John Dean
to go in and tell the President
everything. " Hearings at 2051.
Dean’s statement refers to the
LaCosta meeting in which a policy
was adopted that publicly the White
House would give the impres’sion
of cooperation with the Committee
and privately hindering it in every
wa s po s s ible.

Moore denied that such a policy
was adopted. Hearings at 2026.

Dean’s Confessional and the Hunt Notebooks-Dean ended his testimony by saying
"I have sought***to answer all of the
questions that have been asked ~)f me,
and to hide nothing of my own involvement in this matter, and provid~ the
truth as I know it. " Hearings at 1599.
Earlier, he agreed that he now had
"peace of mind. " Hearings at 1094.
As to the contents of Hunt’s safe, Dean
consistently took the position that with
the exception of the "politically sensitive documents" which were given to
Pat Gray on June 28, 1972, all of the
contents were turned over to the FBI
agents. Hearings at 948.

Dean did not "answer all the
questions" put to him, he did
"hide his own involvement, " and
he did not "provide the truth. "
On November 5, 1973, the Special
Prosecutor’s office announced
that after que stioning Dean,he had
admitted that he had shredded the
two missing notebooks from Hunt’s
safe the previous January. At the
same time a pop-up address book
belonging to Hunt had been thrown
into Dean’s wastebasket. These
are the same notebooks that Petersen
had questioned Dean about on December 22, 1972, when Hunt’s
attorney had alleged that the
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Governrnent was withholding
evidence. Dean lied to Petersen,
although at the time of Petersen’s
te stimony he did not yet know
that Dean had. Hearings at 3624.
~Hunt described the contents of
the notebook as relating to the
Gemstone operation, hearings at
3751, 3752; that they would be
useful to an investigator, hearings
at 3757; that they ~vere ’"highly
significant in terms of the
possible defense", h4arings at
3762; that he advised the government that they ~vere missing,
hearings at 3790; and that his
folder "containing the chronological
note s that he made .following his
meeting ~vith Mr. Liddy" about
the Gemstone plan were also
missing, hearings at 3790__/

The Dean Investigation-Dean"s prepared statementrefers to

Dean"s actions, his statements

his _surprise upon hearing the President refer to the "Dean investigation"
during the August 29, 1972, press
conference. Hearings at 955. In
fact, Dean devotes a ~vhole section
of his statement to what he t~rn~ed,
"The So-called Dean Inve stigation. "
Later he denied that the President
had requested him to mak4 a report
or conduct an inve stigation. Hearings
at 1510.

to others that he was investigating
VCatergate, and his own hearing
exhibits contradict his denial.
Dean sought and obtained eightytwo FBI interview reports from
Gray. Hearings at 1461. He sat
in on the FBI intervie~vs with
~Vhite House personnel, approximately twenty-one in all. Hearings
at 940, 941. He frequently contacted Petersen about the prog’ress
of the investigation. Hearings at

3618. Gray testified Dean "told
him he was going to conduct an
inquiry and had been de signated
by the President to do this. " Gray
Nomination Hearings at 678. Dean
also told Gray he ~vas reporting
"dire ctly to the President. "
Hearings at 3482. Dean admitted that he had assured Gray
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that the information from the
FBI ~vas going to the President.
Hearings at 1039, 1360. Petersen
testified that Dean told him that
Dean ~vas "responsible to keep
the President informed. " Hearings
at 3618. Kleindienst testified_,
"The repre sentation that he /Dean/
made to me and to Mr. Petersen
throughout ~vas that he ~vas doing
this for the President of the
United States and that we was reporting directly to the President.
He had been delegated by the President to be posted and kept informed
throughout the course of the investigatio.n. " Hearings at
3575, 3576, 3601. Dean’s
draft report submitted to
Haldeman on December 5, 1972,
exhibit No. 34-25, refers to
Dean being directed "to conduct
a complete investigation" about
V¢atergate. Dean’s draft Camp
David report, prepared in late
March, 1973, refers to the "Dean
Investigation" and to his "findings. "
Exhibit No. 34-43. Ehrlichrnan
recounts his instructions to Dean
following Dean’s return from the
Philippines in these words, "I told
him that I thought that it was importaz
for us to keep well informed of all of
the fast breaking events in this mattex
in order that our press office could be
fully briefed and kept up with the
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developing events because I, as I testified
before, I saw this as a real campaign issue"
Hearings at Z759. Haldemantestified,
"There is absolutely no question in my mind,
or I am sure in the minds of anyone at the
White House, or at the Justice Department,
that John Dean was in fact conducting an
investigation for the White House regarding
the Watergate as it might involve the White
House. It is inconceivable to me that there
could be any doubt in Dean’s mind, "
Hearings at Z881.Haldeman later called
attention to Dean’s draft letter to the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Exhibit
No. 34-39, in which Dean refers to "the
fact that I conducted an investigation of
this matter at the .direction of the President
$$$." Hearings at 3099, 3100.

Dean Warns Kleindienst and Petersen-Dean claims that on June 19 or 20,
197Z, he warned Kleindienst and
Petersen that he "did not have s~ll
the facts" but that he "was very
concerned that this matter could
lead directly to the President.
Hearings at 936.

Petersen testified, "I remember
the circumstances. I don’t remember
it as Mr. Dean testified to iF. " He
then explained that he, in fact,
recommended to Dean that the President
publicly instruct the Attorney General
to run an "all-out investigation. "
Hearings at 3613. When again asked
whether Dean said "such a thing",
Petersen replied, "No, sir. As a
’matter of fact, that whole conversation
is entirely miscast. It was Kleindienst

and I who were telling him that, you
know, obviously, this thing had dire
political ramifications and the only
thing that could be done would be for
the Department of Justice to run it all
out and the President ought to be told.
IV[r. Dean’s statement, perhaps honestly,
you know, miscast that in a very favorable
light to him. That is all I can say. "
,Hearings at 3652. ~[!eindienst testified
that, to the contrary, it was Petersen
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and Kleindienst who had urged Dean to
inform the President about "the
gravity of the situation. " Hearings at
3563.
Indictments Held Off-In Dean’s prepared statement, he
states that at his September 15, 1972,
meeting with the President, "I said
that the Justice Department had held
off as long as possible the return
of the inductments. ,t Hearings at 958.

Petersen sharply disputed any
sugge stion of a hold up, pointing
out he would "not do a damn thing
to jeopardize my reputation for anybody. " Hearings at 3643. "Ther.e
was some pressure to get the indictment out by September I. We could
not do that. I frankly promised
them September I. V~re couldn’t
do it until September 15. That
did not impair the inve stigation.
We were ready to go to trial in
November but Judge Sirica had a
bad back and continued the thing
on his own motion. " Hearings
at 3648. Dean later admitted
that he l~ew of no impropriety, in
the investigation supervised by
Petersen, and that the Justice
Department was going full force
in its investigation. Hearings at 1034.
He also characterized the "tenor of
the inve stigation" as very "vigorous. "
Hearings at 1360.

....
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Cove rup "Inhe rite d "- Under questi.oning, Dean a~dmitted
he was in on it "from the beginning. "
Hearings at 1357.

Dean testified that upon his return to
the United States on June 18, 1972,
he "inherited" the coverup. Hearings
at 1026.
Wide Open Investigation-Dean testified he told Petersen on
June 19 or 20, 1972, that he did not
think the White House could "withstand
a wide open investigation. " Hearings
at 937.

When asked whether he recalled
such astatement, Petersen said
"No. I do not. I do recall some
discussion, some concern about
this oughtn’t to be an excuse in
a political year to run a general
probe of the White House. " But
Petersen declared that he went on
to.say that. "we would run a
thorough inve stigation of that
burglary. " Hearings at 3614.
When again ~sked if Dean made
such a remark, Petersen said,
"No. I do not understand that. "
Hearings at 3658. Under questioning
De an concede d that he vie we d a
"wide open investigation" as
"everything that occurred in the
White House for 4 years. " Hearings
at 1032.

Magruder Made It "By the Skin o~His Teeth"--

Dean testified that when he asked Petersen
how Magruder made out before the Grand
Jury, Petersen replied that he made it
through "by the skin of his teeth". Hearings at 952.

Petersen responded, "That is
not correct." I remember the
conversation very well~-~:~’:-~’’.
Petersen then explained that he
had reported to Dean that Moore
had made a good v¢itness, although
the grand jury could not comprehend how so much money could be
turned over without some requirenqent to account for it. Hearings
at 365!, 3617.
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Dean ~kccuse s the President-Dean testified tha~t based on a series of
meetings with the President, he
believes that the President was involved in the obstruction of justice.
He understood that the charges he
made against the Pre sident involved
the President "in criminal offenses. "
Hearings at 1044. When asked whether
he was "certain after the September
15 meeting that the President was
fully aware of the coverup, he replied,
"Yes sir. " Hearings at 1435.

On Maroh 30 Dean told his
attorneys "everything that I
could remember. ~’ Hearings at
1009. Yet Dean’s ~kpril 14 list
of persons whom he believed were
indictable, did not include the
President. Exhibit No. 34-37.
Dean was then bargaining with the
U.S. ~kttorney for complete
immunity. Moore testifiad that on
March 20 Dean had agreed he
should make a full disclosure to
the President. Dean told Moore
the next day that he had ’~let it all
out" to the President. Mo~re noted that they had also agreed that
the President should make a prompt
disclosure of all that he had learned
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and that it is "hardly compatible
with a belief on Mr. Deanls part
that the President himself had known
the critical facts all along. "
Hearings at 1945, 1981. Moore
added that Dean never indicated
to him that the Pre sident was
involved or knew about the coverup.
Hearings at 2006. Kleindienst
testified that ~vhen Silbert reported
to him on the night of April 14,
"Nothing was said to me that
night that would implicate the
President of the United State s. "
Hearings at 3586. He later added,
"I think that Mr. Silbert to the
extent that, I at least believed
at the time he gave me in surnrnary
form every bit of relevant information that he had obtained from
Mr. Magruder and Mr. Dean; I believed that at the time. " Hearings
at 3609. Petersen said that the
U.S. Attorney’s office, as of
April 27 had no information implicating the President. Hearings
at 3635, 3636.. It ~vas not until
after Dean’s discharge on April 30
that Dean charged the President with
obstruction of justice.
Dean’s March 13 Meeting with
President -Dean claimed that at the 4~iarch 13 meeting he told the President about money demands by Hunt and the blackmail threat.
Hearings at 995, 996. Dean further
claimed that he had not told Moore
about his earlier March 13 discussion
with the President about Hunt’s demands
and Executive clemency. Hearings at 997.

Moore testified that on March 19
or 20, Dean informed Moore
about Hunt’s~blackmail demands
for the first time. Hunt wanted
the funds by March 21. Hearings
at 1944, 1981, 2053. Moore added, "I
asked Dean whether he had ever
told the President about them.
Dean replied that he had not~’,-~’:-’~:-’’’
Hearings at 1945, 2004. Moore
further- said that up until March 21
Dean never had told him about any
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discussion with the President about
$I million and Executive ctemency.
Hearings at 2.004-2006. Dean’s
own testimony refers to a IV[arch
19 demand by Hunt which was
directed to Dean. Hearings at 999.

Mardian Criticizes FBI-Dean, "I recall Mardian’s reaction
was that the documents indicated that
t~e investigation was too vigorous and
he %vas quite critical of Gray and asked
me to call Gray to slow down but I never.
made such a call. ;:-’**IV[ardian insisted
that he be permitted to see the
reports. ***I recall that when Ivlardian,
O’Brien and Parkinson finally came to
my office to look at the reports, they
realized they were not very meaningful. It was IVIr. Mardian, however,
who became very excited because of
the scope of the investigation that
Gray was conducting and the tone of
the cables he was sending out of headquarters". Hearings at 945.

Mardian denied reading FBI reports, denied stating to Dean that
the FBI was too aggressive and
denied suggesting that the FBI slow
down its investigation. Hearings at
2370. While Mardian admitted
seeing an FBI teletype message
from Gray, he declared that
Dean’s allegation that Mardian
insisted on seeing the FBi reports
was "dead wrong". Hearings at
2371, 2390.

Mardian Suggests CIA Funds--

Dean testified that on June 23 or 24
Mardian "raised the proposition%~hat
the CIA could take care of this entire

Mardian, "I do not recall that conversation. Ido recall a discussion
and there may have been discussions
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- 12 matter if they wished, in that they had
funds and covert procedures for distributing funds". Hearings at 945, 946. Dean
added that after explaining to Mitchell
and Mardian that CIA might be involved
Dean recalled that Mardian suggested that
CIA assistance be sought because those
arrested were former CIA operatives.
Hearings at 945, 946, 1415.

concerning CIA involvement, and I
can tell you that whatever point in
time that Was that it was my opinion
that the CIA was involved for a
number of reasons, and I do not
recall any money demand as such,
the only ones I recall are bail, bail
the defendants out, and I may have
said, ’CIA ought to take care of
its own people,’ or it’s ’a CIA
problem and not a committee
problem.’" Hearings at 2368.

Strachan Receives Wiretap Logs-Dean, "I was aware that Gordon Strahhan
had close, daily liaison with Mr. Magruder
and had carried information relating to
wiretapped conversations into the White
House -’:-" ;:-" ~’~". Hearings at 955.

In Strachan’s opening statement he
notes that the intelligence reports
he received were not wiretapped
conversations,, but information
from "an informer planted in the
Humphrey camp". He further noted

that "Magruder’s testimony had
established that he never received
his wiretap data". Hearings at
244Z. Later he denied ever
seeing the Gemstone file. Hearings
at 2452. /Strachan said that in
April of this year he "still suspected
Sedan Chair II might have been a
wiretap summary", and that he had
told Dean that he had destroyed
"3 confidential source memos which
he said could possibly have been
wiretap reports with the sources
carefully camouflaged". Hearings

at 2442. /
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Brookings Institute Burglary-Dean, "To the best of my recollection
* * * it was late June or early July that
Jack Caufield came to me to tell me that
Mr. Colson had called him in, at
Ehrlichman’s direction, and instructed
him to burglarize The Brookings Instiute
in an effort to determine if they had certain leaked documents". Hearings at 919,
920. Dean testified that he .flew to
California and persuaded Ehrlichman
to call off the burglary.

Ehrlichman states that Dean
reported the effort against The
Brookings Institute but that he
did not authorize it as Dean
alleged. Hearings at 2535,
2536.

Mitchell and Executive Clemency-Dean said that both Mitchell and O’Brien
had called him on January I0, 1973 and
told him that Executive clemency assurances should be passed to McCord.
Hearings at 975.

Mitchell, "Well, that is, in my
opln~on, a complete fabrication,
because the negotiations with
McCord started when 1 was out,
entir ely odt of the say. 1 was
down in Florida. And this, of
course, was the thing that was
handled through Caufield. Except
it was not Mitchell. And I think if
you look at Dean’s total testimony,
you will get the same conclusion
that I have come to, that the only
discussion of Executive clemency
that 1 have ever heard about was
during sometime in January, where
Hunt was in a psychological state
in which he made demands upon
either Colson directly, or through
Bit[rnan or whatever it was with
respect to the subject matter, and
the word got back to me from somebody -- whether it was Dean or
O’Brien or whoever it was -- that
the only person Hunt would take a
commitment for Executive clemency
was from Colson. That is ~vhere it
ended. " Hearings at 1673.
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- 14 Magruder’s Grand Jury Problem--

Dean alleges that :he reported back to
Haldeman about Magruder’s proposed
testimony before the grand jury and the
fact that no one was sure it would hold
up. This discussion did occur before
Mitchell resigned." We, of course,
knew that it was a fabricated story.
W"nen I later learned Mr. Porter would
corroborate Mr. Magruder’s testimony, I informed Haldeman and
Ehrlichman of that. " Dean testified
that after Magruder made it through
by the skin of his teeth, "I called
Haldeman and so informed him, and
subsequently infor1~aed Mitchell and
Magruder. I recalled Haldeman was
very pleased because this, of course,
meant that the investigation would not
go beyond Liddy. " Hearings at 952.

When H~ldeman was asked
whether Dean made such reports
to him he testified, "He did not
so inform me. " Hearings at
3043.

Dean Attempts to Recruit Under-Cover
Agents.Dean is asked, "Did you attempt to recruit
Mr. Tapman or any others for undercover work. " Dean replied, "~V~ell I
can’t recall recruiting anybody for
undercover work other than I did
have a discussion with Mr. ± apman
but I have to put this in context.
Hearings at 1448.

After a lengthy explanation of
his relationship with Tapman and
his lack of success in recruiting
him, Dean is again asked, "Then
your answer to this question, did
you attempt to recruit Mr. Tapman?
Dean answers, "Is yes. " Hearings
at 1448,

Executive Clemency--

Dean claims that on January 3, 1973
Ehrlichman, Colson and Dean met to
discuss Executive clemency for Hunt.
Dean testified, "Ehrlichman said
that he would have to speak with the
President. Ehrlichrnan told Colson
that he should not talk with the

Ehrlichman testified that he informed Dean and Colson on
January 3 that "the President
wanted no one in the White House
to get into this whole area of
clemency with anybody involved in
this case, and surely not make any

_ , - , ~_~_=. \: ......_" .... -..,~.: ’ ...........i" _~_~ - ~,_ :~ ~i~,_: ....~.~__ ~7=,~ ......:_-

President about this. On January 4,
I learned from-Ehrlichman that.he,hadgiven Colsdn an affirmative re~ .........

garding clemency for Hunt and that
Colson had talked to Bittman again
about the matter. There was another
meeting on this subject on January’5;
in Ehrlichman’s office, in which Colson
explained exactly what he had told
Bittrnan regarding clemency. * * *
He / Ehrlichman/said that no one
could be given a specific commitment
but obviously, if Hunt was going to
get an assurance for clemency the
others could understand that it applied
to all. " Hearings at 973, 974. After
the meeting Dean claims that Colson
admitted to him that he had taken it
up with the President despite Ehrlichman’s
~varning not to do so.
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assurances to anyone. " Hearings
at 2608. Ehrlichman denied
~ ........
raising it with the President on

January 4 as Dean alleged, and
pointed out that the previous July
the President had agreed that
Executive clemency was a "closed
subject." Hearings at 2611.
Ehrlichman noted that on January 5
Colson reported his conversations
with Hunt’s attorney and provided
Dean with a long, detailed memo
of the conversation. Hearings at
Z610. As to Dean’s claim that
Ehrlichman said that Executive
clemency assurances should also
be extended to the others
Elirlichman replied "No, sir, that
falls for the same reason that the
other one does. I had the strongest
conviction that we must never discuss Executive clemency, either
the President must never discuss it,
or any of us must never discuss it
with any outsider, for just the kind
of reason that we are seeing in this
situation now. I did not have even
a scintilla of a hint that anyone was
making an approach, for instance,
to McCord. That whole thing was
a total revelation to me, and a
monumental error, in my opinion. "
Hearings at 2611.
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Dean’s Duplicit)r- Dean admits telling IRon Ziegler "that
there was nobody that I knew of who
was involved in or had prior knowledge
of the June 17 break-in." He added,
"I always dealt in very close literal
words ***". Hearings at 1035. In later
testimony he said that "if that were to
be a literal statement as to somebody
being involved in a particular incident
which occurred on June 17 *** that
would have been a true statement. "
(Emphasis added). Hearings at 1075.

Dean had personal knowledge that
lk4agruder, Mitchell, Liddy and
himself had attended planning
meetings in which the Democratic
National Headquarters was
mentioned as a proposed target
for political intelligence. Hearing~
at 929-931, 1084. Further he
admitted that Magruder had called
him the morning of June 19 about
the break-in at which time Magrud,
had blamed Liddy. Hearings at
932. By noon of the same da.y
Liddy had laid out the facts about
the break-in. Hearings at 933.

Oval Office Ordered E11sbe’rg Break-ln-Dean testified as to his conversation with
Krogh issued a public statement
Krogh on March 28 or 29, 1973 about the
on January 24, 1974 after he was
Ellsberg break-in. His testimony reads
sentenced in the U.S. District
in parr, "We then entered into a discussion
Court in which he said in part
about the incident and I asked him if he~ had
"On July 24, I was summoned to
received his authorization to proceed with
the President’s office with l~Ir.
Ehrlichrnan. ***The President
the burglary from Ehrlichrnaq, knowing
well that Krogh would not undertake such
appeared deeply troubled by this
unauthorized disclosure and direct,
a mission himself. Krogh responded that
me to expand the work by the unit
no; he did not believe that Ehr~ichrnan had
been aware of the incident until shortly
to cover it. *~* The intensity of
after it had occurred; rather, he had rethe national security concern
ceived his orders right out of the ’Oval
expressed by the President fired
Office’". Hearings at 1007, 1080. Later
up and overshadowed every aspect
Dean referred again to the I~irogh converof the unit’s work. It was in this
sation in these words, "*~=~ I was very
context that the Fielding incident,
curious myself to find out what it was, and
the break-in into the office of Dr.
that is when I asked Mr. Krogh if, in fact,
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist, took place
Mr. Ehrlichrnan had authorized the burglary
Doubtless, this explains why John
of the Doctor’s office and he told me that he
Dean has reported that I told him
didn’t think Mr. E~hrlichman knew in advance. "that instructions for the break-in
Hearings at 1426.
had come directly from the Oval
Office. In fact, the July 24

,~ _ --~.~ .......
" ".~-..~ ~ " ¯¯
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meeting was the only di.rect 0ntact I had -.
with the President on the work of the unit.
I have just listened to the tape of that
meeting, and Dr. Ellsberg’s name did not
appear to be mentioned. Ihad been led to
believe by the White House statement of
IV~ay 22, 1973, that the President had given
me instructions regarding Dr. E11sberg
in the July 24, 1971, meeting. It must be
that those instructions were relayed to me
by Mr. Ehrlichrnan. In any event, I
received no specific instruction or authority
whatsoever regarding the break-in from
the President, directly or indirectly. "***

t

Strachan’s Per,~ury Offer.-Dean testified that Strachan had said
he would perjure himself, if necessary, to prevent involving
Haldeman. Hearings at 964.

When Strachan was asked whether Dean’s
assertion was correct, he denied his
agreeing to comit perjury. "The particular
meeting or conversation that Mr. Dean,
I believe, is referring to followed a series
of meetings to decide howto cope with the
Segretti matter. **~,-~ We were working on
statements that could be used to the press
by the White House, such as the one that
Mr. Chapin eventually released, and I
indicated at ~hat time that if the statement
was to be released in my name, it could
indicate that I had approved Don Segretti
instead of Mr. Haldeman. " Hearings at
Z488. Strachan added "There was no
pending body where I -woul~ take ~n oath .
~nd I have to make a statement . And in fact,
when I eventually was asked that particular
question before the grand jury on April II,
who approved the hiring of Don Segretti,
I answered Mr. Haldeman did." When
asked whether Mr. Dean’s memory failed
him he replied, "Yes, I think it is probably
as Dick Moore described it, subject to
Ervln~s law." Hearings at 2489.
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- i8 Request to Retrieve Film from CIA-Dean testified that "as a result of a conversation I had with Ehrlichrnan I was
asked to attempt to have the CIA retrieve

from the Department of Justice information relating to Hunt’s dealings with

When Ehrlichman is questioned
as to whether he asked Dean to
get that film back from the CIA
he replied "No". Hearings

at 2553.

the CIA." Hearings at 977. He then
referred to the fact that CIA had pictures
of Liddy standing in front of Ellsberg’s
psychiatrist office and that Ehrlichman
requested him to seek to retrieve the
document before the Senate investigators
got a copy of the material. Hearings

at 978
Dean’s. Revelations to the President

March 13 or Z1-Dean testified that at his March 13
meeting with the President he informed
him about the money demands by the
Watergate defendants and the fact that
it would cost a million dollars or more.
Dean then testified that the President, on
that date, referred to .the fact that Hunt
had been promised Executive clemency.
Hearings at 995, 996, 1381, 1402, 1403,
1423. Later Dean refers againt~ ~he President asking about the date Dean first told
him about "the Watergate implications"
Hearings at 1555. In the fipal questioning
when told that the Thompson memo of
Buzhardt’s call, Exhibit 70A indicates
March Z1 he responded, "That is not
correct. That is not my recollection.
In fact, I am very clear on the fact that
it occurred on the 13th, becausethe meeting
on the 21st was a totally different range of
topics than the .way this rather casuall}~ came

up on the~13thJ’. Hearings at 1567.

Haldem’an testified that he took no
notes of the March 13 meeting and
has no recollection of that meetin
at all. Hearings at 2892. He
went on to state that he did recall
the March Z1 meeting and had
listened to the’tape of that meetin~
in its entirety and had made notes
Hearings at 2893-2896. Haldeman
then testified that it was at the
March Z1 meeting that Dean had
raised the money demands and the
million dollar figure. He further
noted that "Dean mentioned
Several times during this meeting
his awareness that he was telling
the President things the President
had known nothing about. Hearings
at 2898. Haldernan added, "Mr.
Dean’s recollection that the
President had told him on March I

"

" -’ ~’ ~ ~_:~.~-~,~.
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He went on to explain that "it appears to
me what they have done is take what I
did raise on the 21st regarding Mr.
Hunt’s direct threat of a blackmail
nature to John Ehrlichrnan and confused
it with an earlier meeting which occurred
on lVlarch 13, when the $I million conversation came up, and put the two together
some way." Hearings at 1568.

that Ehrlichrnan had discussed an offer
of clemency to Hunt with him, and he
had also discussed Huntls clemency
with Colson is a total variance with
everything that I have ever heard from
the President, Ehrlichrnan or Colson.
I don’t recall such a discussion in either
the March 13 or March 21 meeting."
Hearings at 2898. /__~ean has insisted
that he first disclosed details of the
Watergate matter to the President on
March 13 despite the fact that the
President had suggested to him during
the.April 15 meeting that it was first
dis~losed on March ZI. Hearings-at 1016.
In fact at the April 16 meeting with the
-President Dean states that the President
said he had checked "his records and that
it had been on Iv[arch Zl~’Hearings at 1018
Curiously enough, Dean had prepared a
draft statement for the President on
April 16, 1973 which indicated that the
President had received information "in
the past few days" Exhibit No. 34-51.
Actually when Dean summarized this
statement in his testimony he suggested
that the President had learned new facts
"over the weekend". Hearings at 1018/.

-

"
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Draw the Wagons Around the Whit~ Hohse-Dean-testified that in the late afternoon of
March 21 he discussed with Haldeman that
two options were open. "One is that this
thing goes all the way and deals with both
the preadtivities and the postactivities, or
the second alternative; if the cover-up was
to proceed we would have to draw the wagons
in a circle around the White House and that
the White House protect itself. I told
Haldeman that it had been the White House’s
assistance to the reelection committee that
had gotten us into much of this problem and
now the only hope would be to protect ourselves from fu-rther invo~¢ement. " Hearings
at I000, 1092.

Haldeman testified, "I recall
an incident after that afternoon
meeting that Mr. Dean also
recalls, but he says it took place
before and he sees it a little bit
differently. I remember that
Dean and Ehrlichman and I were
standing on the top of the steps of
the HOB, the Executive Office
Building, outside the President’s
office. Dean said, sort of
thoughtfully, that maybe the
solution to this whole thing was
.to draw the wagons around the
White House and let all the chips
fall where they may, because that
would not hurt anyone in the White
House, nobody here had a
problem -- but his question was:
What would that do in the way of
creating problems for Mitchell
and Magruder? The significance
of that comment was that it still
seemed to be clear in Dean’s rain(
that the problem did not lie in the
White House."Hearings at 2899,

3168, 3169.
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Ex Parte Contacts with Judge Richey
Dean testified that on September 15 he "told
the President that the lawyers at the reelection
committee were very hopeful of slow.ing down
the civil suit filed by the Democratic National
Committee because they had been making
ex parte contacts with the judge handling the
case and the judge was very understanding
in trying to accommodate their problems."
Hearings at 958. Dean further testified that
Roemer McPhee was a friend of Judge Richey,
who had been assigned to the cas~ and had
made the use of court contacts. Hearings at
958. Later Dean modified his allegation in
these words, "I had learned from .the lawyers
at the reelection committee that they had been
making or they had somebody who was making
an ex parte contact with the judge who had
jurisdiction over the principal suit of the
greatest concern,which was a suit by Mr.

O’Brien,, Larry O’Brien and the Democratic
National Committee. " Hearings at 1478.

Vghen Mitchell was asked whethe]
McPhee served in any helpful
role with respect to Judge Riche
he replied, "None that 1 know
of other than the fact that Roeme
McPhee apparently knew Judge
Richey and contributed to the
intelligence as to how he thought
Judge Richey might handle the
case and what his attitude might
be with respect to different
motions in matters that just
like you would discuss with any
other judge who might be
handling a case". Mitchell
added that everybody knew that
McPh~e was a good friend of
Judge Richey, but that he had
been sitting in on the meetings
in behalf of Maurice Stans’
interest". Hearings at 1908.
Moore, who had attended the
meetings with hditchell recalled
no discussions about McPhee’s
relationships with Judge iRichey
and doubted that there were any.
Hearings at 1953.

Haldeman testified that at Dean’s
meeting with the President on
September 15 "There was some
’discussion about Judge Richey
hearing the civil case and a comment that he (presumably Dean)
would keep Roemer McPhee
abreast of what was happening.
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I don’t recall any comment about the judge
trying to accommodate Dean’s hopes of slowing
down the suit but there was some discussion
about the problem of the civil case’s depositions
interfering with the criminal prosecution -ff.pparently as a result of a conversation with
Judge iRichey and Assistant U.S. Attorney
Silbert". Hearings at 2889. It was brought to
Dean’s attention that on September 21, 1972
plaintiff’s counsel agreed the case could not be
tried before the election and that further
deposition taking should be suspended because
it might jeopardize the pending criminal case.
Hearings at 1576.
Agenda Iklemoranda as Part of
Continuing Coveeup-Haldeman described the five items on the agenda
Dean testified that following the
as follows, "First, a meeting of Senator Baker
LaCosta meeting he prepared an
with the President which, it was my understandi~
agenda for a meeting with the
Senator Baker had requested, and which seems t
President. The agenda referred
me to be perfectly natural as one step to be takel
to Senato’r Baker’s requested
in working out the various problems regarding
meet_ing with the President, subWhite House staff appearances at the Senate
mitting Stans’ name to the Senate
for a confirmable post, Magrude~r’s committee hearings, etc. Second, the question
future, using Buchanan to watch
of submitting Maurice Stans’ name for confirmation to the Senate for a post requiring such
the press during the upcoming
confirmation. This was a step designed to deal
Senate hearings and making
with two questions, first to give Mr. Stans the
greater use of the Attorney
opportunity to reenter government at a suitably
General. Dean described his
high level and second, to provide him with the
memorandum, exhibit No. 34-34,
opportunity in a very short period of time to
as "rather self-explanatory of the
appear publicly and under questioning to clear u
continuing coverup". Hearings at
all charges regarding his role in the Watergate,
987-988. Later defined "coverup"
if any, and to give him a chance to, as he
as "anything that might cause any
requested
of this committee, get back his good
problem at all in relationship to
name.
the Watergate ***". Hearings at
1472.
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Third, aquestion Of whether Riagruder
could have a White House job. ~.t-that-time
I had already told Magruder that that would "
not be possible, but I think, the point here
was to check that decision with the President
to be sure he concurred. Fourth, the questio~
of Buchanan sitting in on the hearings as a
watch dog of the press -- an idea that Dean
says I suggested, although it is my recol’lection. he suggested it, at the La Costa meeting. In any event, this was certainly not a
coverup move, but exactly the opposite.
Fifth, the question of the Attorney General
meeting with the President. That, too, was
a logical step because we were into the mattea
of executive privilege and the question of
White House staff members going to the
hearings was important for the President
to discuss with the Attorney General. As
it concurrently or §hortly thereafter
developed, Senator Baker requested..
that Mr. l~leindienst be his contact with
the Administration:’ Hearings at
2890, 2891.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library

- Z4 -

Raising a Million is No Problem
Dean testified "I told the President about the
fact that there was no money to pay these
individuals to meet their demands. He
asked me how much it would cost. I told
him that I could only make an estimate, that
it might be as high as $I million or more.
He told me that that was no problem and he
also looked over at Haldeman and repeated
the same statement." Hearings at 995.

After hearing the March 21 tape,
Haldeman testified that this discussion took place at the March 21
meeting and that the President had
said although there was no problem
in raising a million dollars, "it
would be wrong", Hearings
at 3117, 3118.

September 15 Wa~nin.g About
Coverup Unraveling-Dean testified that at the September 15,
1972 meeting with the President, "I als0
told him that there was a long way to go
before this matter would end and that I
certainly could make no assurances that
the day would not come when this matter
would start to unravel. " Hearings at
957,959, 1407.

VCheh asked~whether Dean said
this, Haldernan replied, "No, I
don’t.and I don’t recall hearing it
in the tape when I listened to it
recently. There was a discussion,
~sl][ think I indicated in my statement, of Dean saying that the
indictments that had been brought
down meant the end of the investigation by the grand jury, but
that there would be other investigations and that the GAO
audit was underway. ~-~’-~ He
(Dean) said that something to the
effect that nothing would come out
to surprise us, which I took to
mean that whatever facts there
were, that we already knew them,
and that they were as he had
represented them." Hearings
at 3124, 3125. I-laldeman later
said "I don’t recall the use of the
word ’unravel’ As I said
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I do recall his saying that he felt
in these ongoing inquiries nothing
had come out to surprise us, in
other words there was nothing that
we didn’t already know. " Hearings
at 3ZI0.

FBI 302 Forms -Dean testified that he does not recall
that Petersen or Kleindienst told him
that the President himself would have
to get the rawFBI reports. Dean
said, "I was told that the best way to
deal with this situation is go directly
to Mr. Gray." Hearings at 1358, 1359

Petersen recalled "very vividly" being
asked by 141eindienst whether Dean, who
had just called I<leindienst, should have
302 files of the FBI. Petersen
emphatically said "No" to Kleindienst
and added-that only.the President should
be entitled to them. Hearings at 3615.
Eleindienst explained that both he and
Petersen "were very quick to tell him
(Dean) that we ~# did not give him
raw investigative data.[’ Hearings
at 3564.

Dean admits that he gave Gray
assurances that "this information
was being reported to the President".
Hearings at 1359.

Dean concedes that he never gave the
President any of the 302 reports, and
never gave him any information from
the reports. Hearings at 1360.

Dean testified that he and Gray had an
understanding that he would guard the
files very closely. Hearings at 1361.

Dean admits that Mitchell, Parkinson,
O’Brien and Mardian scanned the 302
reports in his office. Hearings at 1361.
He also conceded that it was a "serious
breach Of faith". Hearings at 1362.

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library

26IKalmbach told it was "Silence Money"-Dean declared that on June 29, 1972 he told
Kalmbach that money was needed "To pay for
the silence of these individuals." Dean ~then
added "Mr. I~almbach had no difficulty understanding that this was for silence. " When
Dean is again pressed as to whether he
discussed this specifically with l~alrnbach
he stated "I can’t recall specifically, but
I was quite confident lqalmbach understood. "
Hearings at 1370,

Kalrnbach declared that Dean
asked him to raise funds for the
legal defense of these defendants
and for the support of their
families. Hearings at 2098.
Kalmbach admitted that the
payments could be misinterpreted
as being made for the purpose of
silencing the defendants, but that
he did not see any impropriety at
that time. Hearings at 2107,
2108. Only after Dean has testifie(
did he consider his own actions
"an illegal act". Hearings at 2131.

Dean’s December 5 Draft Report on
Watergate and Segretti-Exhibit No. 34-25 is a draft memorandum
prepared by Dean to Haldeman for the
purpose of developing a White House
position on Watergate and Segretti’s
activities. Dean proposed that in
addition to a White House statement,
sworn depositions be executed b~
Chapin, Strachan, Haldeman and
Clawson. Proposed depositions
to be executed by Chapin a-nd Strachan,
were included in the December 5
memorandum. Hearings at
967, 1210 .... ~

In later testimony, Dean labeled
hid December report as "a fairy
tale". Hearings at 1421.

- 27 -

Dean’s Review of Press Accounts--

On being asked about newspaper accounts about
the FBI 302 forms, Dean responded, "Well,
Senator, I have in preparing all my .testimony
I hav~-d0ne this, I have not sought to go through
in detail all of the press accounts. I have not
sought to go through in detail all of the Gray
hearings, for example." Hearings at 1359.

When Dean’s 245 page statement is described as
"remarkable for the detail with
which it recounts events and
conversations" and Dean is
asked what documents were
available to him he replied,
"What I did in preparing this
statement, I had kept a newspaper clipping file from roughly
June 17 up until about the time
these hearings started when I
stopped doing any clipping with
any regularity. It was by going
through every single newspaper
article outlining what had
happe~ned and then placing mysel
in what I had done in a given
sequence of time, I was aware o
all of the principal activities I
had been involved in , the
dealings I had had with others
in relationship to these activitie.
Many times .things were in
response to press activities or
press stories that would result
in further activities" Hearings
at 1432, 1433. He also stated
that he had gotten a list of
meetings with the President
but that he had not had "the
benefit of all the Ziegler briefings where some of these
questions came up. Very
specifically - press briefings
as to given events at that time
¯-$~=". Hearings at 1433.
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Dean "Let it all out to the President~’-Dean testified that the purpose in requesting
his meeting with the President on Ma’rch 21
was to "give him a full report of all the facts
that I knew and explain to him what I believed
to be the implication of those facts". Hearings
at 998. Moore testified that Dean told him
that he had laid out the facts to the President
as Moore had encouraged him to do so.
Hearings at 1981, 2054.

Dean later admitted that he didn’t
report to the President about
extending clemency offers to McCor,
through Caulfield. Hearings at
1382. He also conceded that he
"didn’t get into any great detail"
about his coaching Magruder for
his grand jury appearance. As to
raising coverup money, he admitted
that he "went over that very quickly’
Hearings at 1382 When asked
whether he told the President that
Mitchell had received electronic
surveillance information, Dean
said, "I do not recalI that I got
into a detailed discussion. I was
giving the President what I would
say was a general overview and
letting hirn come back and ask
me specific questions he might
wish to ask". Hearings at 1425.
He also did not recall discussing
Ellsberg burglary as the reason
for Hunt’s threat. Hearings at
1426. Dean admitted that despite
his report, "certainly nothing of
any significance occurred at
after that 21st meeting." Hearings
at 1426. Dean reiterated that the
President didn’t understand the
"implications" at the March 21
meeting. Hearings at 1436, and
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referred to the-.Presi~ent"s suggestion that ¯ .
the cabinet be briefed. Hearings at 999, 1517,
1544, 1545. In the final questioning on this
point, Dean rela*es the matters he specifically
reported to the President included both pre
and post Watergate activities. Hearings at
1542, 1546. Instead of letting it all out, he
admitted he "did not get into an awful lot of
specifics"’. Hearings at 1542. He gave his
"general presentation of this matter". Hearings
at 1543,"Raised only the "principal points"
Hearings at 1543.

Dean’s Stories Planted in the Press-- ......
Dean denied conceiving any st.rategy When it was pointed .out that the May 14
to leak his accounts to the press. As Newsweek edition was in many respects "wor~
he put it "I planted no stories at all0" for word with his testimony" Dean conceded
for the purpose of influencing the
"Iheld that interview,"Hearings at 1441.
prosecutors to grant him transHe said that the rul.es were set that he would
actional immunity. Hearings at 1440. not enter into what he considered testimonial
{A flood Of newspaper reports as to
areas of a substantative nature regarding my
what Dean would testify to developed
direct dealings with the President. He adwhile Dean’s attorneys were seeking
mitted, however, stating that he had conducte
complete immunity in return for his no investigation. Both the May 14 - March 21
testimony against others. )
Newsweek articles dwelt at length about his
denial and his "direct dealings" with the
President on March 21.
Justice Knowledge of
Hunt’s Pictures-Dean’s prepared statement refers to
the fact that CLA furnished the Justice
Department pictures of Gordon Liddy
standing in front of E!lsberg’s
psychiatrist’s office. States he
reported this to Ehrlichman in 1972

Ehrlichrnan testified that Dean had told him
that Petersen and Silbert "had the informatioi
and the photographs and the whole business"
for about "a year or more ago". Hearings
at 2544, 2552, 2553. When it was suggested
that Justice had been derelict in bringing this
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and to Krogh on March 28_.or 29, ...... i_./o~:_ ~_~J _-t6 the_court’s attention, Ehrlichman stated
1973. Hearings at 978, 979, 1007.
that his information was only heresay, and
Dean strongly suggested that the
that he would not vouch to the truth of
Dean’s statements. Hearings at 268l, 2682
Justice Department would certainly
be able to look at the pictures and ............ The real facts are that Justice did have th~
immediately determine the location
information and the photographs but had
and then discover that E11sberg’s
no basis for tying it into the Ellsberg
psychiatrist’s office had been
case. On July 9, 1972, CIA sent a memo
burglarized.
to the FBI in which they reported having a
copy of a film from Hunt’s camera
"showing some unidentifiable place
possibly Rand Corporation". Exhibit No.
144. On December 5, 1972, the CIA
furnished to Petersen a memo and copy
of the photographs. Exhibit No. 146.
Petersen testified that he had "studied
those photographs and we couldn’t make
any sense of them at all". Hearings at
3622. He also established that the
Criminal Division was not involved in the
Pentagon Papers leak, was not aware of
the lg. lumbers investigation of Dr.
Ellsberg or his psychiatrist, did not know
who Dr. Fielding. was and did not relate
these documents to the Ellsberg case until
receipt of Krogh’s affidavit in connection
with the Ellsberg matter. Hearings at
2632, 2633. Exhibit No. 93. It was not
until April 17, 1973 that Petersen receive<
Silbert’s memo establishing the tie up.
Hearings at 2630. Dean’s own statement
reflects that Petersen had shown him
the CIA material and photographs, but he h~
notdisclosed their relevance to Petersen.
Hearings at 978.1n fact, Dean had sought
unsuccessfully to get CIA to retrieve the
material. Hearings at 978.
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with Liddy-Dean described his September 15, 1972
meeting with the President as follows,
"The President told me I had done a good
job and he appreciated how difficult a task
it had been and the President was pleased
that the case had stopped with Liddy".
Hearings at 957. Later, when asked if he
was "certain after the September 15 meeting that the President was fully aware of

Under cross examination, Dean
hedged on the critical accusation
that the President was pleased that the
case had stopped with Liddy. "$$$ he
(the President) told me I had done a
good job. I assume he had been very
pleased with what had been going on.
The fact that the indictments he was
pleased that the indictments had -

the coverup", he replied, "Yes, sir."
Hearings at 1435. Still later, Dean said

stopped at Liddybecause the only
other link into the White House, as

that he "was convinced" of the President’s
knowledge of the coverup. Hearings a~
1567.

we had discussed earlier in sessions
with Ehrlichman and Haldeman w~s
,1Magruder. " Hearings at 1372.
Subsequentl, y he said, "I can recall
a reference to the fact that the indictments were now-l~uded down and he
was aware of that and the status of
the indictments and expressed
what to me was a pleasure to the
fact that it had stopped at Mr. Liddy.
(emphasis added) Hearings at 1475.
He went on to say., "Senator,let me
make it very clear, the pleasure that
it had stopped there (at Liddy) is an
inference of mine, as Itold Senator
Ourney yesterday, the impression.
I had as a result of the, of his
complimenting me". Hearings at
1475. Still later he admitted that
he had no personal knowledge that the
President knew on September 15
about Watergate and the coverup.
Hearings at 1482. Haldeman,
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who had attended the entire .
September 15 meeting, and had heard
the tape recording of that meeting,
testified in part as follows, "There
was no mood of exhuberance or
excitement on the President’s part
at the time the indictments were
brought down. *** Naturally, however, it was good news ~, .... that
when the indictments were brought
down, after a thorough investigation,
it had. been established that there
was not any involvement by anyone
in the White House. This confirmed
what Mr. Dean had been telling us,
and we had been reporting to the
President over the period of the
past three months." Hearings at
2888. He went on to state "I
totally disagree with the conclusion
that the President was aware of any
type of coverup and certain Mr. Dean
did not advise him of it at the
September 15 meeting." Hearings
at 2889. Later Haldeman added,
"$$~ He (the President) did not make
the statement that Mr. Dean said
he made ~-~;~-’". Hearings at 3144.
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as Principals -Dean testified that at the February 27 meeting
with the President, "he (the President) told me
that this matter was taking too much time from
Haldeman’s and tChrlichrnan’s normal duties
and he also told me that they were principals
in the matter, and I, therefore could be more
objective than they." Hearings at 991, 1051,
1400, 1492. In response toa question, Dean
declared, "I never understood what the President was saying, when he. said they were
principals’!. Hearings at 1432, He went on
to say that he told the President the next day
that "I also felt I was a principal"
but that
the President had dismissed any suggestion
that Dean was involved in an obstruction of
justice."Hearings at 1432. He reemphasized
his puzzlement over the President’s meaning
and agaln.referred that he "wanted to make
it clear to him (the President) that I felt I also
had legal problems and had been involved in
an obstruction of justice)" Hearings at 1435.

HaIdeman’s testimony provided
an entirely different interpretation
of the President’s February 27
decision to have Dean report
directly to him "The preoccupatio~
at that time, as far as the Presiden
was concerned, was/~n°tan investigation of the facts as nearly as it
was to get some one person in the
White House who was going to look
after a number of existing problem.,
with relation to this wl~_ ~le subject
matter and they were prirnarily the
problems of executive privilege
and separation of powers as he saw
it. then, not a question, of who done
it." Hearings at 2739. When
Haldeman was asked whether Dean
had been appointed because the
President might have’ been suspicio,
of Haldeman and Ehrlichrnan he
replied, "Well, what the President
explained to me was that the
central question here was one of
executive privilege and the
availability of Presidential
assistance (sic) to testify before
th~ Congress. " Hearings at 2740.

As Ehrlichrnan explained, "*** I know
there were some questions about his
reference to us as principals. Ithink
you have to take it in that setting. We
were principals on the question of the
availability of assistants to .testify. "
Hearings at 2740. Haldeman explained
that the President was concerned about
permitting his principal aides to testify
before the Senate committee. "*** it is
in that connection that he (the President)
.would look to us as principals." Hearings
at 2892.
Dean Implicates the President
But When-Dean testified that as soon as he began
talking to the prosecutors he "was confronted with the problems of executive
privilege, attorney-client privilege,
and national security. Thus it was
agreed until these problems were
resolved they had excluded matters
involving the President from these
conversations." Hearings at I009~.
He added, "also as the conversations
regarding the coverup began to get
into more and more specifi.cs, we
moved into areas that came closer
and closer to the President, but prior
to April 15 1 did not discuss any of the
areas of Presidenti~:l invo.lvement. "
Hearings at 1009. He later admitted
that his discussions with the prosecutors had not concer.ned Presidential
involvement. Hearings at 1015. He had
"deferred~’~rom getting into any Presidential areas, while discussing the
scope of his testimony with his attorneys,
Hearings at 1386.

According to Petersen, Dean did not begin
discussing Presidential involvement on
April 15. When asked whether Dean had
implicated the President in obstruction of
justice when Dean had mentioned the
September 15 conversation with the President,or that Dean had told the President
about these matters previously and that
the President had failed to act, Petersen
replied, "No, sir; Mr. Dash, as late as
April 27 I can be very certain about that.
On April 27 I received a call from the
President who said do you have any
information that would reflect on the
President on this thing? I said, "No".
Hearings at 3636. Petersen went on to
state thai there were press reports that
the President was implicated and that as
a result thereof he called the U.S. Attorne,
office and received assurances that there
was no such information available. It¯.was
at this same point of time that Dean was
negotiating for complete immunity.
Petersentestified that Dean’s information
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"did not:satisfy us that we should
immunize Mr. Dean. " Hearings at
3643. /~ean professed "total loyalty"
to the P, resident in his April 15 note.
Exhibit No. 34-48. Following the
President’s April 17 statement that all
White House personnel will appear
voluntarily before the Senate committee,
Dean issued his April 19 statement that
he would not be a"~capegoat. " By April 27
reporters were quizzing the White House
about the prosecutors having information
linking the~Pres-ident t0 Watergate. On
May 4, Dean met secretly with Senator
Weicker. On May 5,press reports hint
that President Nixon himself had knowledge
of the coverup plot:/

