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MEMORANDUM FOR TOD HULLIN

SUBJECT: 1972 DOMESTIC POLICY ISSUES

I. GeneraIE]ectionTheme: The Nixon administration needs another

four years, to complete its program. This theme need not be

specifically articulated, but it is a conclusion we want the public

to reach. Thus, it is the sub-silencio theme.

We must project the image of a smoothly functioning machine

or a well coordinated team which has been playing together for

some time and operates better through this experience. The general

idea is that the shake down cruise has been completed, that the

Nixon Administration has been here long enough to gain insight,

firsthand knowledge and experience, and has asserted control of

the ship of state--needing only public support to complete its

programs. Clearly, to be in this position by 1972, we need to
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have clearly stated objectives and a decent track record in

working towards the successful achievement of those objectives.

The fotlowi:ng possible issues are stated as items which can or

should be developed before 1972 to provide a proper frame of

reference for such a campaign.

II. Possible Issues:

Reform/Renewal for the 70’s. Hammer away at the

changes in process of government which we have been

proposing since we took office. The Republicans have long

been known for better management and good government, and

we have a good track record in this area: draft reform, welfare

reform, revenue sharing, and executive reorganization (with

reorganization plans one, two, and three, also).
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There are some other areas of reform we could develop

before 197Z: court reform is an excellent issue but needs

to be developed through specific legislation and work with

the Chief Justice on court procedures. Legal service reform

might also fall within this category. .An appeal to youth can

well fit within this area by not only backing the 18-year old

vote (it is perhaps still not too late to jump on the bandwagon),

but by also publicly embracing the need to establish a new

uniform age of majority at 18 (this would enable 18-year olds

to have all the responsibilities of a Zl-year old, including the

right to enter into contracts, own property, establish credit,

and purchase alcohol.) This and some other suggestions which

could be called reform for youth have been developed somewhat

by Bob Finch in meetings attended by Shepard and Donfeld.
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B. Conversion to a !~eace time economy: Assuming the economy

is still recovering in 1972, we can emphasize the re-emergence

of domestic priorities and what we are doing to ease the

conversion to a peace time economy: the budget should reflect

greater expenditure increases in the dome stic areas. We

should publicize our programs for returning Vietnam veterans

(Paul O’Neale in OMB suggests we have a fine arrayofprograms

which have not yet been properly publicized). We should also

develop a very public program of rechanneling aerospace

personnel into other constructive uses. Initial discussions

indicate the area of transportation is perhaps the best able

to absorb these people. The Administration certainly has a good

track record in trying on the SST, but there are other areas in

transportation which could a.bsorb aerospace personnel and not



- 5-

raise problems with the environment. Perhaps the best

example is developing a dual mode    system of transportation

(priva.tely owned vehicles which could also be utilized on

public rapid transit systems so that individuals could bring

their own cars to stations or join public cars at stations

to be carried non-stop to their destination° Studies at DOT

show this use of private vehicles, non-stop transit, and inca

relationship with public vehicles stands the best chance of

public acceptance for a problem solution which also would

create jobs for the aerospace personnel..)

C. Cri~e: Crime will be an issue, but no other candidate will

be able to "out crime" us. "VVe have a good track record of

laws presently on the books (Drug Bill, Organized Crime

Bill with explosives section, D.C. Crime Bill, Pornography

Bill, and we may go for a tougher drunk driving bill).



The Administration should now emphasize other areas from

law enforcement such as prisoner rehabilitation, juvenile

deliquency, and drug care. In drugs especially, a national

methadone maintenance program or something equally attractive

will have to be launched ~ell before the actual 197Z campaign.

D. Constructive use of leisure time: This more pleasant issue

can provide some discussion on a topic which many Americans

might mol-e easily grasp. We need to develop a comprehensive

strategy which will encourage Americans to really enjoy their

growing amount of leisure time in a constructive manner.

The Nixon legacy of parks is one exa~ple of the sort Of thing

we should be developing. Also the new ACTION proposal fits

in here nicely, since it will encourage individuals to volunteer

their services. The President Council on physicalFitness might
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be encouraged to help out here too, but we must work it

in with adults as well as the younger generation. -VVe might

also encourage a national bike program (Ride On!) .

Emphasizing the growing amount of leisure time provides a

lighter note for discussion with the American people and also

provides a nice tie with the environmental movement. Our

stand,ecological issues must be closely related to this.

Minorities: We should take a softer line with minorilies and

extend the hand of friendship. We should do more about minority

business enterprise, but there is a choice of direction (Andrew

Brimmer, the black on the Federal Reserve Board, advocates

n~ore blacks join larger corporations instead of striking out on

their own and investing what small capital they have into new

businesses, most of which are statistically doomed to fMlure).
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might consider school integration in the northern

states (we will lose states such as Pennsylvania, New York,

Michigan, Massachusetts, and New Jersey in any event-- we

might wish to speed school integration in those areas. )

Forced integration of the suburbs will certainly be an issue

and we must have a viable alternative (if we do not watch HUD

closely, it may be developing one of its own). Unli]~e many

other issues, this one won’t be a question of having sufficient

funds. But rather one of properly directing the expenditure

of those funds as well as encouraging private investment.

F. Campaign Finance: If a comprehensive finance bill is not

submitted as promised by President Nixon in his veto of the

TV spending bill, this will become an important issue. It might

best be handled as one of the government reforms which were
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discussed under paragraph

G, Other Interest Oroup_~_: There will have to be a variety

of specific appeals to various interest groups between now

and 197Z. Decisions will have to be made as to how much

emphasize to be placed upon such groups as the blue collar

workers and the farmers.

Bud Krogh




